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Front seat
Startled teenage rabbits, fortuitous restaurant fire alarms and an outrage 

over door trim design punctuate my life-long love of all things Rolls-Royce
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anniversary and the car hire was a bargain 
even in those days – but I wasn’t sure the 
joint account could handle the bill for the 
Michelin-starred meal that lay ahead. 

Now, many thoughts pass through the 
mind of a still newly-wed as he glides 
along the banks of the Thames at dusk 
with his wife in the back of a chauffeur 
driven Silver Spur: “Life doesn’t get much 
better than this… I wonder how big the 
restaurant bill will be… What were they 
thinking when they put those silly little 
Series 1 XJ6-style door cappings in such a 
beautiful car?”

Well, after nearly 25 years of marriage, 
I am pleased to say things get better 
every year and I even have an SZ of my 
own; the fire alarm went off during the 
meal and we were offered a discount for 
the inconvenience (without which we 
honestly could not have paid the bill); but 
I still have no idea who thought it was a 
good plan to introduce those pre-ABS and 
EFi door cappings. 
Richard Charnley
richard@charnleypublishing.co.uk

It was the sort of scrape that only a bunch 
of teenage boys with too much time on 
their hands could get into. Early 1981 and 
our first sighting of a Silver Spirit, parked 
under the trees, spring sunlight glinting 
off the grille and reflections rippling all 
around. The rest of the gang, of course, 
were happy to stand and admire but one 
friend was not. Proclaiming “Oh good, 
my dad has sent the car” he marched up, 
swung open the back door and, just for a 
laugh, climbed inside.

You know how a rabbit reacts when it’s 
caught in the headlights? The chauffeur’s 
spotlight stare in the rear view mirror had 
just the same effect. Time stood still, we 
all giggled nervously, and with a mumbled 
cry of “sorry, wrong Rolls,” he was out 
of the car like a shot and gone like Peter 
Rabbit leaving Mr McGregor’s garden.

It was more than 10 years before I 
next came within touching distance of 
an SZ. This time it was a gold Silver Spur  
with coffee bean leather that I had hired 
for £50 for the evening, complete with 
uniformed driver. It was our first wedding 
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Worldwide suppliers of quality post-War Rolls-Royce and Bentley parts

•  Unrivalled stocks of New (Genuine & Aftermarket), Reconditioned & Recycled parts
•  Eleven experienced salesmen dedicated to offering you the fastest service and best prices
•  Fully searchable web catalogue offering photographs and exploded parts diagrams
•  Website also includes Tool Hire, Recommended Garages, Cars For Sale, Gifts & Manuals
•  Worldwide mailorder facilities including fully encrypted web payment system
•  Free recently updated catalogues available on request or as a download from our website
•  Comprehensive search facility for all current 180,000 Rolls-Royce & Bentley part numbers
•  Discount available for all RREC, BDC and RROC members

Specialising
in parts for all
1980 to 1998 SZ models

We are proud to be associated with The Spirit and offer you:
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Sign up today – 
membership is free!
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downloaded from www.rrec.co.uk or 
by emailing juergenbuech@aol.com or 
info@rrsilverspirit.com.

The Spirit is produced by Charnley Publishing Ltd for 
the SZ Register of the Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ Club. 
It is distributed free of charge as a PDF, with a printed 
Collectors’ Edition available from the RREC club shop. 
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Data dashboard
The SZ Register was established on 31 January 2014. Starting from zero, 

we are now truly international with almost 250 members from 23 countries

THE MAGAZINE OF THE ROLLS-ROYCE ENTHUSIASTS’ CLUB SZ REGISTER

Silver Spirit 
and derivatives

108

Mulsanne, Eight, 
Brooklands 

and derivatives

47

Turbo R 
and derivatives

35

Azure, Continental R 
and derivatives

26

Corniche  and derivatives

11

 MODEL                                          NUMBER
Bentley  
Azure ..............................................................4
Brooklands ................................................. 20
Brooklands Limousine ................................ 1
Brooklands LWB ...........................................3
Brooklands R .................................................3
Brooklands R Mulliner ................................ 1
Continental ...................................................4
Continental R .............................................13
Continental R Mulliner ............................... 1
Continental S ................................................ 1
Continental T ................................................3
Eight ...............................................................8
Mulsanne .......................................................4
Mulsanne S....................................................6
Mulsanne Turbo ........................................... 1
Turbo R ........................................................14
Turbo R by Hooper ...................................... 1
Turbo RL ...................................................... 11
Turbo RT ........................................................9
 
Rolls-Royce 
Corniche (2000) ..........................................2
Corniche Final Series ...................................2
Corniche conv .............................................. 1
Corniche II .....................................................2
Corniche III ....................................................2
Corniche IV ...................................................2
Flying Spur .................................................... 1
Mulliner Spur ................................................ 1
Silver Dawn ...................................................3
Silver Spirit ................................................. 42
Silver Spirit II ..............................................19
Silver Spirit III ...............................................5
Silver Spirit (96) ...........................................3
Silver Spur .................................................. 20
Silver Spur II ..................................................4
Silver Spur III .................................................2
Silver Spur (96) ............................................5
Silver Spur Centenary .................................2
Silver Spur Division ..................................... 1

Number of SZ Register cars by model year 
 1980 ’81 ’82 ’83 ’84 ’85 ’86 ’87 ’88 ’89 1990 ’91 ’92 ’93 ’94 ’95 ’96 ’97 ’98 ’99 2000 ’01 ’02
 4 10 5 7 7 10 12 8 10 11 22 14 3 9 10 12 27 25 16 0 1 1 3

SZ Register cars by type

It seems no time since we were compiling the list of SZ Register 
members to receive a free copy of issue 1 of The Spirit. That list 
had 96 names on it. Now, only a few months later, it is great to 
report that membership has more than doubled (we now have 
almost 250 members) and The Spirit has grown in a similar way. 

Not surprisingly, the UK accounts for the largest number of SZ 
Register members but it is great to be able to welcome so many 

others from around the world – and not 
just Europe but from every continent. 

It is also great to be able to report that 
all the main SZ types are represented 
(from the earliest to the latest, including a 
number of very rare models), split 119/108 
between Rolls-Royce and Bentley. Almost 
every model year is represented – we just 
need somebody with a 1999 MY car to 
join in order to complete the set!
Marinus Rijkers
info@rrsilverspirit.com
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 COUNTRY                                   MEMBERS
Australia ........................................................ 7
Austria ...........................................................3
Belgium..........................................................5
Bermuda ........................................................ 1
Botswana....................................................... 1
Canada ........................................................... 1
Cyprus ............................................................ 1
Denmark ........................................................2
France............................................................. 7
Germany ....................................................... 7
Ireland ............................................................2
Italy ................................................................2
Japan .............................................................. 1
Luxembourg .................................................. 1
New Zealand ................................................ 1
Spain ..............................................................2
Sweden ..........................................................6
Switzerland ...................................................3
Thailand ......................................................... 1
The Netherlands ..........................................8
UAE ................................................................. 1
UK .............................................................. 150
USA...............................................................10

Modern CarClassic Car Classic Bike Multi-vehicle Military

* Subject to our standing underwriting criteria. Please refer to the policy documentation on our website, or call, for further information.

RH Specialist Insurance is a trading name of Willis Limited, a Lloyd’s Broker. Registered office: 51 Lime Street, London, EC3M 7DQ. Registered number 181116 England and Wales. Willis 
Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. The RH Specialist Insurance schemes are arranged and administered on behalf of Willis Limited by ERS Syndicate 
Services Limited, an appointed representative of ERS Syndicate Management Limited which is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct 
Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority: Number 204851

Cherished by you
Insured by us

FP1869

Call our friendly UK team for a quotation

01277 206 911 
www.rhclassicinsurance.co.uk

F ind us on Facebook Badge C MYK / .ai

	  Over 35 years’ experience

	  No broker administration fees

	  Choose a vehicle repairer you trust

	  UK & European accident & breakdown 
recovery including home service

	  Free and automatic salvage retention*

	  Cover for drivers from 18 years of age 
and no upper age limit*

	  Agreed value*

Introduction to  
RH Specialist Insurance
 
RH has worked in close partnership 
with Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts Club, 
Bentley Drivers Club, and many other 
prestigious vehicle clubs since 1977. 
Emma Airey, Account Executive at RH, 
explains that aside from the usual levels 
of cover you would expect from a classic 
vehicle insurance policy, RH offers some 
additional valuable benefits which you 
may wish to take into consideration  
before obtaining a quotation ahead  
of your Rolls-Royce’s next renewal date:

	  RH doesn’t charge ANY broker 
administration fees. These typically 
range from £10.00 to £35.00 for making 
the simplest of changes or even to renew 
your policy

	  RH offers free and automatic return of 
cherished salvage on any Lamborghini 
over 20 years of age. The industry-
standard is the option to ‘buy back’ the 
salvage which impacts the final settlement 
figure in the event of a write off

	  UK & European accident and breakdown 
recovery – including home service

RH’s dedicated underwriting and claims 
teams have a wealth of experience when 
it comes to dealing with prestigious, high 
performance, cherished vehicles. 

S P E C I A L I S T  R O L L S - R O Y C E  I N S U R A N C E

Rolls Royce [210x297] FP0030.indd   1 15/05/2015   10:55:12
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“Now look what 
you’ve done…”
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That was the tongue-in-cheek response from Sir David Plastow’s father on  

hearing that Rolls-Royce had gone bust a month after his son became MD.  

Sir David now tells The Spirit about working with the receiver, the launch of  

the Camargue, reviving Bentley and life at Rolls-Royce during the 1970s

THE MAGAZINE OF THE ROLLS-ROYCE ENTHUSIASTS’ CLUB SZ REGISTER

WORKING WITH THE RECEIVER
I eventually left Rolls-Royce having done 
34 years with the company. It was a huge 
privilege to work there and I enjoyed it. 
The MD’s position came out of the blue on 
1st January 1971 and one of the first things 
I discovered was that I could not set the 
price of the cars. The main board that 
dealt with the aero business was looking 
after pricing! Anyway, we sorted that one 
out very quickly and I got on with the job.   

Then, a few weeks later, came the big 
blow when we went bust and it all went 
up in smoke.

 This calamity 
occurred right 
at the time the 
Corniche was due 
to be launched. We 
had a shoestring 
budget and, a few 
days after he was appointed receiver, 
Rupert Nicholson rang me up and said: “I 
gather you’ve got drivers and cars in the 
South of France ready for the launch and 
you’ve been given £5,000 to cover it. I am 
just calling up to say I hope it goes well.”  

About four months later he rang me 
again and said: “I have been told you have 
a full-sized wooden model of a new two-
door Rolls-Royce. I want to see it.” 

So the next morning I caught the early 
train from Crewe and we met in London 
at the Mulliner, Park Ward factory in 
Willesden. He walked in, saw the model 
and said: “Just look at the boot and 
those wheel arches – they’re all wrong.” I 
thought uh-oh, career crash… 

And then Rupert Nicholson said: “It’s 
okay, I was only kidding. What do you 
want? What can I do?” I said, well, you 
can give me a million, is that alright…? 

And he said “Yes. What are you going 
to do with it?” I said we would use it to 

get on with the Camargue, accelerate the 
programme and look after the tooling in 
particular. He said: “Good. What else?”

I told him there was a little factory next 
to our own and if we could buy that we 
could extend the production line. “How 
much?” he asked. I said, a million, please. 
And he said “Okay, fine.”

Now, just think back to what was going 
on at Rolls-Royce at that time. I was 

 On 1st February 1971 the unthinkable 
happened. Rolls-Royce, the maker of 
the most aspirational, most coveted, 
most luxurious product on the planet, 
went bust. That was Black Tuesday.

David Plastow had only been in 
charge for a few weeks when the job 
blew up in his face. But his journey to 
the managing director’s chair began 
years earlier with a chance encounter 
at the 1957 Scottish Motor Show. 

While delivering a Vauxhall Velox 
to the show, the young engineering 
apprentice-turned-sales manager 
fell into conversation with his 
Rolls-Royce counterpart over a cup 
of tea and joined the Car Division 
as Scotland and North of England 
representative soon afterwards.

“I was earning around £600 a year 
back then. My wife Barbara and I had 
our first child and we were renting 
a flat in Edinburgh. It was all pretty 
basic and yet we had a new Rolls-
Royce parked outside! We didn’t have 
any other car in those days so we 
used that one for going shopping and 
everything else.”

WHERE IT BEGAN…

DAVID PLASTOW SAID AT THE TIME… 

“Our customers expect the best and

they are prepared to pay for it” 
At the 1975 launch of the £29,250 Rolls-Royce Camargue



 

SUMMER 2015 • Issue 2   11 THE ROLLS-ROYCE ENTHUSIASTS’ CLUB SZ REGISTER

THE SPIRIT THE SPIRIT

00   Issue 2• SUMMER 2015 THE MAGAZINE OF THE ROLLS-ROYCE ENTHUSIASTS’ CLUB SZ REGISTER

1971 Corniche
On the 17th and 18th February 1971, 
only 13 days after the appointment of 
the receiver, eight Corniche saloons and 
one Corniche convertible were delivered 
to Nice airport in the South of France 
for the official launch. They were ready 
to be driven on the roads of southern 
France and northern Italy by around 25 
motoring journalists who had been flown 
there by Caledonian Airways. 

Mr McWhirter, deputising for the 
receiver Rupert Nicholson at a Car 

NEW MODEL LAUNCHES DURING THE PLASTOW ERA

Division board meeting on 8th February, 
had agreed to the Corniche launch going 
ahead because the estimated cost came 
to less than the retail price of one £13,410 
Corniche. The press release relating to the 
launch was embargoed until 4th March 
– exactly one month after the collapse of 
the parent company.

1975 Camargue
The £29,250 Pininfarina-styled Camargue 
was revealed to the world’s press on 15th 
January 1975. Nine cars had been driven 
from Crewe to the village of Taormina 
on the island of Sicily in three groups of 
three. To disguise their identity en route, 
the external badges were hidden by 
carrying the wheel discs and the radiator 
shell in the boot. The radiator shell had to 

be in place when passing through every 
customs and immigration post so, about 
5km before each crossing, it was refitted. 
Then, about 5km further along the road, 
the cars pulled over and the radiator shells 
were again removed. 

When asked by a member of the press 
to justify the cost of the launch (the 
cars alone were worth £263,000) by a 
company only just out of receivership, 
Plastow said: “We had to go somewhere 
where we could rely on good weather at 
this time of year, and by the time we’ve 
put you lot up in the air in a chartered 
aircraft, the distance we take you has little 
bearing on the cost.”

He went on to justify the company’s 
confidence in announcing a model costing 
twice as much as a Silver Shadow by 
saying: “During the last couple of years 
we have seen the secondhand prices of 
Corniches reach more than £20,000 and 
the clear indication was that the world’s 
motor market would accept an additional 
coachbuilt Rolls-Royce. Our customers 

expect the best and they are prepared to 
pay for it.”

The Camargue received a decidedly 
mixed reception but the launch 
established that the new company,  
Rolls-Royce Motors Limited, was capable 
of producing a new model which the 
sceptics had been saying since the 
formation in 1973 was impossible.

1980 Silver Spirit
Work on the Silver Spirit was begun in 
1972. Essentially a rebodied Silver Shadow, 
it had cost a relatively modest £28 million 
to put into production alongside the 
almost identical Bentley Mulsanne. The 
introduction of the Turbo in 1982 and 
Turbo R in 1985 signalled the revival of 
the marque. Originally conceived as an 

interim model with a production life 
of 10 years, it was destined to last for 
19 years, during which time more than 
43,000 Rolls-Royce and Bentley four-
door saloons were built. 

shattered by the whole business and when 
Rupert Nicholson said those two things 
to me within a matter of a few months it 
made me say to myself – do you know, I 
think we’re going to be alright.

Nicholson had a huge background 
in finding solutions to problems rather 
than wrecking things. I realised as soon 

don’t think I’ll manage to do that!)” and 
he kept his word. 

Then, in 1973 he had the option of 
someone wanting to buy us but he got 
a better price from the market – the 
window of opportunity was just a few 
days wide, apparently. He got it right and 
he made the shareholders happy. 

TEAMWORK
I have always had a strong belief that 
if people have humour and they are 
encouraged to believe that everybody 
wants them to do better, then they will 
succeed. You can’t do anything without 
having colleagues you trust and enjoy. On 
the other hand, I was brought 
up in a work environment 
where you just got bollockings. 
It was “Why the hell have  
you done that, Plastow?” all 
the time. 

At Rolls-Royce I was 
extremely fortunate to be 
surrounded by a super team 
with the good humour to enjoy 
the work. But the main trick is 
to feel that and to get people 

as I got the job that we weren’t making 
the sort of returns we should have been. 
We knew something was going wrong 
because the aero side of the business had 
been pinching our capital for a year or two 
and Rupert Nicholson said on his second 
visit: “You’re doing alright.” And that just 
boosted everybody’s confidence sky-high.

to believe in themselves. The basic thing 
is to encourage people to work well, to 
enjoy it and then to give them the credit.

SMALL CARS
There was a lot of talk in the 1970s about 
how Rolls-Royce should be investing in 
new products. Not at all! 

Our resources were flat out making 
bigger, better, more wonderful, better 
value cars. Then, when the fuel crisis took 
hold there was a suggestion at one point 
that we should be looking at building 
small cars. 

This was the most ridiculous thing 
you ever heard in terms of resources and 

After this, the momentum among the 
team began to grow and it became a very 
exciting time. 

Rupert Nicholson did a great job for 
us. Without him it would all have been 
very messy but he kept things simple and 
minimised getting rid of people. He was 
tough but he was honest and he knew 
how to handle people. We couldn’t have 
done it without him. The company went 
through hell, and he pulled it through, 
so in my book he takes a lot of the credit 
during that critical period. 

When the muck hit the fan and we were 
in serious trouble, thanks to Nicholson we 
were actually allowed to get on with it. 
He and I were never that close but he was 
just a great man.

STOCK MARKET FLOTATION
The flotation of Rolls-Royce Motors 
Holdings Limited on the London Stock 
Exchange was a big thing. It made us look 
good but it was a gamble. 

Rupert Nicholson had told me in 1971 
“You’re not making adequate profits but 
I’m going to give you some more time – 
unless I sell the company quickly (but I 

the scale of the competition. So we just 
smiled… We had to stick to what we were 
good at. 

CAMARGUE LAUNCH
Now, getting back to the new two-door 
which came along in 1975 and the price of 
it, which staggered the world. 

The Camargue was priced about 50% 
above a Corniche and 35% more than a 
Phantom VI. That really caught people’s 
imagination. We went in hard on the price 
because we couldn’t make more than 
about one a week, so why not? That was 
the time to do it and it worked. We were 
very lucky! Most of the press broadly 

liked the car but one particular 
lady journalist absolutely 
canned the Camargue. I’d love 
to meet her again, I thought 
she was a friend! But I didn’t 
really mind because she was a 
good journalist and her story 
provided a nice contrast to  
the others. 

I also remember enjoying 
talking to the Camargue’s 
stylist Sergio Pininfarina at the 

DAVID PLASTOW SAID AT THE TIME… 

“Man continually seeks a better way of 

life. He is constantly climbing out of one 

situation upwards into the next, and the 

symbol of his success during most of this 

century has been the type of car he drives” 
Addressing an industry conference in Detroit in 1978
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time. He did a cracking job and became a 
great personal friend. 

BENTLEY REVIVAL
I have been accused by some people of 
not doing anything to help Bentley during 
the 1970s. Well, that isn’t quite true. I 
came to the conclusion that, in the short 
term, what we had to do was to show 
that Rolls-Royce Motors had not been 
trampled down by the aero problem. We 
had to go like hell at ‘little old Crewe’ 
to sell as many Rolls-Royce cars as we 
could in order to give the impression that 
everything was fine. And it worked. 

But we were still concerned about what 
to do with Bentley. At the same time as 
we were pressing ahead with Rolls-Royce 
we told one man in particular, Jack Reed, 
who was a great guy and a very good 
engineer, to get on and do the basic 
Bentley work. Sure enough, a few years 
later it all came to fruition.  

Now, it’s true that some of the 
engineers (bless their hearts!) were saying 
“let’s drop Bentley, we can’t be bothered 
with this” and I said, hey, hang on a 
moment. Jack Reed just got on with the 
technical side and kept things moving 
ahead with Bentley, despite the decision 
to go flat out on Rolls-Royce. 

FAVOURITE CAR
I had some great company cars over the 
years and people often ask whether I still 
want a Rolls-Royce. My answer is: “No. It’s 
not my sort of car any more.” I can’t say I 
had a favourite but I particularly enjoyed 
the new two-door (Camargue) because it 

was such a thrill and it was such a risk. It 
was always a fine car to drive although we 
had to improve the performance. 

HUGE RESPONSIBILITY 
I was desperately frightened about 
working for Rolls-Royce at first because 
of the substance and the history of the 
company. I felt a huge responsibility to do 
it well. You had to get it right and couldn’t 
make mistakes. It’s the strongest brand 
in its own special way and we needed to 
look after it.

LABOUR RELATIONS
Post-war the British motor industry, 
particularly the volume manufacturers, 
had difficulties. I don’t think Rolls-Royce 
fell into that trap quite so heavily because 

people there talked 
to each other. 
When we became 
independent we 
were able to work 
on labour relations 
through better 
communication. 
Being independent 
meant there was 
no choice – we had 
to succeed.

There was one particular incident when 
we had a labour problem and I said to one 
of our engineers, Richard Garner, come 
on, I want you to help. Will you talk to the 
workforce and tell them what you think 
we should do now as an independent 
company? He had been at Rolls-Royce a 
long time and was highly respected. 

Well, he spoke to the labour unions 
for about 15 minutes and was absolutely 
brilliant. He changed the whole tone in 
the company about how people should 
behave. He was wonderful and from that 
moment on the workforce felt they were 
members of the team.

THE MERGER
My position on this was that Rolls-Royce 
needed a better balance sheet. 

I had been on the board of Vickers as 
a non-executive director for some time 
before the merger. Vickers was a stripped 
company by then but they had a decent 
bit of money in the bank so I decided that 
if I could persuade them to become a part 
of it then we would have a broader base 
for funding. They agreed to do it, so it was 
as simple as that. 

This made a difference because we 
became a bigger company and Rolls-
Royce could be improved as a result. 

THE SEPARATION
I retired in 1992 but the big change at 
Rolls-Royce came much later. In 1998 the 
company I had left as chairman (Vickers) 
thought the car risk was too great. Every 
time there was a serious downturn in car 
sales it was the high price products that 
suffered most. 

My initial reaction to selling off Rolls-
Royce and Bentley was one of horror.  
I thought we ought to keep the two 
brands together. They had been linked  
for 70 years and I was so cross I almost 
wrote a letter to The Daily Telegraph! 

It took about three months before I 
realised I was being an idiot. We were 
a good company but we couldn’t grow 
because we didn’t have any big sales 
capability. Yes, we had dealers all over the 

DAVID PLASTOW SAID AT THE TIME… 

“Rolls-Royce customers are paying for 

exclusivity and thus the Camargue will be 

coachbuilt in very limited numbers –  just 

one per week to start with, rising to two  

cars per week by next year” 
Extract from an article in Motor Sport magazine in 1975

DAVID PLASTOW SAID AT THE TIME… 

“I’d like to leave our company  in such 

a shape that my successor doesn’t have to

do the things I did. There is no worse  job

than looking someone in the eye and 

saying: I’m sorry, but you’ve got to go” 
During a 1991 interview with Management Today magazine

world but only a relatively small number. 
I suppose there were about 40 or 50 
dealers that were really active.

 Both BMW and Volkswagen are huge 
international operators and the more I 
think about it, the more I realise they are 
doing a very good job. We were making 
3,000 cars a year at Crewe, now Bentley 
are making 10,000. It’s staggering!

The Rolls-Royce people are not making 
as many cars because it’s a different 
product but they are doing a very good 
job, too.

Most importantly, this is all good for 
the economy. Think of all the employees 
and all the suppliers that have come 
in because of the sale. Both brands are 
looking bigger and stronger all the time 
because they have a world presence that 

we could never 
have engineered. 
We simply didn’t 
have the money 
and you have to  
be with other 
motor people to be 
able to extend the 
sales activity.

The Germans 
are running both 
companies and 
they are making  

a lot of money while doing it honourably.  
I hope they never change. 

 I had one particular colleague, David 
Roscoe, who kept me out of trouble. 
He was our PR man for a long time and 
he had a terrific laugh. 

However, he was a very clever man 
and he made a habit of providing me 
with a lot of common sense. I rang him 
on one famous day and said: “David, 
you have to come at once. I need you 
badly. We have to do something about 
this story in the press.” He came to see 
me and I said: “What are we going to 
do about this situation? We can’t go 
on like this. This is ridiculous.” 

After ranting for a few more 
minutes I demanded: “Tell me what 
you want me to do.” 

“I want you to shut up!” he said. 
That’s one of the best bits of 

advice I was ever given and I’ve never 
forgotten it. You need colleagues 
like that. The one thing you don’t do 
with the press is fight them. If you 
fall into the temptation of phoning 
up to complain about something that 
has been written, you just start the 
machine going again.

These days, David Roscoe is 
passionate about building his model 
aeroplanes and spends much of his 
time flying them all over the place. 

DEALING WITH THE PRESS…
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Pyms Lane as Sir David        Plastow knew it ALL PICTURES: THE HUNT HOUSE ARCHIVES



THE MAGAZINE OF THE ROLLS-ROYCE ENTHUSIASTS’ CLUB SZ REGISTER

THE SPIRIT

16   Issue 2 • SUMMER 2015

The car Bond was after back in 1974 
turned out to be one of The Peninsula 
hotel’s courtesy fleet of nine Brewster 
Green Silver Shadows, referred to by the 
hotel as being painted “Peninsula Green”. 

Today the hotel runs a stable of 14 
similarly-coloured Phantoms, the eighth 
such fleet it has commissioned over the 
years including nine Silver Spur IIIs in 
1994, making 69 cars in all. Plus the 1934 
Phantom II awarded Most Desirable Car at 
the Hong Kong Classic Car Show.

Marketing director of the Car Division, 
John Craig, remembers meeting Chris 
Blake, the executive of Dodwell Motors 
of Hong Kong, who had come to Crewe 
in 1971 to finalise an order for nine Silver 
Shadows in a special colour scheme for 
The Peninsula hotel. The hotel wanted 
eight cars for daily use with the promise 
that the dealer would keep a ninth 
identical model as a loan car for when any 
of the others went in for service. This was, 
at the time, the largest single order for 
one model in the company’s history.

A further requirement was that the cars 
should be built to Australian specification 

because The Peninsula did not want them 
to remain on the Hong Kong market when 
the time came to replace them. 

Because the Rolls-Royce was an untried 
car for the hotel at the time, John Craig 
said the original fleet was bought on a 
three-year lease. During this time they 
each covered 100,000 miles before being 
sent to Australia. The hotel’s experiences 
with them must have been good, though, 
because all the future deals were on an 
outright purchase basis, he remembered.

Before Rolls-Royce, The Peninsula did 
not treat its residents to such luxury. “We 
used Ford Fairlanes – righthand drive, very 
usable cars with large luggage racks – but 
they weren’t the most elegant,” says 
Sir Michael Kadoorie, chairman of the 
Peninsula’s parent company, Hongkong 
and Shanghai Hotels. 

Four years after its original Silver 
Shadow order, The Peninsula renewed its 
allegiance to Ford and replaced its fleet 
with Lincoln Continentals. But this proved 
to be a short-lived arrangement and two 
years later the hotel placed a new order 
for eight more Silver Shadows.

In 1980, the fleet was again replaced 
as yet another large order was placed 
for nine Silver Shadow IIs. This order, 
reputedly worth around HK $4.4 million, 
was a third consecutive record deal.

These cars had seven years and 130,000 
miles of hard use until being replaced in 
1987 by eight Brewster Green Silver Spirits 
worth £994,000. At that time, this was 
the largest value order Rolls-Royce had 
ever received. Then, in 1994, came the 
nine Silver Spur IIIs. 

The Rolls-Royce Silver Spur IIIs were 
reputed to have done up to 400,000 
miles by the time they were replaced by 
Phantoms in 2007. “The deal was done to 
the mutual benefit of both companies” 
for an undisclosed price said Sir Michael 
Kadoorie but it is believed that the terms 
included Rolls-Royce buying back the 
previous fleet of road-weary Silver Spurs.
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“A green 
Rolls-Royce? 
There can’t be 
that many in 
Hong Kong…”        

 The Peninsula’s 14 Rolls-Royce 
Phantoms, each of which covers about 
700 miles a week, have 39 modifications 
compared with the standard model.  

“The order went from conversation 
to requirements to engineering to build 
in about 12 weeks,” said Ian Robertson, 
chairman of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars. 
“We began designing the cars in April 
2007 and building them in June.”

Special interior features requested by 
the hotel include a box beneath the rear 
seat that chills wet towels. And four fixed 
grab handles have replaced the flexible 
leather straps. Additional luggage space 
was achieved by some rewiring and the 
relocation of the battery and the air 
suspension compressor. 

THE PENINSULA’S FLEET OF BESPOKE PHANTOMS

On a Peninsula Phantom’s steering 
wheel, in place of the usual navigation 
control, is a button labelled “Auto P.” 
This automatically applies the brakes 
whenever the car is stationary rather like 
the hill-hold function in a BMW 7 Series. It 
is a useful feature when negotiating Hong 
Kong’s many steep hills or garage exits. 

 The rear heater and air-conditioning 
controls were moved from the centre 
console to the rear arm rests and the cars 
have backlighting for the door handles 
and various switches to make them easier 
to use in the dark. 

Other enhancements include the 
420-watt, 15-speaker audio system and 
the 12-inch television monitors mounted 
behind the front seats. 

Ian Robertson travelled to Hong Kong 
from Goodwood when the new Phantom 
fleet was delivered and presented the 
hotel’s owner with a burr walnut box 
containing the 14 electronic key fobs. 

The extended wheelbase Phantoms 
join two MINI Cooper S Clubmans, also 
painted the signature Peninsula Brewster 
Green and customised with refrigerators, 
iPod connections and more.

Rooms at The Peninsula start at  
HK $4080 (£350) per night and the  
22-mile trip from the airport in a 
Phantom costs HK $1600 (£135) one-
way or HK $2900 (£245) for the round 
trip. The cars and chauffeur can also be 
hired by the hour for HK $1600 (£135) 
with a minimum two-hour booking.

So said 007 (Roger Moore) to Mary Goodnight 

(Brit Ekland) in The Man With The Golden Gun 

as he searched for the owner of AU 603 

“Our association with the Peninsula hotel is a long

and happy one. The new fleet replaces five cars which

have completed around 130,000 miles each and are

still in satisfactory condition. They will not be 

scrapped but relocated to other hotels in the group”
Factory information sent to Rolls-Royce and Bentley distributors in 1987
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299,500 miles on the 
clock and counting       
Plus, of course, the 25,000-mile sea trip it has made to Hong Kong and 

back. Mike Pannell’s ex-Peninsula hotel 1998 Silver Spur (WCH66408) is 

used every day, even for visits to Tesco, averages 22mpg and has had 

no major faults since a replacement gearbox in 2004. It could do with a 

respray, he says, because the paint is wearing thin after all that polishing
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Spur of the moment       

Ex-RREC chairmen 

Tony James and Jim 

Flemming recall the 

arrival and departure 

of the ex-Peninsula 

hotel Silver Spur 

(TCH57598) once 

owned by the club 

and used for SZ 

technical seminars

Tony James
RREC chairman 2009-2011
“Rolls-Royce Goodwood took 14 ex-
Peninsula Spurs in part exchange against a 
fleet of Phantoms,” says Tony James. They 
sold 13 of the Spurs at auction and agreed 
to lend TCH57598 to the club. It had a 
full service history from the hotel and I 
believe a new engine had been installed 
at about 250,000 miles.

“Susanne Finch (RREC chairman 
2007-09) used the car and I arranged the 
servicing which was carried out at Hillier 
Hill. When I first saw it the engine oil was 
black so all the fluids were replaced and 
this cured a jerky gear change. The car 
then drove and handled well.

“The woodwork was very good apart 
from a chip on the edge of the console 
that I touched in but the interior was very 
dirty – vacuuming the carpets produced 
a bucket full of sand. The driver’s seat 
cushion was split and the door panel 
leather was worn through next to the 
arm rest. Gary Wright at Newport Pagnell 
fixed this. After that, the condition of the 
interior belied the distance travelled.

“The paintwork was dull, while the 
bonnet, front wings, valence and sills all 

looked as though they had been bead-
blasted. A paint shop sorted the bonnet 
and wings while I touched in the rest. I 
also replaced a broken headlamp bezel 
and damaged engine cover.

“The central locking was inoperative 
– both the original system and an alien 
replacement that had been installed. I 
bought a new system from Bowling Ryan 
and Hillier Hill installed it.  

“Finally, Car-Skin UK was introducing 
a new range of polishes at that time and 
offered to detail the car free of charge, see 
the picture above. Once this was done the 
gleaming Spur was exhibited at the NEC.”

Jim Flemming
RREC chairman 2011-2013
“By the time I took over, the SIlver 
Spur was used only for seminars and, 
to be honest, it was cluttering up the 
workshop,” says Jim Flemming.  

“It was not being driven so I thought 
‘okay, let’s see what it’s worth (which 
wasn’t very much) and let’s see what it 
needs.’ First of all we had to put it through 
an MOT which cost us about £3,000. A 
lot of the work was to do with the car just 
sitting – I think I only drove it twice. There 

were 488,866km (303,767 miles) on the 
clock but it still looked beautiful.

“Then we looked at what else needed 
to be done. It needed front and rear 
brake discs and new rear wheel bearings 
probably because it had been sat without 
moving for such a long time. 

“One major thing we were wary of 
was the condition of the wiring loom. 
Problems in this area are quite common 
on such cars that have been repatriated 
from Hong Kong because of the way they 
are used – the engine is started in the 
morning and runs all day for the air-con. 
You see cars in Hong Kong  with the 
engine running to keep the interior cool 
but they’re not moving. The heat builds up 
under the bonnet and the wiring suffers. 

“When we looked at the potential cost 
of replacing the wiring loom it simply 
couldn’t be justified. We looked at the 
cost to keep the Spur and the cost to get 
rid of it and decided it had to go.

“We sold it into the trade because we 
could foresee difficulties and to sell it with 
a clear conscience to a private buyer, who 
would probably be a club member, would 
have required an even more knock-down 
price, due to the work it needed.”
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Creation.
The makers of : Absolution • Ag • AnGel • Angelwash • Angelwax   
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SZ 

REGISTER
EXCLUSIVE  

WAX!
THE SPIRIT OF ANGELWAX

LIMITED EDITION HAND-POURED WAX 
MADE EXCLUSIVELY FOR THE SZ REGISTER

Now for something very special. The Spirit of Angelwax. This strictly limited edition 
show wax has been exclusively formulated for the SZ Register by Angelwax chief 
chemist John Hogg and hand poured from his favourite coffee pot* into specially 
labelled jars. We can’t promise everybody a trophy at the RREC concours but we 
can guarantee an incredible wet-look shine with amazing beading and 
sheeting that shrugs off everything the British summer can throw  

at your car when the heavens open.

*Turn to page 92 to discover what makes Angelwax so special

MADE BY HAND IN A LIMITED RUN OF 100ml JARS AT £30 EACH PLUS P&P

ORDER YOUR SPIRIT OF ANGELWAX NOW BY CALLING 0141 886 6732  
AND REGISTERING YOUR INTEREST WITH THE GUYS THAT MAKE IT
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The many faces of the 

Continental R  
 

1992 press photograph showing the Bentley Continental R soon after its public debut

New alloy wheels were introduced in 1994

Above: press photo from 1998 shows 
the Continental R with matrix grille, new 
bumpers and new alloys
Left: All 1993 model year Bentley 
Continental Rs featured a green badge 
(PCH42617)

22   Issue 2• SUMMER 2015

Marinus Rijkers outlines the history of the coupé that first appeared as a 

1991 prototype in Geneva and then carried Bentley into the 21st century
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The Bentley Continental R made its first 
public appearance in March 1991 at the 
Geneva Motor Show. There had been no 
two-door counterpart to the four-door 
saloons since production of the Corniche 
saloon finished at the end of 1980. 
Although the Camargue remained in 
production until 1986 it was considered 
to be a separate model in its own right. 
During the 1980s the factory certainly 
considered a successor to the Corniche 
by designing a two-door derivative of the 
Silver Spirit/Bentley Mulsanne, but those 
designs never reached production.

As a result, the Continental R was a 
welcome addition to the range and the 
decision was taken to build the car only 

year 1998 the vanes were replaced by the 
matrix grille (not the mesh of the Bentley 
Eight) and many owners replaced the 
vanes of their earlier car with a matrix 
grille. From the outset the radiator shell 
was finished in the body colour of the car. 

The Continental R was the first model 
to do away with the chrome strip along 
the centre of the bonnet, soon followed 
by the Brooklands and Turbo R. 

At the start of model year 1993 the 
Continental R was still a newly-introduced 
model and received few modifications. 
Among these changes were etched vanes 
fitted to the radiator grille as standard 
from chassis number 42501, with no 
alternative offered.

as a Bentley. The introduction of the 
Mulsanne Turbo in 1982 had paid off 
and the Bentley revival was already well 
underway. In fact, from 1990 onwards 
there were more Bentleys sold than Rolls-
Royce motor cars. 

In addition to boosting sales, the 
introduction of the Continental R was 
expected to further enhance the sporting 
ambitions of the Bentley marque. The 
turbocharged engine was better suited to 
the image of Bentley than that of Rolls-
Royce and took a lot of the credit for the 
coupé’s appeal. 

Bentley customers were delighted with 
this approach and the Continental R was a 
sales success from the outset.

From model year 1996, the Continental 
R received new 17-inch alloys fitted 
with 255/55-17 tyres. The engine bay 
was cosmetically enhanced by the 
introduction of plastic engine covers and 
all models received two front airbags.

New alloys were again introduced in 
model year 1997 and the interior was 
updated by using the same seats as the 
convertible Azure.

New bumpers and, yet again, new  
alloy wheels differentiate model year 
1998 cars which also feature a few interior 
detail modifications.

Marketing reasons were behind the 
decision for the Continental R to be 
launched as a 1993 MY car in the USA and 

 ‘STANDARD’ CONTINENTAL R
The Continental R used the same 6750cc 
V8 engine as fitted to all Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley vehicles at that time. The 
performance of the coupé had to at least 
equal that of the Turbo R and it received 
the most recent turbo upgrades the 
factory had available. That resulted in a 
power output of 328bhp at 4,200rpm 
providing 0-100kph acceleration in about 
6.5 seconds.

The Continental R also used the 
new GM 4L80-E four-speed automatic 
gearbox. From model year 1992 onwards 
every model would receive that gearbox, 
but the Continental R got it first. In 
addition, the Continental R was the first 
Bentley to have the gear selector on the 
centre console rather than on the steering 
column. The Turbo R and the Brooklands 
would include this update from the model 
year 1993 onwards.

The Continental R was fitted with 
16-inch alloys and could be ordered with 
an airbag as an option. In the early years 
a vaned grille was used and for model 

the American Continental Rs built in 1992 
had a 1993 chassis number. 

  GREEN BADGE
The badges of almost all Continental 
Rs were red. However, all model year 
1993 Bentleys were fitted with a green 
enamelled badge to commemorate the 
Diamond Jubilee of Bentley as part of 
Rolls-Royce. 

The Bentley 3½ Litre was announced 
in August 1933 and it was the first new 
model to be introduced following the 
acquisition of Bentley Motors by the then 
Rolls-Royce Limited two years earlier. 

The green badge is associated with the 
racing Bentleys of the late 1920s.
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  BRUNEI CONTINENTAL R
The Royal Family of Brunei were very 
important customers for Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley. An agent of the Sultan visited the 
Geneva Motor Show in 1991 and saw the 
new Continental R displayed. “My client 
wishes to buy the car”, the man said. “The 
car is a prototype,” Rolls-Royce explained. 
“No, you don’t understand. My client 
really wishes to buy this car.”

As a result, the Continental R was 
prepared for production while it was still 
a prototype at the Motor Show. It was 
about six months later that the first cars 
were shipped to Brunei. Looking at the 
chassis numbers, they were the second, 
fifth and 17th examples to be built and 
many other Continental Rs would follow. 

personalised embroidered head restraint 
covers, ruched door hide, a sports style 
steering wheel and a turbo boost gauge. 
The exact number of Concours editions 
was not limited in advance but finally 11 
were made.

 CONTINENTAL R JACK BARCLAY
Jack Barclay has always been one of the 
first dealers to offer special Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley models and has always been 
known for commissioning tasteful cars. 
For model year 1996 the dealer decided to 
construct a Dealer Limited Edition (DLE) 
based on the Bentley Continental R – and 
in order to keep the edition exclusive, it 
was decided to limit the production to 
just 10 examples.

The Jack Barclay model was made to 
look more dramatic by enlarging the 
flared wheel arches and increasing the 
rear track. The ride height was lowered by 
15 mm and fitted 18-inch sport wheels 
(similar to those of the Continental T) 
with 285/45 ZR low profile tyres.

For the interior, Bentley Azure style 
seats were used with ruched centre 
sections. Further enhancements included 
amendments to the gear knob, steering 
wheel, audio system, exhaust, the air dam, 

Of the 146 Continental Rs built in 
model year 1992, 22 were delivered to 
Brunei, with another 12 following in 1993.

The Brunei royal family was creating 
the largest private car collection in the 
world and many special derivatives of the 
Continental R were undertaken on the 
condition that the special Brunei models 
would not be sold to the public. 

The results of these efforts included 
a four door saloon, an estate car, a 
stretched model and several two-door 
versions, including convertibles. Some 
of these cars received a unique model 
name, such as the Bentley B2, Bentley 
B3, Bentley Spectre, Bentley Silverstone, 
Bentley Monte Carlo, Bentley Phoenix, 
Bentley Rapier and Bentley Buccaneer.

the headlamp surrounds, the treadplates, 
turbo boost gauge and the colour of the 
vanes of the air inlet duct.

 CONTINENTAL R CORNES DLE
Japanese dealer Cornes has been 
responsible for several special editions 
over the years. During model year 1997 it 
ordered six Continental Rs as the Cornes 
Dealer Limited Edition. For these, a 
stainless steel trim strip was added to the 
wheel arches, there were matching sill 
finishers, and the wheels were replaced 
with 18-inch Continental T examples and 
255/50 tyres. 

The facia used the Continental T layout 
and the steering wheel and gear knob 
were changed. Cornes added special 
badges and a tread plate inscription. There 
was also an Alpine navigation system, 

  CONTINENTAL S
For model year 1995 the factory was 
working on an intercooler. The Bentley 
Turbo S was built on the Turbo R platform, 
the Rolls-Royce Corniche S on the 
Corniche IV and the Bentley Continental 
S on the Continental R. The Continental S 
used a Garrett AirResearch turbocharger 
with liquid-cooled intercooler. The power 
was boosted to 402bhp at 4,000rpm. 

The Bentley Continental S was built in 
limited numbers with only 39 examples 
completed. It was supplied to selected 
European (especially UK), Middle Eastern 
and Asian markets only.

  CONTINENTAL R CONCOURS
In the middle of the 1990s the successor 
to the SZ range was not ready for launch. 
In order to maintain sales the factory 
stimulated interest in the existing models 
by introducing bespoke and limited 
editions. This began with the introduction 
of the Concours edition Continental R. 
This car featured flared wheel arches, an 
increased front and rear track and bonnet 
vents. Inside, there was silverstone and 
slate leather trim and grey tinted bird’s-
eye maple veneer, including the gear 
knob. Other special features included 

an audible reversing aid and electrically 
operated folding door mirrors.

 CONTINENTAL R BEVERLY HILLS
The US Beverly Hills dealer offered a 
Continental R DLE during model year 
1998. This model, sometimes called the 
California edition, was less restrained than 
many other special editions. 

The car was given chrome headlamp 
rings, an oval stainless steel exhaust and 
a polished stainless steel radiator shell. 
Americans preferred a more muscular 
look, provided on the Beverly Hills by 
enhanced wheel arches in the style of the 
Continental T. The dealer also replaced 
the standard alloys with 18-inch wheels 
and 285/45 tyres. The upholstery was also 
changed, special badges were added and a 
turbo pressure gauge was fitted.

 
THE ONLY CONTINENTAL R WITHOUT A TURBO          

The Continental R was specified with a turbo engine as a standard. Yet, when 
studying the chassis numbers, it is apparent that there was one example with a 
normally aspirated engine. It’s NCX42003, the third Continental R built. “42003 was 
initially built for Switzerland,” Tony Flood, who worked at Crewe for 40 years, told 
me. “However, the order was changed towards the end of its assembly and the car 
was supplied to a Saudi customer who had the turbo engine changed prior to sale.  
I am amazed, because Saudi customers usually wanted the latest specification.” But 
why this example wasn’t equiped with a turbo will stay one of the RR&B secrets.

These internet pictures show the different versions of the Continental R the sultan ordered. 
The car with the flag (above right) is a stretched Continental R with a raised roofline.

The Continental S can be identified by the boot badge but cosmetically it is identical to the R

Jack Barclay edition has ruched Azure style seats; most special editions have a boost gauge

Cornes edition with trim strips on the wheel arches and matching sill finishers
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finish on the wood and bezels around the 
gauges. This Special Edition also had a 
stainless steel gear knob and exhaust trim, 
drilled pedals, a red starter button and, 
again, a turbo pressure gauge.

 
 CONTINENTAL R SYMBOLIC DLE 
Symbolic is an important American dealer  
and it specified a 1998 Continental R as a 
DLE. There were 36 non-standard features, 
including an engine upgrade to 420bhp 
and several Continental T features. 

Symbolic changed the leather, the wood, 
the sound equipment, the bumpers, 
badges and many other features. Only one 
example was built.

 CONTINENTAL R CHATSWORTH 
The Bentley Continental R Chatsworth 
is an English limited edition based on a 
1998 model year Continental R and six 
examples were manufactured. Special 
features included additional chrome trim 
to the outside and black accents in place 

of chrome for the interior which features 
woodwork in grey stained bird’s-eye 
maple. Unusually for a special edition, the 
standard body panels were used rather 
than those of the Continental T, although 
it did have 18-inch alloys. 

 CONTINENTAL R MULLINER
Although Mulliner had long implemented 
the special wishes of individual customers, 
it was not until 1998 that it was possible 
to order a Mulliner edition four-door 
Bentley saloon, and it was 1999 before 
one could order a two-door coupé as a 
Mulliner edition. 

The Bentley Continental R Mulliner 
introduced in model year 1999 was 
marketed by the factory as a reincarnation 
of the 1952 R-Type Continental that, in 
those days, was the fastest four-seater car 
in the world. 

Primarily, the Continental R Mulliner 
was a more powerful version of the 
Continental R, in which the equipment 
could be enhanced with special Mulliner 
features. The Continental R Mulliner 
was fitted with the Continental T engine 
producing 420bhp at 4,000 rpm and 
875Nm at 2,200 rpm as standard. 

The model featured flared wings and 
wheel arches, mesh vents in the front 
wings as an option, sports bumpers with 
wire mesh inserts to match the radiator 

grille, contoured sills, a single large 
diameter exhaust pipe finisher and a 
Mulliner badge on the bootlid.

The steering rack was 20 per cent 
quicker than that of the standard 
Continental R and it was fitted with 18-
inch five-spoke alloy wheels and Pirelli 
P-Zero 285/45 low profile tyres. 

Optionally, there was a stage 2 
suspension set-up available – this had 
revised damper tuning and thicker  
anti-roll bars.

By the time the 1999 Continental 
R Mulliner edition was introduced, 
there were very few standard Bentley 
Continental Rs being ordered and 
the Mulliner version then accounted 
for between 80 and 90% of the total 
Continental R production.

 CONTINENTAL R MILLENNIUM
To celebrate the start of the 21st 
century, Bentley announced a limited 
edition Continental R Mulliner called the 
Continental R Millennium. 

Production was limited to 10 examples 
and they were only offered on the 
American market. The Millennium edition 
used the special Mulliner wide body 
with four-inch wheelarch flares and the 
420bhp engine. 

To satisfy US tastes, the car was 
fitted with 18-inch chrome wheels and 
a stainless steel, laser-cut matrix grille. 
Additionally, the car included a number  
of unique interior features including  
a green push button starter and  
numbered tread plates with the words 
‘Millennium Edition’.

 
OPTIONAL SUSPENSION PACKAGES          

After the Bentley Continental T was released, the factory used the tooling developed 
for the Continental T to modify the suspension of many special editions of the 
Continental R. These modifications could be ordered with two different rear 
suspension packs.

Pack 1: Flared wheel arches, wider rear track of 16mm, Continental T wheels with 
285/45 18 tyres.

Pack 2: Standard wheel arches, 6mm spacers, Continental T wheels fitted with   
255/50 18 tyres.

The Mulliner editions of the Bentley Continental R used suspension pack 1. 

The 1998 Continental R Special 
Edition (WCX63090)

1999 Bentley Continental R Mulliner 
(XCH63160). Flared wings and 18-inch 
alloys were fitted, as was a quicker steering 
rack to take advantage of the 420bhp 
engine. Stiffer suspension with revised 
damper settings and thicker anti-roll bars 
was available as an option

The Chatsworth features two-tone Continental T style seat trim, it has black accents in place of chrome, and grey stained bird’s-eye maple

 CONTINENTAL R SPECIAL EDITION
During the 1998 model year a special 
edition Continental R called ‘Continental 
R Special Edition’ was introduced. 
Production was limited to 10 LHD 
examples, of which four were delivered 
to Germany, two to Italy and four to the 
USA. This car looked “fatter” than the 
standard model thanks to the Continental 
T rear suspension pack with 18-inch 
alloys and Pirelli P Zero 255 x 50 tyres. 
Special features on the facia include a dark 
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 CONTINENTAL R 420
For model year 2001 another special 
Continental R Mulliner was offered. In 
fact, this was a ‘standard’ Mulliner but, 
by calling it a ‘420’, the huge engine 
power was highlighted. The limited series 
of 18 examples was distinguished by a 
numbered plaque on the dashboard but 
had no other different features.

 CONTINENTAL R LE MANS
In 2001, after 71 years of absence, Bentley 
returned to racing at the Le Mans circuit 
with the Bentley EXP Speed 8. The team 
finished third, a really good placing for 
a newcomer. To celebrate this result, 
Bentley launched special editions of the 
Arnage Red Label and the Continental R 
Mulliner, with a planned production run 
of 150 and 50 examples respectively. In 
the end, 153 Arnages and 46 Continental 
Rs were built. In addition, five Le Mans 
Continental T editions were manufactured 
and four similar Bentley Azures.

The Continental R Le Mans had the 
same power as the standard Continental R 
Mulliner (420 bhp). But the Le Mans was 
further widened at the wheel arches, and 
was fitted with five-spoke 18-inch alloys, 
sports bumpers and two twin exhausts. 
Air vents were fitted to the front wings 
but were purely cosmetic. 

The facia was embellished by 
instruments having a dark green 
background, “Le Mans Series” lettering 
on the speedometer and rev counter and 
straight grain walnut with inlaid Bentley 
wings etched in intricate detail. 

Further features were Bentley wings 
inlaid into the waistrails of the doors, 
winged B motifs embroidered onto the 
headrests of the two-tone, perforated 
hide upholstery, exclusive chrome and 
leather design for the gear lever, drilled 
pedals and unique treadplate plaques.

 CONTINENTAL R FINAL SERIES
In 2003, when Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
went their separate ways, the elderly 
Continental R had to make way for the 
Continental GT but not before a Final 
Series of 11 examples was built.

The Continental R Final Series was 
essentially a Continental R Mulliner with 
much widened wheel arches, five-spoke 
18-inch rims with 9.5J tyres and Bentley 
branded brake callipers. In the two-tone 
interior the sports seats and door inserts 
were diamond quilted, the facia had 
chromed bezels, a turbo boost gauge was 
fitted, as was a large red starter button.

 ASSOCIATED MODELS
The Continental R was a great sales 
success. It was elegant, attractive and 
sporty and appealed to a wide range of 
customers. From the outset there were a 
lot of experiments regarding variants and 
many of these reached production. 

In 1995 an open-top version was 
introduced, the Bentley Azure, that would 
take over from the Rolls-Royce Corniche 
IV and Bentley Continental convertible. 

In 1996 a shortened and faster version 
was launched, the Continental T. 

In 1998 the remarkable Continental SC 
with its removable roof panels appeared. 
Finally a Rolls-Royce version based on the 

Continental R platform was introduced (it 
is, perhaps, more accurate to say based on 
the Bentley Azure platform), and this was 
the fifth generation Rolls-Royce Corniche, 
or Corniche (2000).

Individual customers have always 
approached coachbuilders for aftermarket 
modifications to their Rolls-Royce or 
Bentley. Continental Rs are no exception  
and the special editions of the 1990s 
certainly inspired a number of customers 
to specify their own personal designs. 

One well known example of such an 
individual design is the Continental R 
Leggera by Carlo Talamo (Italy’s Rolls-
Royce and Bentley distributor). 

This 1996 Continental R with deleted 
rear seats and no inner head lights was 
intended to recall the Bentley Blower of 
the 1930s. It was fitted with a polished 
aluminium bonnet, a Bentley Eight mesh 
grille, 285/45ZR18 tyres, a facia clad 
in turned alloy, a modified engine with 
new cams, gas-flowed heads and a ram 
air intake, and numerous other special 
features. This is just one example among 
many of the work that could be done to 
make a car more individual. 

 IN PRODUCTION TO THE END
Besides all the various special editions 
the “standard” Bentley Continental R 
remained a current model and could be 
bought right up until model year 2003. 

However, it was not particularly popular. 
In model year 2001, for example, only five 
examples were sold. In model year 2002 
there was not a single buyer and in model 
year 2003 there was only one. 

I have inquired into what happened 
during these last years of production. Was 
the standard Continental R perhaps not 
available in practice, in order to boost the 
Mulliner editions? 

“No”, Tony Flood told me. “The 
company introduced the Continental R 
Mulliner and the Continental R Le Mans as 
limited editions to keep the Continental 
name very much in the Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley mind prior to the launch of the 
Continental GT. Do not assume just 
because a “standard” Continental R was 
not built in 2002 that it ceased being 
built, it just meant nobody ordered one. 

“But the model was still effectively in 
production during that year and actually 
ceased production only in 2003, along 
with the Continental R Mulliner. The 
reason just one was built was because 
the customer was one of the few who 
did not want a limited edition model but 
preferred a ‘standard’ car.” 

So the ‘standard’ Continental R soldiered 
on. But in the last years of production the 
people who ordered such a car belonged 
to a dying breed – and, as a result, the 
plain Bentley Continental R came to be 
every bit as exclusive as a limited edition.

• With thanks to Tony Flood and Gary 
Greenwood for their help. The figures in the 
table are from research at THH, however 
Tony Flood has advised some different data 
and his figures are shown in brackets.

 
THE LAST CONTINENTAL R           

The very last standard Bentley Continental R to be built is chassis 3CX01874 from 
model year 2003. An American customer from Houston, Texas ordered a black 
Continental R trimmed with black leather. On the specification sheet there is a note 
saying “Standard wheel arches”, so this was a standard feature to be ordered as a 
special edition. For the non-standard features the owner requested “Body wing vents 
(Mulliner style with mesh inserts), veneered panels to front doors and embroidered 
emblems to all head restraints”. So, the car was allowed to be a bit Mulliner, but 
not too much before it was released in October 2002. Following this example there 
were still two Final Series models produced before the curtain fell for the last time on 
Continental R production.

Bentley Continental R model year figures                                                                                         © Marinus Rijkers

 Continental R Continental S Continental R Mulliner
Model Year LHD RHD  Mulliner Milennium Le Mans Final Series Total
1992 71 75 - -  - - - 146 (141)
1993 209 76 - -  - - - 285 
1994 150 101 - -  - - - 251 
1995 85 76 39 -  - - - 200 (199)
1996 104 86 - -  - - - 190 
1997 37 43 - -  - - - 80 
1998 72 75 - -  - - - 147 (145)
1999 7 8 - 23  - - - 38 
2000 7 4 - 44  10 - - 65 
2001 5 0 - 47  - 25 - 77 (84)
2002 0 0 - 24  - 21 - 45 (44)
2003 1 0 - 10  - - 11 22 
Totals 748 544 39 148  10 46 11 1546 

The Continental R Le Mans used the same dashboard layout as the Continental T with straight grain walnut and the gauges were tinted green
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An exhaust in 
shining armour

Clockwise from top: with the catalysts  in 
place, the centre twin silencers are fitted; 
damage to the original system; new rear 
silencer box and stainless tail pipes; the pipe 
bending machine

30   Issue 2 • SUMMER 2015

items, which have released a little extra 
power. But they have not altered the noise 
level, or the sound of the exhaust in any 
way that my ear can discern. However, 
if you did want a more throaty exhaust 
sound, then fit 100 grade cats.

The two separate cats were fitted into 
the downpipes from the manifold, and 
are staggered, so that the pipe runs can 
be kept close together. I watched as STS 
fabricated the new piping. So easy when 
you have the right kit! The original pipes 
were removed and clamped to one end 
of a machine. At the other end, a length 
of straight stainless pipe is fitted. The 
machine then automatically bends the 
new pipe to exactly the same shape as the 
original. The new secondary silencer box 
at the rear looked just like the original. 

The twin chrome tail pipes were 
replaced with similar ones made from 
polished stainless steel. New stainless 
steel flanges and stainless steel fasteners 
were used throughout. The bottom 
line, for the complete system (fitted) 
and including VAT, was £944.99 with a 
‘lifetime of the car’ guarantee. 

to renew the whole exhaust system, in 
stainless steel.

The first requirement, as far as I was 
concerned, was that a new exhaust should 
be made from low carbon type 304 
austenitic stainless steel. From experience, 
I knew that a system fabricated from 
this would probably outlast the car. 
The second criterion was that the quiet 
exhaust note should not be altered.

After some research I came across 
Powerflow Exhausts (UK) which 
manufactures a range of stainless steel 
exhaust components. These are fitted by 
franchisees across the country. I cannot 
speak for all of them but the outlet I used, 
STS in Bromley, Kent, delivered a first 
class product at a very keen price.

Most aftermarket catalysts are specified 
for up to 4.5-litre engine capacity, so 
the Continental R would need two. The 
exhaust component I had damaged 
contained two cats side by side within 
a single box. Inside each cat is a packed 
mesh of stainless foil impregnated with 
rare metal molecules, typically platinum. 
The mesh comes in three grades: 100, 200 
and 400. The larger the number, the finer 
the mesh. As a result of the mesh, the cat 
offers resistance to the exhaust flow and 
introduces power robbing back pressure. 
The cats as originally fitted were 400 
grade. I chose to fit a pair of 200 grade 

I had owned my Continental R for just 
a few weeks when I took it on the RREC 
‘Welsh Weekend’. All was going well until 
I mistakenly turned into a narrow one-
way lane In Llandrindod Wells. Coming 
towards me was a tractor and trailer 
driven by a farmer making welcoming 
gestures. I had no option but to turn the 
car around. Now, turning 5.3 metres of 
Continental R in little more than its own 
length is never easy. As I eased the car 
onto the verge there was an ominous 
scraping noise and, once home and over 
my inspection pit, I could see that I had 
damaged the main silencer/catalyst. 

The damage I had caused was 
exacerbated by the fact that much of the 
exhaust system was was suffering from 
the effects of wear and tear, no doubt 
aggrevated by old age. The non-stainless 
steel cladding on the catalyst was barely 
1mm thick and was corroding from the 
inside. This cat assembly forms the lowest 
part of the car and it had clearly been 
scraped many times by previous owners, 
probably on speed bumps. The flanges 
that joined the various boxes were mild 
steel and all of them, together with their 
associated fasteners, were rusting. 

The next shock was to discover that 
the cost of replacing the catalyst alone 
would have bought a decent secondhand 
family car. So I bit the bullet and decided 

The scraping of steel on stone during a three-point turn in a Welsh lane 

sounded the death knell for Chas Vyse’s exhaust. But his Continental R  

was soon back to health thanks to a custom-made stainless system 
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Seaside
rendezvous

With a third of RREC members living in the South East and another third 

just across the Channel, Folkestone Racecourse was the perfect spot to 

host the International Weekend on 23-25 May. The SZ Register was out 

in force on all three days with a number of members making the journey 

from Germany, Portugal, the Netherlands and beyond
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Folkestone 
FACT FILE
220
Acres covered by Folkestone 
Racecourse

2.04
Number of times the 434,891m2 
Bentley factory at Crewe would fit into 
Folkestone racecourse. The factory has 
37 of its 107.5 acres under cover

24
Register members pre-booked for the 
International Weekend – that’s more 
than one in 10 members worldwide

238
Laps of the one mile three furlong 
Folkestone racecourse SZ Registrar 
Juergen Buech would have completed 
on the 526km drive from his home in 
Germany to the International Weekend 

Above: SZ Register member Ralph Bünger 
drove his 1953 Silver Dawn 900 miles from 
Portugal to win the prize for the furthest 
distance travelled by a Rolls-Royce to 
attend the show
Right: Ken Harwood’s Rolls-Royce Flying 
Spur (SCH55490 ) was voted Best Post-
War Motor Car
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Whatever is in your garage, 
‘treat it to a trickle’

‘Intelligent’ Battery Conditioners / Trickle Chargers for your 
cars, mowers, quad bikes etc. 

Designed to work alongside engine management systems with protection against 
‘spikes’, polarity reversal or short circuits. Auto reset after mains power supply failure.

www.agri-shop.co.uk or phone Ian on 07803 596660

Mr B’s BIG 
ADVENTURE
Gibraltar and back 
in a Turbo RT

MYSTIQUE OF  
A MULLINER
Bespoke Bentleys 

ULTIMATE LIST OF 
EVERYTHING SZ
162 models featured  
from 1980 to 2003

Issue 2 • SUMMER 2015

132-page 

Bumper 

Edition
FOR ALL OWNERS AND ENTHUSIASTS OF 1980s 
AND 1990s ROLLS-ROYCE AND BENTLEY CARS
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THE SPIRIT
    The magazine of the Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ Club SZ Register

BIG INTERVIEW  
SIR DAVID 
PLASTOW
Leading the team 
that led to the SZ

CHARNLEY
 P U B L I S H I N G

IF YOU LIKE THE SPIRIT 
WHY NOT LET US DO THE 

SAME FOR YOU?
COPY WRITING, DESIGN AND PRODUCTION OF 

MAGAZINES • NEWSLETTERS • ADVERTISEMENTS  
LEAFLETS • BROCHURES

richard@charnleypublishing.co.uk
01749 831416  
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Above: The International Weekend provided 
the first opportunity for many SZ Register 
members to meet each other and enjoy 
their cars in the spring sunshine 
Left: All types of post-war Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley motor cars were represented 
(along with many earlier models) but SZs 
easily outnumbered the others

Folkestone 
FACT FILE
47
SZ cars counted on the showfield by 
lunchtime on Sunday

376
Number of 843.75cc cylinders under 
the bonnets of those 47 SZs

15,000
The odometer reading of Hans Porrio’s 
1986 Silver Spirit by the time he 
reached Folkestone from Arnhem. That 
means 7 per cent of its 29-year total 
was added in a single weekend.

20
Months between when the idea of  
an International Weekend was 
conceived in September 2013 and 
Hands Across the Sea becoming a 
reality in May 2015
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Mr B’s big
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Ian Course makes an epic 14-day, 4,600-mile 

round trip to Gibraltar for a friend’s wedding  

in his Turbo RT, returning via Monte Carlo

In January 2014 I received an invitation to 
a friend’s wedding that August in Gibraltar 
with a pool/wedding party the following 
day at their villa not far from Malaga.

The seed was set for a road trip in the 
Turbo R. I knew the car needed some work 
to make the journey so I entrusted it to 
Colbrook Specialists, near Peterborough. 
But when I dropped it off, I saw this lovely 
Turbo RT in the showroom. In a flippant 
mood I said to Colin Ayres (a partner at 
Colbrook): “Let me know how much the 
work will cost and, just for a laugh, let me 
know how much I would have to part with 
if I were to trade in both my cars?” 

My other car was a 1987 Turbo – 
needless to say, I became the owner of 
that 1997 RT, ‘Mr B’ as he is now known. 

Through a mutual friend within the 
club and on Facebook, I was introduced 
to Marie Von Lowenherz and, during our 
FB messages, I said I was planning a road 
trip to southern Spain. Who suggested 
that we should go together I cannot 
remember, but less than two weeks later 
we embarked on a 14-day journey with 
4,600 miles (6,500km as I kept being 
reminded) ahead of us – a brave move on 
both our parts.

This was always going to be a ‘whistle 
stop tour’ of Europe, however Mr B was 
duly packed and we set off for Dover on 
Saturday 20th September at 6.45am 
– a time that one of us from a farming 
background knows quite well, the other is 
not so familiar with. 

 adventure
OVERLEAF: 6:45am, Cambridge and the journey begins 
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DAY 1 – SATURDAY
Our sunrise start for Dover gets 
underway while Starbucks’ staff are 
still asleep in their beds 

First stop was Birchanger Services on the 
M11 for a Starbucks coffee. As will become 
apparent, there is one type of coffee that 
keeps a certain lady ‘happy’, the trouble 
was they were closed; fortunately the 
one 30 miles further along the road at 
Lakeside Services was open – phew!  

We arrived at Dover at 9.15 for the 
10am sailing to Dunkirk. A suggestion 
here; if you do this route, book the first 
class option for €12 per person. You get 
priority loading and unloading, and comfy 
seats with vitally important wifi – those of 

accommodation, the Mercure Hotel in 
the town of Versailles where entering and 
exiting the underground car park is not for 
the faint hearted; good clutch control (for 
those with a manual gearbox) and an even 
better turning circle are vital.

DAY 3 – MONDAY
I am relieved of responsibility for 
accommodation, driving, general 
navigation and finding Starbucks

Monday saw a fleeting return to Versailles 
Palace to grab some more pictures – what 
is it about a Bentley and a beautiful lady? 
It appears you can park anywhere to take 
pictures without anyone complaining.
It was then off to Bordeaux, by this time 

you that saw the pictures and stories on 
Facebook, will understand why... 

Landing in Dunkirk we headed for 
Düsseldorf to celebrate Marie’s father’s 
birthday; I was shown with much pride 
his concours E-Type, a truly beautiful 
car, and then taken around the Classic 
Remise showroom (www.remise.de) – it’s 
mouthwatering but a EuroMillions lottery 
win is required to buy some of those cars.

DAY 2 – SUNDAY
Gendarmes turn a blind eye to the 
spectacle of Marie sitting on the roof 
for photos at the Eiffel Tower

We headed for Paris in torrential rain. 
However, the clouds did clear to reveal 

we were four hours behind schedule, but 
in true style Mr B sat back and ate up the 
miles – we discussed that, me with miles 
and Marie with kilometres. 

After my attempt at finding the 
previous nights’ accommodation (we 
walked out upon arrival) hotels became 
Marie’s department; along with driving, 
finding Starbucks and general navigation. 
I was learning. Even photography lessons 
were thrown in for me as Marie is a very 
accomplished photographer. 

That evening the Mercure Bordeaux 
Chateau Chartrons was our resting  
place, again highly recommended, with a 
huge secure underground car park and  
a good restaurant.  

DAY 4  – TUESDAY
Running late. Early starts are ‘not 
appreciated’ so we must drive faster. 
Result? A speeding ticket

At this point I realised that to get to our 
destination in time for the wedding we 
needed a change of plan; as mentioned 
before, early morning starts are “not 
appreciated” or “high on the agenda”, so 
we did not have any time to look around 
Bordeaux; but it is on my return list. 

Late morning saw us heading across 
the French/Spanish border and guess who 
picked up a speeding ticket – if only I had 
done what I was told and slowed down. 

Parts of Spain are very beautiful but 
it is not until one travels through the 
countryside that you see the brand new 
‘ghost towns’, where the builders have 
walked away from their jobs leaving 
houses incomplete and bridges across 
valleys with no roads leading to them. 

We arrived in the town of Salamanca 
only to find, to the uninitiated, what 
looked like a Douglas Dakota aircraft  
(I stand to be corrected) on a plinth in  
a scrap yard – now there was another 
photo opportunity.  

We stayed at the Artheus Carmelitas 
Hotel in the centre of town, which has 
an underground car park, a little on the 
small side, but with care, manoeuvring 
is possible; the staff were very friendly 

a five mile stretch of clear straight 
autobahn ahead of us, so it just had to be 
done – the speed limiter really does work! 

Paris saw us taking pictures near the 
Eiffel Tower and at other iconic locations 
where the gendarmes just viewed us with 
mild scepticism, ‘they’re English’. Sitting 
a lady on the roof of Mr B in front of the 
Arc de Triomphe is one way of slowing 
the traffic. In Marie’s eyes no visit to 
Paris could be complete without a trip to 
Starbucks on Boulevard des Capucines 
– with its exquisite Renaissance style 
paintings on the ceilings, the building 
alone is well worth a visit. A trip to the 
gardens of Versailles Palace in glorious 
sunshine ended day two, our night’s 

and welcoming, and the décor stunning. 
There are numerous restaurants in the 
old town catering for all tastes and if 
you like shopping there is no shortage of 
exclusive and niche shops, the cultural 
difference between town and country is 
vast. Furthermore, the cathedral church is 
stunning and well worth a visit.

DAY 5 – WEDNESDAY
No Starbucks to be found but the 
hot chocolate served by a local café 
proves to be a good alternative

We headed south towards Seville; no 
Starbucks in this part of Spain, however 
we found a most amazing café in a small 
town off the autovía, with cakes, pastries 

and a “so so smooth hot chocolate” – just 
the smell added lbs (kgs).

We had only booked two hotels prior 
to leaving the UK, The Alhaurin Golf Hotel 
(www.alhauringolf.com)  being one, as 
this was close to my friend’s villa and the 
subsequent Saturday wedding reception 
pool party; more on that later. It is 
reasonably priced, with excellent food and 
service; however major construction work 
next door has just started, so be aware if 
booking within the next 18 months or so. 

DAY 6 – THURSDAY
Mr B develops a gearbox problem at 
1,000m in the Spanish mountains then 
recovers. Everybody is still puzzled…

The day started with Mr B having a ‘wash’ 
at the local garage and thereafter we set 
off for Ronda; choosing the mountain 
roads was a good idea for the scenery and 
photographs, however Mr B developed a 
problem with the gearbox; a very erratic 

What is it about a Bentley 

and a beautiful lady? It  

appears you can park 

anywhere to take pictures 

without anyone complaining 

Left: gendarmes seemed to turn a blind eye 
to an Englishman taking car photos in Paris
From top: ghost towns are dotted all across 
the countryside in Spain; stunning décor of 
the Artheus Carmelitas hotel in Salamanca; 
magnificent view at the Alhaurin Golf Hotel
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uptake of drive and a whine from the 
torque converter, all quite disconcerting. 
Where do you find a Bentley Specialist 
at 3,300ft (1,000m) in the middle of a 
mountain range? We checked the fluid 
levels, all OK, the temperature gauge had 
only risen slightly. Fortunately we were 
able to get a phone signal, but a call back 
to Colbrooks left us all stumped. 

At this point I should point out that 
what Marie does not know about torque 
converters and gearboxes is not worth 
knowing – strange but true – but it had 
her baffled as well! Anyway, while we 
pondered, paced and admired the view 
we decided to see if we could limp to the 
next town; I turned the key and Mr B fired 
up instantly. I engaged drive and he pulled 
off as smooth as silk. For the rest of our 
journey he performed faultlessly. 

We arrived in Ronda in another 
torrential downpour; it is truly a 
beautiful town, albeit there is a lot of 
commercialism for the tourists with some 

really tacky ‘stuff’ in some of the shops. 
After a walk round the town, visiting some 
of the museums, churches and exquisite 
food shops we found a lovely restaurant 
which served the most delicious Tapas 
and the cheese drizzled with honey was 
to die for. We arrived back at the hotel at 
midnight, a long but lovely and interesting 
day but still puzzling over a gearbox… 

DAY 7 – FRIDAY
Wedding Day. Note to self: next time 
remember to write down the address 
of the car park where you leave Mr B

Wedding Day, we made it! We had 
planned to travel to Gibraltar with some 
of the other guests, but wanting to see 

whether the gearbox was okay or if the 
car needed to get to a local dealer, we 
opted to make our own way – by hire car 
if necessary. I went for a 15km drive and 
everything was fine, smooth take up and 
changes, kick down all working perfectly, 
so we took ourselves to La Linea, the 
Spanish town ‘on the border’ having 
intentions to walk across. 

We found some secure undercover 
parking, hailed a taxi for the 1km ride to 
the border, jumped in and then ½ km 
along the road said “what’s the address 
of the car park in which we’ve just left 
the car?” Sheer panic, as we are in a taxi 
where the driver speaks no English and 
we have no idea where we left Mr B. 
With drawings, gesticulation, and broken 
Spanish we managed to get the driver to 
write down where the car was; well we 
hoped he was correct.

Crossing the border on foot was fairly 
easy, however I am sorry to say our first 
introduction to Gibraltar was not very 
inspiring; it was dirty with some very 
unhelpful English people. We eventually 
found a taxi to take us to The O’Callaghan 
Hotel where we met up with some of 
the other wedding party, the room I had 
booked was not the one we received 
and had quite shabby décor. Despite 
complaining all I got was ‘shrugged 
shoulders’! Disappointing considering the 
service received elsewhere so far. 

The ceremony and reception was at 
The Top of the Rock Restaurant, which 
meant travelling by cable car; now I used 
to ski, and would happily sit on chair lifts, 
but over the last few years I have started 
to suffer from vertigo, so the packed car 
with everyone saying, “look at the view” 
and “look how far down it is” had me 
firmly looking at my polished shoes. Once 
up there I was out on the observation 
platform taking pictures, looking down 
without a problem – nearly as strange as 
Mr B’s gearbox issues. We left The Rock at 
11pm and headed back to our hotel, only 
to be kept awake half of the night by a 
group of Brits on a stag and hen weekend 
– but I was young once!

DAY 8 – SATURDAY
UK-style weather and Gibraltar’s 
pedestrian pace of life fail to dampen 
our spirits for the post-wedding party

We woke to a wet ‘British’ morning but 
nevertheless walked around the town and 
found the most beautiful church hidden in 
a courtyard; after a coffee we headed back 
to the hotel, to pack and return to the 
border and, more importantly, Mr B – still 
wondering if we had the right address. 

Now everything on Gibraltar runs at 
a certain pace and cannot be hurried, so 
with the taxi ordered for 11am we sat and 
waited. Then a massive storm hit and 
the power went off for the whole island; 
people got stuck in lifts, there were no 

phones and more importantly no taxi. 
One and a half hours and a walk in the 
rain later, I found a taxi in the centre of 
town, got back to the hotel, collected 
Marie and our luggage, and eventually 
headed for the border, and hopefully Mr B. 
Thankfully the address was correct! 

The weather improved and we headed 
back to The Alhaurin to change for the 
supposed pool party but, by the time we 
got there, the rain had started again, the 
temperature had dropped and the winds 
had got up. Newlyweds Chris and Lyn’s 
villa is down a 2km track, fairly bumpy but 
in dry conditions quite passable; in the 
wet it’s a chalky muddy slurry – Bentley 
do not need to make a 4x4, Mr B coped 

well.  We had a lovely party with friends 
and I was given dispensation to drink!

DAY 9 – SUNDAY
Mr B has a quick wash before lunch at 
the swanky Marbella Club; then we 
make the long drive to Valencia

Mr B was treated to a good clean before 
we headed off to meet some friends of 
Marie at The Marbella Club – very grand, 
valet parking and very reasonable. Then 
we were on our way back to Malaga and 
on to Granada to see the gardens at The 
Alhambra Palace (again in torrential rain) 
with tea at The Alhambra Palace Hotel. 

The Melia Hotel in Valencia beckoned 
but not before stopping for supper with 

some friends in Altea, a very beautiful 
town just to the north of Benidorm, which 
unlike the latter has not been destroyed 
by tourism; I do wish we had been able to 
spend more time there.

We arrived in Valencia at 1am and 
found ourselves on the 15th floor with a 
beautiful view of the city. 

DAY 10 – MONDAY
An engine temperature scare makes 
us a bit stressed but not as much as 
negotiating the centre of Barcelona

We had a leisurely breakfast and I went off 
to the swimming pool and sauna, Marie 
for a massage. It was then a trip into the 
city, looking at the stunning architecture, 

Above: Mr B develops an unexplained 
gearbox issue high in the Spanish mountains
From left: Marbella Club is very grand but 
the bill was surprisingly affordable; the 
mountain roads provided views of stunning 
scenery on the way to Rhonda; no matter 
how tight the schedule, there is always time 
to make a stop at Starbucks

Mr B developed a problem 

with the gearbox. Quite 

disconcerting: where do you

find a specialist at 1,000m 

up a Spanish mountain? 
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a late lunch and a bit more shopping, I 
have never heard a woman complain so 
much about going shopping!

Barcelona was our next stop and we 
would have arrived at a reasonable hour 
but a water temperature issue gave some 
concern. After a half hour rest we put it 
down to a faulty sensor as the engine 
temperature seemed normal, with no loss 
of water.

We arrived at The Catalonia Ramblas in 
Barcelona around 5pm, not an ideal time 
to look for a hotel in the centre of a city 
where traffic lights, road markings, and 
policemen waving batons are completely 
ignored by everyone and the Sat Nav, 
iPad and she who must be obeyed all give 

DAY 12 – THURSDAY
St Tropez is the place for beautiful 
people and great food but for me a  
Tarte Tropézienne takes the biscuit 

It must be the sea air, or maybe St Tropez 
itself, but said lady who ‘does not do 
mornings’ was up with the lark and raring 
to go – and it soon became apparent that 
I was to be chauffeured. Marie spent the 
summer here and knows the area well so 
I was happy to sit back and enjoy the view.

St Tropez in late September has shed a 
lot of tourists, and multi-million pound 
yachts, too; however there were still a few 
left there and had I been prepared to sell 
Mr B, I doubt I would have raised enough 
to pay for the fuel out of the harbour.  

different instructions. There is a remedy, 
however; pull over on the side of the road, 
let the passersby cause mayhem as they 
stop to admire the car and walk down the 
street until you find the hotel. 

DAY 11 – TUESDAY
I indulged in a bit more retail therapy 
and Marie’s job was to win over the 
border guards en route to St Tropez 

Pouring with rain, a walk to the city centre 
and some shopping (as mentioned, I like 
shopping and this, I reckon, makes me 
most ladies’ dream man – Marie begs to 
differ) then to the Park Guell, the Gaudi 
Museum and the cathedral, by this time in 
glorious sunshine.

Needless to say there are a lot of shops 
geared to the tourists but there are some 
beautiful restaurants, coffee houses and 
cobbled streets with archways leading 
to small courtyards with yet again more 
coffee houses. You almost expect to see 
Audrey Hepburn and Cary Grant sitting at 
a table gazing into each other’s eyes. 

Lunch at L’Opera; very chic, a beautiful 
view, and with a Salmon and Petrossian 
caviar pizza at €108, quite expensive. No, 
we did not order it.

 A walk to the beach and a visit to La 
Tarte Tropézienne... ‘The original Tarte 
Tropézienne is a combination of two velvety 
creams used to fill a delicious brioche cake 
with its generous coating of sugar grains. 
It owes its success to the traditional way 
in which it is crafted and its original recipe 
kept jealously secret.’ They don’t keep!

We then headed for the hotel Le 
Versailles in Villefranche-sur-Mer stopping 
at a seafront restaurant overlooking 
the white sandy beach to eat a fresh 
seafood salad as the sun melted into the 
Mediterranean Sea.

DAY 13 – FRIDAY
Mr B upstages the Ferraris in Monaco 
before taking his place on the front 
row of the grid outside the casino

An early morning swim and a breakfast 
of ‘proper croissants’ with hams, cheeses, 
and rich coffee set me up nicely.

A morning in Nice was followed by 
the afternoon in Cannes and it is fair 
to say that Mr B turned as many heads 
as the Ferraris, Ghosts and Phantoms, 
all of which were two-a-penny. Lunch 
at a beach bar and afternoon tea at 
The Carlton – it is worth going into The 
Carlton just for the décor. 

We were meeting some of Marie’s 
friends for dinner that evening so, again 
with her at the wheel, we headed for 
Monaco with Mr B in Sport mode. The roar 
of his V8 as we sped through ‘the tunnel’ 
was quite exhilarating.

A photo shoot in the Place du Casino 
with Marie sitting on Mr B’s roof turned 
more than a few heads. She then drove 

That evening’s hotel, the Villa Des 
Anges just outside St Tropez, lay 600km 
away, and with Marie at the wheel  
Mr B lifted his nose and proceeded with 
an ‘air of authority’;  
2.5 tonnes of metal with a German 
blonde at the wheel was not to be messed 
with – until we got to the border when 
a gendarme decided that he would ‘pull 
over’ that English car. Skirt inched above 
the knee, eyelids fluttered (not mine in 
either case, I hastily add) and we were 
beckoned on our way, again Mr B started 
to eat the miles.

Arriving at the hotel at approximately 
midnight, I was hoping that the following 
would be a leisurely day… wrong.

to the casino, situated all of 100 metres 
away, whereupon car doors were opened, 
keys taken and we were escorted inside –  
I lost, Marie won. 

When we left the casino, Mr B was 
parked in pride of place in front of the 
door – so we left him there and went for a 

drink at the Hotel de Paris. It would have 
been a shame to move him and spoil his 
moment of glory!

Our meal was at the Japanese Maya Bay 
Restaurant; only one word can describe 
it – exquisite. The drive home beckoned so 
clubbing was ruled out (but not by me).

DAY 14 – SATURDAY
We still have 11½ hours to make an  
11-hour drive. I think we can do it, as 
long as we don’t stop at Starbucks…

All good things must end; so with Mr B 
packed, his levels checked and tank full we 
left Villefranche-sur-Mer at 9.30am with 
1,250km ahead of us (an 11 hour drive 
according to Google maps) to arrive at 
Dunkirk and our ferry by 9pm. 

However, Google does not take into 
account diversions to Starbucks, comfort 
breaks due to the amount of coffee 
consumed, fuel stops and “Can we stop 
for lunch, please?” So Mr B was not 
proceeding in a manner that would give 
optimum fuel economy… 

As we passed Lyon Marie said “I wish we 
could have stayed longer”, I would have 
been quite happy to turn round as my 
schedule was flexible, but work beckoned 
for her on Monday morning…  

We made the ferry (just) and the 
two-hour rest was most welcome before 
hitting the A20 out of Dover.

From top: Marie presses on as Mr B  
takes a guided tour of St Tropez; not 
all the big yachts had vacated the 
harbour for the winter;  photo shoot 
turns heads in front of the casino

Mr B was parked in front of

the casino so we left him 

there and went for a drink.

It would have been a shame

to spoil his moment of glory
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under the tutelage of ex-F1 mechanics – 
but that is a story for another day.

So with that as a brief background, I 
recently made a very unlikely purchase 
and a Mulsanne S showed up at our home 
to share the space with the three Ferraris 
we currently have. 

I joke that the main reason I bought 
the Bentley was simply that Karen stated 
that we would not be getting any more 
Ferraris. She didn’t say anything about 
products from Crewe, premission in my 
book. I admit to having been a closet 
Bentley Boy for quite a while and still  
get a smile when reading about the  
exploits of Woolf Barnato, Tim Birken or 
Dr Dudley Benjafield. 

I’m getting old… or at least that’s what I 
think my latest car says about me. Anyone 
who has read even one of the hundreds 
of F1 reports I have written for the online 
magazine Velocetoday.com will have 
noticed that I have a penchant for cars 
built in Maranello. 

I admit I have a preference for carbed, 
front-engine V12 cars but, since I was not 
born a sultan’s son, I’ve had to limit my 
purchases to only one ‘proper’ example, as 
God and Enzo intended. My family came 
close to disowning me when I bought the 
365 GT/4 2+2 while still in college and 
made the suggestion that I should seek 
professional help. I did, and ended up 
wielding spanners on a 360 Challenge car 

“No more Ferraris!” 

declared Erik Nielsen’s 

wife Karen. But 

she didn’t mention 

Bentleys. And that’s 

how Enzo came to 

move over and make 

space for Walter 

Owen in the garage
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Sure, there are not as many Bentley 
books on my shelves as those dedicated 
to Ferrari but, as a percentage of those in 
print devoted to the subject, I fit into the 
obsessive compulsive end of the spectrum.

One thing that most Italian car owners 
need to understand about British cars 
is that they are different. And there is 
nothing wrong with that. 

I view the addition of the ‘Limo GTi’ as 
not something that competes with any 
of the other cars but complements the 
fleet. Previously, when I owned my BMW 
M3 or my Porsche Carrera 4, I always felt 
that those cars were designed to occupy 
the same space that Ferrari was designed 
for. Both were competent, maybe even 

brilliant, cars when judged singularly but 
they were both große Scheiße (look it up 
using Google Translate or Babelfish!) when 
compared with the Ferraris.

The Bentley doesn’t suffer from the 
same comparison. In the classic sense of 
the phrase, this is a town car. Sure BMW 
and Mercedes may make ‘better’ cars for 
the well-heeled masses but there is still 
something special about a Bentley (or 
a Rolls-Royce for that matter). All they 
share with Ferrari is a sense of exclusivity 
and a price tag that generally keeps them 
out of the hands of the vast unwashed. 

Although the car we ended up with is a 
1988 model, it does one thing better than 
any Ferrari we currently own. It has an 
air conditioner that can throw ice cubes 
at you if you get the settings right. But, 
like getting into one of the red cars, you 
really do feel that taking it out is an event, 
something special, a sense of the perfect 
tool for the job. 

This is not a car for the twisties, or 
for a random drive to Montana with no 
set agenda, for that matter. This is just 
a wonderful motor car for going out of 
town for the weekend to that little bed 
and breakfast that you found where they 
still call you ‘sir’ and ‘ma’am’, even when 
you are wearing jeans.

The other thing I have really enjoyed 
with this car is the degree of contrast 
it provides to the Ferraris. Whereas the 
Italian cars have a sense that they were 
designed to go fast and be as light as 
possible, the Bentley feels like it harks 
back to WO’s first real job, locomotives.

Everything here is bigger, oversized and 
over specified. And don’t worry about 
revving the engine too high; it’s unlikely 

the needle will get far enough around the 
dial to cause any damage. 

Something I’ve experienced with 
owning Ferraris is there tends to be an 
‘idiot magnet’ associated with them.  
Too many kids (even older ones) in  
M series BMWs, 5.0-litre Mustangs or, 
more often than not, Honda Civic owners 
with ground-effect skirts and a rear wing 
that looks more like my ironing board 
than a functional aerodynamic device, 
like to see if they can beat you to the next 
traffic light. The Bentley gets you none 
of that, there is the quick head turn to 
see if the driver is someone famous (or 
infamous), but never “wanna race?” – and 
that’s fine with me.

Since buying the car, we’ve taken it 
back to bare metal for a respray in it’s 
original Windsor Blue, re-lacquered the 
wood, re-trimmed the tan leather front 
seats and updated the looks to 1989 
spec with Euro-style round headlights 
and sourced a proper wing badge for the 
boot lid from Flying Spares. We have 
addressed all the deferred maintenance 
issues that were there when we bought it. 
As the saying goes, there is nothing more 
expensive than a cheap Bentley. 

While digging through the paperwork 
included with the car, we found the period 
registration documents for Peter Cullen. 
After an internet search, we’ve discovered 
that this car once belonged to the voice 
of Optimus Prime from the Transformer 
movies. Peter Cullen also did the voice-
overs for Eeyore in the Winnie-the-Pooh 
films and my wife reckons this is much 
more appropriate because the colour of 
the paint so closely matches that of the 
gloomy old donkey’s fur…

Maranello vs
Mulsanne
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At the end of April 1997, Keith Sanders, 
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars’ Managing 

Director – Commercial, wrote 
a personal letter to 250 of 
Bentley’s most favoured 
customers around the world 
and enclosed it with a boxed 
set of prints showing the 
design team’s vision for the 
Bentley Turbo RT Mulliner.

This was to be the most 
powerful four-door Bentley 

motor car ever and the project, he 
explained,  was “the fruit of a partnership 
between the engineers of Bentley and the 
coachbuilders of Mulliner based in Crewe.”

The sales pitch was simple: only 50 
RT Mulliners were to be built (in the end 
there were 55) and Sanders urged the 
recipients of his letter to consider buying 
one. “I hope you will understand that 
the earlier your response, the greater 
your chance of securing your Turbo RT 
Mulliner.” All those who took the next 
step and contacted their “preferred 
dealership to discuss those design 
ideas you may wish to see developed 
further” were contacted by National 
Marketing Director John Bingham “to 

ensure all your needs are being 
accommodated.”

This was more than just 
another Bentley said Sanders 

– it was an “outstanding and 
extraordinary motor car” designed 
to delight: “I can promise you – as 
one enthusiast to another – that 
the commissioning experience is 

almost as great a pleasure as that 
of driving the finished motor car.”

By early 1997 Bentley was getting ready to launch the Arnage but, until that                         moment came, the company needed something special to boost SZ sales
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New seat stitching and 
perforated hide panels

Engine-turned panel 
to rear of console

Hide 
trimmed 
waistrails

Embroidered Bentley 
‘wings’ logo on 

head restraints

Lightly ruched 
seat flutes

Dual colour 
interior 
concept

Alloy accelerator 
and brake pedals

Black lacquer dashboard and  
console with chrome bezels

Wood can be 
specified for 
dash and console 
- matching wood 
waistrails. Chrome 
instrument bezels  
on wood option

Aluminium 
engine-turned 
dashboard

Push button starter

Chrome and hide gearlever knob

Bonnet and wing vents

Chrome door mirrors

Matrix grilleRace number spot

Chrome sports 
wheels

New sports 
steering wheel
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At the turn of the 19th century the 
Mulliner coachbuilding dynasty spread 
across the country and included Arthur 
Mulliner in Northampton and Mulliners 
(Birmingham) Ltd. In 1900 Henry Jervis 
Mulliner acquired Mulliner, London Ltd 
and so HJ Mulliner & Company came 
into operation.

One of HJ Mulliner’s early customers 
was the Hon Charles Rolls and in 1907 
HJ Mulliner built its first body on a 
Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost chassis. The 
association with Rolls-Royce was further 
strengthened when Mulliner sold its 
premises at 28 Brook Street, Mayfair to 

the car company 

The Turbo RT Mulliner is not simply the most powerful 
production four-door Bentley ever made, it is also, without doubt, 
the most distinctive. The exterior and interior developments 
that Mulliner, the Bentley coachbuilders based at Crewe, have 
created in partnership with Bentley’s engineers are there for both 
performance and style. 

The engine’s prodigious output of 420bhp and even more 
astonishing torque of 634lbft have been achieved by developing a 
new compressor for the turbocharger and through modifications 
to the air intake system. To generate commensurate levels of grip 
and traction, the Turbo RT Mulliner is equipped with low-profle 
285/55 tyres and 18-inch sports alloy wheels. A higher ratio 
steering rack intensifies the Turbo RT’s handling and roadholding. 
Quite simply, the exterior appearance displays the promise that 

the engine, drivetrain and chassis so convincingly fulfil.
The Turbo R has long been celebrated as a unique 

combination of performance and interior 
accomodation: the Turbo RT Mulliner accentuates 

this achievement, with a cockpit-like 
driving environment that is also 

without parallel for passenger 
comfort. Engine-turned 

aluminium dash, new 
design sports seating 

with perforated hide 
and sport steering 

wheel make the 
cockpit ambience 
purposeful yet 

calm. Add the jewel-
like details of dash-mounted 

started button, drilled accelerator and 
brake pedals, new gear lever and turbo boost 

gauge and you have some measure of the pleasure of ownership.
But this not need be the full story. Additional enhancements, 

the selection of unique colour and trim combinations or the 
option of fine wood veneers instead of the aluminium dash can 
be provided to make an extremely rare motor car unique.

What Bentley said about the Mulliner in its boxed set of sketches sent to potential customers

A HISTORY OF THE HJ MULLINER                                                       COACHBUILDING BUSINESS: FROM SILVER GHOST TO FLYING SPUR

in 1908 and the business was relocated to 
the coachbuilding factory in Chiswick.

The business survived difficult 
trading conditions in the 1930s and 
beyond, thanks to its elegant designs 
and superlative craftsmanship, until 
the standard steel bodies of the Silver 
Dawn and Silver Cloud ranges became an 
established choice in the 1950s and fewer 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley customers opted 
for bespoke bodywork. 

In 1959, Rolls-Royce acquired HJ 
Mulliner and in 1961 the company was 
merged with rival coachbuilder Park 
Ward, which it had owned since 1939. 
During the 1970s Mulliner Park Ward 

became responsible for production of 
the Phantom, Corniche and Continental, 
Camargue and, a little later, the Silver 
Spur limousine.

In January 1992, Mulliner Park Ward was 
transferred to Crewe and its staff became 
concerned less with coachbuilding and 
more with enhancing standard products, 
with the business being relaunched in 
1993 to coincide with the introduction of 
the 1994 model year motor cars.

The addition of special trim, upholstery 
and electronic equipment such as TV, 
fax machines and navigation systems to 
the interiors of Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
motor cars became increasingly in 

demand and, by 1996, the 250-strong 
Mulliner Park Ward workforce were 
involved in personalising around  
40 per cent of all the cars built at the 
Crewe factory.

Later that year the marketing of the 
MPW services was separated into two 
different brands: Mulliner and Park 
Ward, with the Mulliner name being 
applied to personalised Bentleys, such as 
the RT Mulliner, Brooklands R Mulliner 
and various Continental R Mulliner 
editions, while the Park Ward badge 
became associated with Rolls-Royce.

Mulliner lives on today by enhancing 
the specification of current Bentleys.

 

Fog lights integrated 
into spoiler

Cargo nets to rear 
of front seats

18-inch wheels 
with low profile 
tyres

Starter button 
and additional 
instrumentation

Body coloured 
headlight 
surrounds

Chrome topped 
gear selector

Turned aluminium 
panel with 
speedometer

Perforated hide 
on steering wheel
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BROOKLANDS R MULLINER
Number built: 100 
Model year: 1998 
The Brooklands R Mulliner shares its 
basic specification with the Brooklands 
R but features the LWB chassis as 
standard (of the 91 Brooklands Rs built, 
only 12 were LWB). The Mulliner R was 
fitted with a 325bhp light pressure turbo  
but the 400bhp engine from the  
Turbo RT was available as an option. 
Distinguishing features include:
• Body coloured headlamp surrounds
• Body colour bumpers with bright insert     
  and top plate
• Styled wing vents with bright mesh
• Oval exhaust pipe
• Steering wheel rim matched to top roll 
  with perforated black hide grips
• Chrome top to gear selector 
• Drilled allow pedals
• Dark stained burr walnut trim
• Wrapover waistrails
• Chrome bezels to the six instruments
• Starter button in the lower centre dial 
  position on dashboard
• Sports seats with embroidered logos 
• Cargo nets to the rear of seats
• Limited edition badge on audio cover

AZURE MULLINER
Number built: 155 
Model years: 1999-2003 
The Azure Mulliner was primarily built 
for export and 85% (132) of the 155 
examples built were LHD. 

It was featured at the European Drive 
to Le Mans 2000, when more than 100 
vintage (pre-1930) Bentleys paraded at 
the Circuit de la Sarthe. 

The Mulliner edition did not replace 
the standard convertible and was 
available as a complementary model 
alongside the Azure.
Distinguishing features include:
• Extended wheel arches to  
  accommodate the wider track
• Mesh vents in the front wings
• New bumpers with wire mesh inserts 
  to match the radiator grille
• Push-button starter
• Sport-style sills
• Twin tailpipes positioned at either side 
  of the rear
• 18 Inch five-spoke alloy wheels 
  fitted with Pirelli P-Zero 285/45 low 
  profile tyres
• Engine-turned aluminium facia

TURBO RT MULLINER
Number built: 56 
Model years: 1998-1999 
A production run of 50 cars was planned, 
but in the end 55 LWB cars (plus one SWB 
example) were built. Turbo RT Mulliners 
were sold to selected customers via 
renderings by Darren Day, a member of 
Graham Hull’s styling team at Pyms Lane.
Distinguishing features include:
These were bespoke cars with a wide 
range of options and the owner was able 
to specify which features they required.
• 18mm flare to front wheel arches
• 26mm flare to rear wheel arches
• 420bhp engine
• Body coloured headlamp surrounds
• Body coloured mirrors/cheater panels
• Bonnet and wing vents
• Cargo netting to front seat backs
• Chrome gear knob
• Colour keyed windscreen wiper arms
• Combined audio and telephone aerial
• Console mounted rear speedometer
• Continental T reinforced trailing arms
• Continental T single oval exhaust pipe
• Drilled brake and accelerator pedals
• Embroidered Bentley logo on headrests
• Engine turned kick plates
• Facia and console black lacquered 
• Chrome bezels surrounding dials
• Hide trimmed waistrails
• Increased rear track
• Push-button starter
• Restyled bumpers with front foglamps
• Restyled instrument layout
• Sports steering wheel
• Matrix radiator grille (1998 Model Year)

CONTINENTAL R/T/SC MULLINER
Number built: 148/23/6 
Model years: 1999-2003 
Continental R Mulliner features include: 
• Continental T engine with 420bhp
• Flared wings and wheel arches
• Mesh vents in the front wings
• Push-button starter
• Sports bumpers with wire mesh inserts
• Sport-style sills
• A single large diameter exhaust tailpipe
• 20% quicker steering rack.
• 18-inch five-spoke alloy wheels with 
  Pirelli P-Zero 285/45 low profile tyres
• Optional Stage 2 suspension featuring
  revised damper tuning and thicker 
  anti-roll bars

Continental T and Continental SC 
Mulliner features include: 
• Extended wheel arches and wider track
• Mesh vents in the front wings
• New bumpers with wire mesh inserts to 
  match the radiator grille
• Sport-style sills
• Twin tailpipes at each side of the rear
• 18 Inch five-spoke alloy wheels with 
  Pirelli P-Zero 285/45 low profile tyres
• Engine-turned aluminium facia

Mulliners recently on the market

1998 Turbo RT Mulliner £34,950
A three owner car having covered 55,000 miles and equipped with upgraded Alcon 
brakes as fitted to the final series Continental Rs and Ts. Only 17 of the 55 cars built were 
RHD and apparently only seven of these were registered in the UK. RR&B Garages

1998 Brooklands R Mulliner  £39,950 
Car number 3 of 100. One family owner 19,500 miles and in ‘as new’ condition with 
excellent servicing records. RR&B Garages

1998 Brooklands R Mulliner £19,950 
Car number 28 of 100. Four former keepers and 78,000 recorded miles. Includes 
cherished registration R1 BBR. Highpoint Motor Company

1998 Brooklands R Mulliner £14,850 
Car number 52 of 100. Subject to much recent expense including £2500 of trim work at 
Frank Dale and Stepsons – walnut door cappings removed and relacquered. Other recent 
work includes a new gearbox and torque converter and a £3,300 service at a specialist 
(which brings the total bills from the last six years to over £20,000). Private sale

1998 Brooklands R Mulliner £26,950 
Car number 56 of 100. 34,500 recorded miles. Polished radiator shell. Kenwood touch 
screen navigation system. Balmoral UK

1999 Continental R Mulliner £49,990 
41,000 miles. Dark blue with two-tone black and grey interior. Eagle Automotive

2001 Continental R Mulliner – Le Mans Style, price on application 
34,000 miles. Silver pearl with Cotswold leather. Fully flared wheel arches (wide body 
and wide track). Standard Continental R Mulliner specification with the addition of 
Continental R Le Mans specification wing vents and wheels. Phantom Motor Cars

2002 Continental R Mulliner £69,950 
40,500 miles, SIlver pearl with black leather. Equipped with full flared wheel arches and 
Continental T bumpers, 18” five spoke painted Bentley alloy wheels, rear parking sensors. 
Balmoral UK

2002 Azure Mulliner  £79,950 
31,323 miles. Silver with cream leather. LHD but UK registered. Flared wheel arches, 
quad exhaust pipes, red brake callipers, Le Mans wheels. Private sale

2003 Azure Mulliner  £64,995 
57,274 miles. Black sapphire with Cotswold leather. Two owners, Le Mans” style wing 
vents and chrome mesh inlet covers. Folding roof rear screen replaced approximately 18 
months ago. Factory Continental T exhaust tailpipe finisher, main dealer service history. 
Millennium Heroes

2003 Azure Mulliner  £79,999 
32,000 miles. Silver with Cotswold leather and blue hood. Embossed flying B’s on 
upholstery and satellite navigation. Hanwells

AT-A-GLANCE GUIDE TO THE BENTLEY SZ MULLINER MODEL RANGE

Bo
nh

am
s



SUMMER 2015 • Issue 2   55THE MAGAZINE OF THE ROLLS-ROYCE ENTHUSIASTS’ CLUB SZ REGISTER

THE SPIRITTHE SPIRIT

Getting  
up to speed

The bellows unit is accessed by removing the wiper drive guard Unit removed, showing fixing bolt in situ and electrical socket connector Unit stripped for cleaning with degreaser, prior to resealing Bellows unit replaced, with the connecting chain back in position
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be stored carefully on removal; if possible, 
replace bolts loosely in their location after 
removing items, so there is no confusion 
regarding which bolt fits where.

Preparations
Before carrying out any work, you should 
isolate the battery – easily done on an SZ 
using the switch in the boot. Also, ensure 
protective wing covers are in place – I use 
carpet underlay, but blankets or sheets 
work just as well (posh owners can buy a 
set of tailored wing protectors).

Access to the bellows requires removal 
of the guard cover over the windscreen 
wiper drive mechanism, 
after which the 
bellows unit can 
be clearly seen. 
(Remove the wiper 
relays as advised in the 

My 1984 Bentley Mulsanne Turbo has an 
electro-mechanical cruise control unit 
with a vacuum operated bellows that links 
to the throttle valve on the carburettor. I 
believe a similar set-up was used by the 
Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow and Silver Spirit, 
and Bentley T2 and Mulsanne, in the days 
before electronic control systems. 

The system in my car developed a fault 
so that, when cruise control was set, the 
car would not maintain a steady speed 
but gradually slowed down. I suspected 
that the problem was 
caused by a loss of 
vacuum in the bellows 
and so I decided to 
investigate.

It is a good idea to 
take photos at all stages 
of the job to provide a record of how 
the components fit together. Parts should 

John Snook explains 

how he rectified a 

loss of vacuum in the 

cruise control system 

that was causing his 

Mulsanne Turbo to 

gradually slow rather 

than maintain its pace
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handbook, to avoid accidental operation). 
The bellows unit is held in place with a 
single nut and bolt, but do not unbolt 
it until the connections have been 
dismantled. These consist of a small bore 
vacuum pipe leading from the carburettor, 
held in place with a hose clip; and an 
electrical plug and socket – squeeze the 
side clamps prior to pulling the two parts 
of the connector apart. 

Finally, there is a flexible chain 
connecting the bellows to the throttle 
operating lever of the carburettor. When 
disconnecting this chain, only disconnect 
it from the bellows, and leave the other 
end in place. It is easy to disconnect by 
pushing the carburettor throttle lever 
open, taking the tension off the chain, 
then disconnecting. Some chains are 
held in place with a small screw, 
others simply slot into a V-clip. 
It is worth counting the number 
of links, or marking the chain, to 
assist in reconnecting it, although 
I shall describe later how to adjust it 
correctly. Be aware, it might not be set 
correctly to start with! Once the chain, 

electrical connection 
and vacuum 
tube have been 
disconnected, the 
bellows can  

be removed.

If the clip on the vacuum hose is 
difficult to reach with the bellows in place, 
you may find it easier to unbolt the unit 
and move it to one side before slackening 
the hose clip, pulling off the tube, and 
then lifting the bellows out of the way.

Dismantling
The next step is to dismantle the bellows. 
This unit consists of a rubber concertina, 
with a steel plate at each end, fitted into a 
groove in the concertina, and it is around 
this groove that (in my case) the vacuum 
seal had failed. Each plate can be removed 
by prising off the rubber with your fingers 
– no tools are needed. As the first plate is 
released, a spring coil will be exposed. It 
is not a strong spring, but it can fly off – 
take care to remove it slowly so the spring 

is retained. The second plate is 
removed in the same way.

The plates and the rubber 
bellows should now be 
cleaned with degreaser and 

methylated spirit in preparation 
for re-assembly. To seal the vacuum 

I used bathroom and kitchen mastic 
sealant, bought from a DIY 
store. Squeeze the sealant 
into the groove at one end 
of the rubber bellows, then 
ease the end plate back 
into position, ensuring that 

the mastic seal is continuous around the 
perimeter of the plate.

Repeat the application of mastic and 
replace the second plate, not forgetting to 
fit the coil spring inside the bellows. Clean 
off any excess mastic and allow it to set 
for 24 hours before disturbing the unit.

The unit can now be re-installed. 
You may find it easier to re-connect the 
vacuum tube and tighten the hose clip 
before bolting the unit into place. Look at 
your photographs to ensure you fit it the 
right way round. Clip the electrical plug 
and socket back together – but check for 
damage to the wires before doing so. 

The link chain can now be refitted.  
Push the throttle lever open to allow 
enough slack to refit the chain, then 
release the throttle lever. Set the chain 
so there is no slackness when the throttle 
lever is fully closed and then reposition 
it, by one link only, to provide a slightly 
looser connection.

The car should now be road 
tested to check the unit is 
working before replacing 
the windscreen wiper guard. 
While the cover is off and the 

engine is hot and running, 
take the opportunity to check  
the automatic transmission  
fluid level, as described in the  

owner’s handbook.

Bellows unit 
in situ

Electrical 
connector

Bellows 
retaining bolt 

put back in 
position

Meths for 
cleaning the 
components

Internal coil 
spring

Chain 
replaced, with 

one link of 
slack

Mastic 
sealing bead 
around rim

TECHNICAL CORNER
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Happy coral    anniversary
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The Silver Spirit celebrates its 35th birthday on 1st October 2015. 

Here’s a look at how the new Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars 

were presented to the world’s media through the archaic words and 

black and white pictures of press releases issued back in 1980 
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“ The new seating is deeply 
contoured and has been designed to  
give the maximum possible comfort  
for four people. Trim is in top grain 
English hide, as standard, and cloth 
alternatives are available.  

The 30% increase in glass area greatly 
increases all round visibility for the driver 
and passengers and also increases the 
interior dimensions.

The front seats are electrically 
adjustable for height, fore and aft 
movement and tilt. 

The door trim is now heavily padded 
for safety, the door handles and electric 
window control switches being recessed. 
The traditional ‘vanity’ mirrors and lights 
are retained in each rear quarter. A new 
centralised door locking system has 

“ Rolls-Royce Motors’ engineers 
embarked on the new design more than 
eight years ago and the decision to put 
it into production was made in 1974. The 
design was completely executed in the 
styling department at Crewe.

In order to achieve the contemporary 
look, Rolls-Royce engineers have 
lowered the waistline, and created 
strong horizontal features, such as the 

THE QUEST FOR COMFORT

INTRODUCING THE NEW STYLE

been evolved whereby the locks can be 
activated by door capping rail switches.

The fascia is similar in layout to the 
Silver Shadow II with its clean round 
instruments but a new digital display 
is incorporated which includes a clock, 
outside air temperature, and an elapsed 
time display in hours and minutes or 
minutes and seconds.

The new range is equipped with the 
unique Rolls-Royce fully automatic split 
level air conditioning unit which has been 
so widely accepted by owners throughout 
the world.

Additional new features on the  
new range include electrically adjustable  
vent frame rear view mirrors with  
controls conveniently placed on the 
centre console.”

headlamps and rear lights giving the 
car a lower and wider look. Curved 
window glasses are fitted to the doors 
and there is 30% more glass area than 
in previous models. The new shape 
is cleaner aerodynamically than the 
previous model and care has been taken 
to ensure that the centre of pressure is so 
placed as to afford maximum stability in 
crosswinds. The rectangular front lights 

which form a strong styling feature have 
been developed to produce illumination 
of the highest standards. The rear lamps 
are divided so that  the centre section is 
carried on the boot lid. This ensures that 
there is no sill to form an obstacle to 
loading and unloading.

The windscreen wipers have a 
pantograph linkage on the driver’s side to 
give the maximum wiped area. ”

 

“ Three new models, to replace 
the Silver Shadow II, Silver Wraith II and 
Bentley T2 are announced by Rolls-
Royce Motors today (at 0030 hours on 
1 October 1980). The prefix ‘Silver’ has 
been used since the beginning of the 
century and the spiritual or ephemeral 
naming has continued through Phantom, 
Dawn, Cloud and Shadow. Silver Spirit 
follows this tradition.

THE NAMES ON THE RANGE

With the growing importance of the 
long wheelbase saloon, it was decided to 
clarify the difference between the models 
be re-introducing the name ‘Wraith’ for 
the second series of SY long wheelbase 
saloons. With the new car this practice is 
continued and the long wheelbase saloon 
is to be called the Rolls-Royce Silver Spur.

The name ‘Bentley Mulsanne’ has been 
chosen in respect for the sporting history 

of the early days of the Bentley marque 
and refers to the Mulsanne straight on 
the Sarthe circuit in France, scene of the 
Le Mans 24-hour race.  

There is now a quite separate 
ownership pattern for the Bentley motor 
car and this new name recognises not 
only enthusiasm for the past, but also 
the individual style of today’s sporting 
four-door saloon.”
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If you have to ask the price…

At the time of its 1980 introduction, the  Silver Spirit was priced 
at £49,629 and the Silver Spur was £56,408 – both including 
UK tax. By May 1981 the prices had risen to £52,113.20 and 
£59,226.92 respectively. Production, meanwhile, was heading 
in the opposite direction with a total of  3,203 cars built in 
1980 and only 1,551 two years later in 1982. The May 1981 
price list had this to say…

 recommended car tax VAT recommended 
  basic price   retail price
 £ £ £ £

Delivery charges and number plates are extra 

Rolls Royce Silver Spirit and
Bentley Mulsanne saloons 41,830.00 3,483.83 6,797.37 52,113.20

Rolls-Royce Silver Spur Saloon 47,540.00 3,961.67 7,725.25 59,226.92

Optional equipment 
All Rolls-Royce and Bentley models are comprehensively equipped as standard with 
features normally regarded as extras. Nevertheless, it has always been the policy of 
Rolls-Royce Motors to produce motor cars incorporating special equipment to meet the 
requirements of individual customers.

A number of the more frequently requested items of optional equipment are listed 
below. Any Rolls-Royce Motors distributor may be contacted for further information.

Rolls-Royce Silver Spirit, Bentley Mulsanne and Rolls-Royce Silver Spur
 
 recommended car tax VAT recommended 
 basic price   retail price
 £ £ £ £

 
Additional equipment

Fiamme Avanti air horns
with foot switch 142.00 11.83 23.07 176.90
Fire extinguisher 41.00 3.42 6.66 51.08
GB letters – self adhesive 5.75 0.48 0.93 7.16
Initials to doors                                   Quotation on request

Mats – black rubber, set of four 39.50 – 5.93 45.43

Alternative equipment

White sidewall tyres 94.25 7.85 15.32 117.42

Non-standard finishes

Facia– hide top roll 149.75 12.48 15.32 186.56
Facia – hide lower roll 72.25 6.02 11.74 90.01
Headlining – cloth or Marvellon 109.00 9.08 17.71 135.79
Headlining – hide 412.25 34.35 66.99 513.59
Hide 151.75 12.66 24.66 189.06
Paint 545.50 45.46 88.64 679.60

 
20 OCTOBER 1981 – THE SILVER SPIRIT IS LAUNCHED IN JAPAN

“ One year after the Paris press 
launch, George Fenn, chief executive of 
Rolls-Royce Motors personally introduced 
the car to the Japanese press and public.  

“The Silver Spirit is a result of 15 years 
experience gained during the life of its 
predecessor, the SIlver Shadow, the most 
successful car ever produced by the 
company,” he said. 

“We have a tradition of building quality 
cars that are built to last. It is for this 
reason we feel that we have invested 
wisely in the future.”

Over the past three years (1978-81) the 
company has exported £6 million worth 
of cars to Japan and with the launch of the 

new model, sees a real opportunity to 
increase this level of sales.

An interesting feature of the cars 
supplied to Japan is that left hand 
drive and right hand drive models 
are marketed there in roughly equal 
numbers. The Japanese drive on the 
left, and owner-driver Rolls-Royce cars 
tend to be right hand drive. However, 
because of the very heavy urban traffic, 
and the difficulty of opening off-side 
doors in congested city centres, Rolls-
Royce cars to be chauffeur driven are 
left hand drive, enabling the chauffeur 
to get out of the car on the nearside to 
open the door for his passenger.”

“ The major mechanical advance 
of the Silver Spirit, the Silver Spur 
and Bentley Mulsanne is the new rear 
suspension system.  

The new design retains the semi-trailing 
arms of the original assemblies, but to 
improve handling the arm pivots are more 
inclined. The swing axle of the suspension 
is greater causing a more pronounced 
change of camber as the wheels rise and 
fall over uneven surfaces. At the same 
time, the ‘roll centre height’ of the wheels 
has been raised. They stay more upright 
when the car rolls, and consequently, the 
car rolls less. This gives the tyres more 
cornering power – improving handling and 
reducing tyre wear.

The trailing arms are mounted on 
a sub-frame comprising a suspension 
crossmember and a final drive 
crossmember. This assembly is similar to 
that of the previous rear suspension, but 
it is joined together by tie bars to form 
one unit that incorporates the rear axle.
The corners of the sub frame are attached 
to the underbody by cylindrical rubber 
mounts with a horizontal fore-and-aft 
axis. These give good lateral control of 
the suspension; this, too, improves the 
ride over ‘knobbly’ surfaces – known as 

the ‘secondary ride’ and helps to suppress 
road noise.

Handling and ‘secondary ride’ 
are further improved by placing the 
suspension dampers in a lower position 
on the trailing arms. The springs have 
been modified to allow a Girling self-
levelling system to be installed. This uses 
each of the rear dampers as a strut, by 
connecting it via a column of hydraulic 
oil to gas springs. Two valves keep the car 

level by adjusting the level of the oil in 
the dampers whenever the car begins to 
tilt. The gas springs are yet another aid to 
improving ride, they also reduce roll.

As before, coil springs bear most of the 
weight of the car when it is unladen but 
because of the refinements introduced 
elsewhere, smaller and lighter springs are 
used. What is more, they do not intrude 
into the boot space, unlike the larger 
springs previously employed.”

MECHANICAL IMPROVEMENTS

 

“ In conjunction with the new 
suspension, Hydraulic System Mineral 
Oil (HSMO) is used in the height 
control and braking systems..

The widespread use of conventional 
brake fluids is due solely to the fact 
that seals made from natural rubber 
decay if exposed to mineral oil. The 
aviation and machine tools industries 
have used hydraulic mineral oils for 
some years because compatible seals 
have been developed. Now, Rolls-
Royce Motors’ engineers are able to 
adopt these improved seals made from 
synthetic rubber and plastics, which 
will withstand mineral oil.

HMSO is a much better lubricant 
and has better vibration damping 
properties, which means it will absorb 
shocks more efficiently, making the car 
quieter and more comfortable.

HMSO is less corrosive than brake 
fluid so it is less liable to damage 
hydraulic components or paint.

Another benefit is that its non-
hygroscopic properties reduce the risk 
of water seeping into the system and 
causing corrosion.”

THE MOVE TO MINERAL OIL
Rear crossmember

Metalastik mount

Frame tubes

Coil spring

Gas spring and strut

Metalastik mount
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Second decade     
for Silver Spirits
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When Rolls-Royce introduced 
the Silver Spirit range in 1980, 
it was an open secret at Crewe 

that it would, in Rolls-Royce terms, have a 
relatively short production period – seven 
years at most. Drawing on ‘intelligence’ 
from the USA, the company held the 
view that by the mid- to late 1980s, car 
sizes in that particular segment would be 
considerably smaller owing to Americans 
becoming much more fuel-conscious. A 
new car, codenamed SX, was therefore 
already on the drawing board, with plans 
in place to launch it in 1987.

However, as the 1980s progressed, 
this view fell out of favour as it became 
apparent that US car buyers did not  

Revised features
The models’ revised steering wheel – 
which incorporated an airbag in the  
US market – had the ‘RR’ symbol inlaid 
into the horn button. The revised driver’s 
information panel (DIP) ensured greater 
visibility during bright sunlight  
conditions and in addition, the parking 
brake now automatically released 
whenever the vehicle was set in motion. 
Both models came with an advanced  
in-car entertainment system with  
hi-fi sound through ten concealed 
speakers. A sophisticated alarm system 
was also incorporated.

The internal features of the Silver Spur 
II also included a telephone fitted to the 

wish to go entirely ‘compact size’ (an 
American term for small cars). Because of 
this, Crewe decided to abandon the  
SX project and concentrate all resources 
on updating the existing Silver Spirit range 
since there was still a great demand for 
them worldwide.

After the final Silver Spirit and Silver Spur 
cars had been completed in the summer of 
1989, their much-awaited replacements, 
namely the Silver Spirit II and Silver Spur 
II, were therefore introduced during the 
autumn of that year. These revised models 
were enhanced by a number of significant 
modifications, the majority of which were 
incorporated in both models, although a 
number were unique to the Silver Spur II.

front-seat armrest. It had a microphone 
and a loudspeaker to enable the driver  
to talk on the phone without having  
to pick up the receiver. Provision was  
also made for use of the telephone  
from the rear seats, which were 
electronically adjustable.

The external features of the Silver 
Spirit II and Silver Spur II were very similar 
except for the different model name 
badges that were fitted to the right-hand 
side of the boot lid. For the first time, 
both models were fitted with aluminium 
alloy road wheels as original equipment, 
replacing the steel configuration used 
on previous models. But each model had 
different wheel trims, with the Silver Spur 

Interior and exterior
Inside both models, there was now more 
extravagant use of burr walnut, while  
all applied veneers were inlaid and  
cross-banded, and used on the 
door waist rails, centre console and 
companion mirror surrounds. Two 
additional air-vent outlets – bringing 
the total to four – were fitted to the 
instrument board, while the climate 
control system was enhanced. The front 
seats came with two-position heaters, 
and up to four driving-seat positions 
could be pre-programmed  
and then, if necessary, be reset to  
match the individual requirements of 
different drivers.

II also differing from the Silver Spirit II 
in that it had styling lines, Everflex roof 
material and a Rolls-Royce badge fitted to 
each rear quarter panel.

Both the Silver Spirit II and Silver Spur II 
were powered by the renowned V8 fuel-
injection engine coupled to the General 
Motors three-speed automatic gearbox 
that had been used for many years. In 
addition, both models were equipped with 
an Automatic Ride Control system. This 
state-of-the-art, computer-controlled 
electronic system constantly monitored 
numerous variables, such as acceleration, 
road inclination and braking. Adapting 
instantaneously to any detected road 
conditions, it automatically selected 

The Rolls-Royce Silver Spirit range was due to be replaced in 1987,  

but strong demand ensured that its production continued during the 

1990s, as long-serving ex-Rolls-Royce employee Tony Flood explains
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the ‘comfort’, ‘normal’ or ‘firm’ ride 
conditions for both driver and passenger 
comfort and safety.

Once in production, the cars were 
greatly acclaimed by the world’s media. 
However, problems were looming on the 
horizon that threatened to undo all the 
excellent work undertaken to ensure that 
the new models reached the marketplace 
on time and at a price that reflected the 
fact that they were worthy successors to 
their forebears.

At the end of 1990, the US authorities 
imposed a levy known as a wealth tax 
on any product sold in the USA that 
exceeded a price of $30,000. Clearly, 
Rolls-Royce cars fell into this category. 
Almost immediately, sales in the very 
important US market began to fall. To 
make matters worse, the outbreak of the 
Gulf War in early 1991 had an adverse 
effect on financial confidence worldwide, 
which also greatly reduced sales. Rolls-
Royce tried to reverse this trend by 
introducing several incentive schemes, 
particularly once hostilities in the Middle 
East had come to an end.

division that included a built-in privacy 
blind. In addition, those sitting in the rear 
compartment could enjoy the TV and 
video player, as well as the contents of the 
drinks cabinet located in the division.

Silver Spirit III and Spur III
Late 1993 saw the introduction of the 
Silver Spirit III, the Silver Spur III and a 
new limousine, all of which had several 
revised features. An updated 
power unit with an advanced 
engine-management system 
controlled all eight cylinders 
independently for maximum 
efficiency, while a new engine 
cover was also introduced 
to show a very tidy under-
bonnet appearance. Electronic 
intelligence called Shift Energy 
Management was fitted to the four-speed 
automatic transmission, which results in 
the driver experiencing no obvious gear-
change ‘kick’. Meanwhile, refined Adaptive 
Ride Control ensured that the motor car 
remained level during hard acceleration, 
heavy braking and cornering.

Bespoke limousine
The first significant change to the two 
models after around a year of production 
was to replace the three-speed automatic 
gearbox with a four-speed type, again 
supplied by General Motors (GM). This 
transmission had been used in the Bentley 
Continental R when it was introduced and 
was now fitted to all models in the range.

The decision was a fait accompli 
since the three-speed unit had been 
discontinued and the choice was to 
either use the four-speed transmission or 
another one from an alternative supplier. 
It was decided very quickly to use the 
GM product because it was the best (and 
probably the only practical) option.

In 1992, another model was added to 
the range: the Silver Spur II Mulliner Park 
Ward limousine. The previous limousine 
models, built in conjunction with Robert 
Jankel Design, had been discontinued in 
1987, and the company did not have a 
replacement. Following many requests, 
the company recognised the opportunity 
to offer an enhanced limousine to a small 
number of discerning customers who 

In addition to the driver’s airbag, a 
passenger airbag was now included and 
located in the area that previously housed 
the glovebox. Revised seats included 
new longitudinal flutes for greater lateral 
support, while a redesigned squab and 
cushion gave improved lumbar support. 
The models’ respective name badges were 
fitted to the right-hand side of the boot 
lids, while a TV and video cassette player 

came as standard equipment for the Silver 
Spur III in North America.

Limited edition models
From late 1994 onwards, the company 
decided to introduce many limited edition 
models in an attempt to boost sales in 

demanded the very best in both luxury 
and privacy.

Rolls-Royce never intended the 
limousine to be a replacement for the 
Phantom VI – it was purely a revised 
model within the Spirit family of cars. It 
was 24 inches (610 mm) longer than the 
standard Silver Spur II and had a slightly 
higher roofline, raised by 2 inches (50 
mm) to provide ease of access into the 
car. The standard Silver Spur II body was 
lengthened at the Mulliner Park Ward 
factory in London (renamed H J Mulliner 
Coachworks during 1992) and sent to 
Crewe for all other work to be carried 
out since all manufacturing other than 
producing the body had ceased in London.

Occupants in the limousine’s rear 
compartment travelled in absolute 
comfort. The seats were individually 
electrically adjustable and had seat 
heaters. Another feature was a single 
rearward facing occasional seat that made 
the vehicle a five-seater limousine. The 
rear compartment had absolute privacy 
from the driver and front passengers 
by means of an electrically controlled 

certain markets such as the UK, USA and 
the Far East. In 1995, it offered a Rolls-
Royce fitted with a turbocharged engine, 
for the first time. This was the Flying Spur 
and had the same body and wheelbase 
as the standard Silver Spur III. But to 
maintain its exclusivity, limited numbers 
were built for the various global markets.

The same year, the Silver Dawn name 
reappeared after an absence of 40 years, 

initially only for the US market. 
The reason for this was that 
the Silver Spirit was never very 
popular in the USA. The 
American owner generally 
preferred the longer wheelbase 
car, and so the Silver Spur sold 
in much greater numbers. 
However, in 1995, requests 
were coming from dealers in 

the USA for a slightly less expensive car 
than the Silver Spur but with the same 
wheelbase. This was owing to certain 
potential customers demanding a car 
‘more than a Silver Spirit, but less than a 
Silver Spur’. Hence, the Silver Dawn name 
was reintroduced.

The Silver Spirit was never very popular in 

the USA. The American owner preferred the 

longer wheelbase. In 1995 requests were 

coming in for a less expensive car than the 

Silver Spur  but with the same wheelbase

Above: twin headlamp conversion on  
SZ Register member Mark Warnock’s 1993 
Rolls-Royce Silver Spirit II (PCH46556)
Left: 1989 registered Rolls-Royce Silver 
Spirit II (LCH31390) belonging to Mark 
Williams is an early example.
Externally the Spirit II looked similar to the 
original model but featured  alloy road 
wheels rather than traditional steel wheels 
with hub caps. Mechanical and interior 
revisions were more significant1991 Rolls-Royce  Silver Spur II  Mulliner Park Ward (MCH35789) belonging to Mike and Jenny Caridia is one of 71 examples  built
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Although the specification of this 
model was below that of its illustrious 
namesake, the name did give a stimulus 
to the US market and was well received by 
those customers who wished to own one. 
All Silver Dawn cars had a name badge 
fitted to the left-hand side 
of the boot lid to distinguish 
them from the other models.

In 1996, there were further 
revisions to the Rolls-Royce 
range of motor cars, but they 
were not given the series 
number IV. It is a popular myth 
that the reason the numerical 
suffix ‘IV’ was not used for 
the Silver Spirit and the Silver 
Spur was that this particular 
symbol could be seen as a 
sign of bad luck in some Far 
Eastern territories. However, 
the writer was present at a meeting with 
the marketing department at Crewe when 
the name change was discussed, and the 
real reason for the name reverting back 
to simply Silver Spirit and Silver Spur was 
that the company did not wish to become 

likened to, and talked about in the same 
manner as, the Ford Cortina Mark 4.

Also in 1996, the limousine was 
subjected to a specification revision. 
The most significant revisions were the 
repositioning of the rear doors and the 

introduction of an extra panel between 
the front and rear doors. The car  
was now given the name Rolls-Royce  
Park Ward. This model retained the 
identical wheelbase and roofline as  
the touring limousine.

Revisions
Several revisions were made to the 
specification of the Silver Spirit, Silver 
Spur and Park Ward, starting with the fact 
that their badges were fitted to the right-
hand side of the boot lid. In this context, it 

is worth noting that the Silver 
Spirit was unique because the 
original model never bore such 
a badge.

A polished door mirror 
was now attached directly to 
the door frame of all three 
models, which also featured 
integrated front bumpers 
and an integrated air dam, 
plus revised rear bumpers. In 
addition, the height of both the 
Spirit of Ecstasy mascot and 
the radiator shell was reduced, 
while the spare wheel was now 

stowed in the luggage compartment.
The Silver Spur and Silver Spirit both 

had double fine painted coachlines on the 
outside and vertical fluting to the seat 
trim inside, while the Park Ward’s exterior 
featured triple fine coachlines and its 

interior horizontal pleats to the seat trim. 
The latter model also had revised wheels 
and special motifs embossed on the road 
wheel trim discs carrying the model name.

On the inside, the Park Ward model 
featured fully automatic air conditioning 
in the front of the car and manual in 
the rear, while the Silver Spirit and the 
Silver Spur had cooling outlets in the rear 
compartment. All three models now had 
a radio cover flap fitted to the centre 
console, which also accommodated 
the seat switches in a different position 
compared with where they’d been 
before. In addition, the cars came with 
an electrically operated steering-column 
tilt mechanism, and they were powered 
by an updated engine that yielded a 6 per 
cent increase in maximum torque and 
improved fuel efficiency by 11 per cent.

End of production
In 1997, production of the Silver Spirit was 
discontinued altogether. As a result, the 
Silver Dawn was distributed to all global 
markets to fill the gap before the model 
range was discontinued shortly afterwards. 

It is a popular myth that the suffix IV was  

not used because it could be seen as a sign 

of bad luck in some Far Eastern territories. 

The real reason for reverting to Silver Spirit

and Silver Spur was that the company did

not wish to be talked about in the same

manner as the Ford Cortina Mark 4 

At the same time, another model was 
introduced: the Silver Spur division car. This 
particular model’s extended wheelbase 
was 14 inches (356 mm) longer than that 
of the standard Silver Spur, but unlike the 
Park Ward it did not have the extended 
roofline. Its rear compartment had the 
extra legroom required by some customers 
who did not want the ostentatious extra 
length of the Park Ward limousine. A non-
division version of the identical wheelbase 
was also offered.

During that year, all Rolls-Royce models 
other than the Silver Dawn were also 
fitted with turbocharged engines – a 
practice that continued until the models 
were discontinued. At the same time, 
engine assembly was entrusted to a 
subcontractor, Cosworth (builders of high-
powered engines), as factory space was 
required for the building of the new model 
range: the Silver Seraph and the Bentley 
Arnage. Subcontracting continued until 
the cessation of production in 1999.

It is interesting to note that even after 
the Silver Seraph was launched in early 
1998, a number of Silver Spur bodies were 

still un-used. When US dealers found out 
about this, they made a request for the 
cars to be completed as there was still a 
demand for the model. This demand was 
met, but it meant that these cars had to 
be assembled on the two-door assembly 
line – along with the Bentley Continental 
R, Continental T and Azure. This was 
because the four-door assembly lines on 
which the Silver Spirit range had been 
built had been removed and replaced by 
the new Silver Seraph assembly facility.

In conclusion, it must be stated that 
the longevity of a range of cars that 
was expected to last only seven years 
but continued in production for 19 is 
testament to the devotion of those who 
designed, developed, built, tested and, in 
no small part, serviced them. However, 
and most importantly, strong customer 
loyalty to the marque ensured that this 
model range remained in production for 
as long as it did. One can only wonder if 
such a feat will ever happen again.

• This story originally appeared in The Rolls-
Royce Enthusiasts’ Club Yearbook 2014

Above and right: Ken Smith’s 1996 
Rolls-Royce Silver Spur (TCX57079 )
is distinguished by its revised air dam, 
bumpers and grille. Polished door mirrors 
are fitted in the space previously occupied 
by the quarterlight windows. Inside there 
was a revised dashboard layout with a new 
centre console featuring a wooden flap to 
hide the audio unit. In addition, there was an 
electrically operated tilt mechanism for the 
steering wheel Dave and Gina Barrington-Bullock’s 1997 Silver Spur (VCH59660). From this model year onwards all Spurs were fitted with a low pressure turbo
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FLYING FURNITURE
Renouned spare parts supplier Flying Spares (www.flyingspares.co.uk) also 
offers a number of objects made from recycled Rolls-Royce equipment. 

“In the past we have supplied grille shells, hub caps and other parts for 
customers to create their own works of art. We can create sofas from the rear 
seats of Silver Spirits and Mulsannes and we recently made some art deco lamps 
out of old Rolls-Royce pistons, just for a bit of fun. And right now there is a coffee 
table made from a Bentley Turbo R alloy 
wheel in our reception area,” says company 
founder Ben Handford. 

And sometimes the demand for parts 
from Flying Spares to recycle in the name 
of art may entail the whole car. It’s not an 
SZ, granted, but if you have ever wondered 
where the Silver Shadow in the swimming 
pool on the Be Here Now album cover by 
Oasis came from… well, now you know.

Are you sitting 
comfortably?

Visitors to the 
2014 Classic 
Motor Show 
were amazed by the 
Rolls-Royce Silver Spirit 
rear seat leather settee and matching 
6.75-litre coffee table on one of the 
stands. These were the work of 
Birmingham-based vee8design 
that transforms car seats into 
sofas and armchairs. The company 
can even turn an old engine block  
into a jaw-dropping coffee table or  
eight-bottle wine rack that no man-cave 
should be without. 

“Although 
several of my 
pieces have 

evolved from 
the original V8 idea I 

have gone beyond this,” says owner 
Alex Simpson. “I like to think of my 

designs as being different and 
stylish; taking objects which 
in themselves are not unusual 

or special but giving them an 
application which makes them 

appear in a totally new light. As with all 
my items, they are made to order and 
bespoke to you. So with the sofas and 

seats I can offer a wide range of colours 
and finishes for the frames – you can 
specify practically any colour you wish.

“I build my tables from a wide range 
of engines, including Range Rovers, 
BMWs and Mercedes as well as more 
exclusive marques such as Rolls-Royce. 
The block is generally given a metallic 
chrome finish with the piston assemblies 
and legs (exhaust valves) in gloss black. 
However, you can have the item finished 
in practically any colour you wish and the 
size and finish of glass is up to you.”

Visit www.vee8design.com or phone 
07882361882 for further details.

Old Rolls-Royce 

engine parts are 

generally persona non 

grata in the lounge. 

But not after Alex 

Simpson and Flying 

Spares have worked 

their magic…



THE SPIRITTHE SPIRIT

SUMMER 2015 • Issue 2   71THE MAGAZINE OF THE ROLLS-ROYCE ENTHUSIASTS’ CLUB SZ REGISTER

Arctic role
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The ice warning on the dashboard of Nicolas Gravel’s Bentley Brooklands 

illuminates when it’s 1ºC outside but that’s no cause for concern when you 

live in Canada where the thermometer often plummets to -30ºC in winter

THE MAGAZINE OF THE ROLLS-ROYCE ENTHUSIASTS’ CLUB SZ REGISTER
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For those of us living in the north of 
America and Europe, besides the 
cold, the snow and the slush, winter 

is often an opportunity for nature to 
demonstrate hostility towards car drivers. 
Let’s be honest, unless you live in Florida, 
Monaco or Australia, winter is the bane of 
our cars’ existence. That said, what exactly 
is it that seems to be so harmful to our 
beloved cars? Is it the intense cold? Or 
perhaps the snowy roads and the salt and 
grit spread to improve grip on the ice? In 
fact, what does the most damage has no 
connection to any of the above. The real 
enemy, I believe, is the prolonged stillness 
we inflict upon them.

All Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor 
cars, particually the SZ, were built to last 
and to be used every single day. Do not 
doubt for a moment that these cars are 
real Grand Tourers; they were designed to 
swallow up miles of asphalt and to face 
the worst conditions, including winter.  

Anyone, and they don’t need to be an 
experienced mechanic, can take one look 
at the undercarriage of a Silver Spirit and 
see for themselves the obvious robustness 
of these vehicles. Despite this, most 
people seem to think that their SZ should 
hibernate during the cold season, rather 
like a Canadian bear. And the longer this 
hibernation period, the more reassured 
and the more responsible these misguided 
owners think they are being. 

But they are wrong. While we all want 
to look after our cars as best we can, the 

Despite these impressive figures that few 
places in the world can compete with, 
winter is not hostile at all times. Actually, 
most of the time the temperature stands 
at -15°C (5°F) or even warmer, hence 
the weather can easily be endured by 
an SZ, even though the “ICE” warning is 
illuminated almost all the time. 

Cold starting is not something to 
be scared of and, with care, will do no 
damage – even to a car that is left outside. 
All you need to do is simply to wait until 
the engine temperature rises before 
driving at higher speeds; the engine, 

worst often occurs while they are under 
a dust sheet. Stagnation is followed by 
premature wear and results in previously 
moving components seizing solid.

We all dread finding that infamous oil 
leak on the garage floor when the car is 
started for the first time in spring, but we 
are often the ones to blame. Months in 
storage can cause the seals, gaskets, and 
other metal parts that should frequently 
bathe in oil, to dry out and rust, hastening 
damage that would otherwise occur much 
later – or perhaps never at all.

Not only should you drive your car 
frequently in order to avoid mechanical 
problems, but you should not be afraid 

brakes and suspension oil viscosity will be 
optimal after only a short distance. Leave 
the engine to idle for a minute and keep 
to low revs for about five minutes and the 
car is ready for normal use.

One vital piece of preparation for the 
Canadian winter is to fit proper winter 
tyres. Although weighing roughly 3000kg 
(6500 lbs), and therefore enjoying 
confidence and stability on the road, 
driving an SZ without specifically designed 
winter tyres means taking unnecessary 
risks. Winter tyres use a softer rubber, 
which doesn’t harden as easily at lower 

of prudent use in the snow to extend 
its lifespan – after all, these cars were 
designed to be driven in winter. 

Later models have a switch featuring a 
snowflake on the console and this triggers 
a very useful device, (hint, it is not the 
air conditioning). The snowflake switch 
adjusts the transmission mode, and is 
intended for driving in adverse conditions 
with poor grip such as on snow, ice and 
loose surfaces.

When using this mode, the car pulls 
away from rest in second gear and the 
gearbox changes into the highest gear 
practical as early as it can. As a result, the 
torque transmitted to the rear wheels is 
kept to a minimum to reduce the risk of 
wheelspin and loss of traction.

I do not intend to teach you the 
mechanical nuances of this device; I’m 
not even sure I understand how it works 
myself and others can explain it better, 
suffice to say that its very existence 
reinforces my idea that my Bentley was 
expected to be driven in the snow!

Here in eastern Canada, where I live, to 
say winter is harsh is an understatement. 
The temperature often drops to -30°C 
(-22°F) and sometimes even lower than 
that and snow can easily reache 500cm 
(200 inches) deep during the season. 

temperatures and therefore maximises 
grip. They may also have a specific tread 
pattern designed for snowy conditions.

Take care, however, to fit tyres of the 
correct size, resisting the temptation to 
reduce the width in search of increased 
efficiency. Besides the usual three 
digits denoting the size of a tyre, (for 
example, the tyres on my Brooklands 
R are 255/55R17, indicating the width 
in millimeters, the wall width ratio as a 
percentage and the diameter in inches), 
two other indications are extremely 
important and unfortunately occasionally 
ignored. These are the load and the speed 
ratings, respectively expressed by a 
number and a letter, (ie: 104 V for my car). 
The higher the number, the better the tyre 
generally performs, especially in high-
speed corners. As for the speed rating, 
the further along the alphabet the letter 
comes, the higher the speed at which the 
tyre is safe. Although absolute speed may 
not be a factor in the snow, the quality 
of adhesion is closely linked to that and 
should not be overlooked.

Even when being very selective in your 
choice of weather and roads you’ll have 
plenty of opportunity to enjoy winter 
driving in your SZ, to extend its operating 
life and to prolong your pleasure. And do 
not forget that the number shown by the 
odometer of your Rolls-Royce or Bentley 
is directly proportionate to the happiness 
index of its driver. Go outside, the real life 
is outside, even in winter.
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Despite having owned 
11 SZ cars (and four 
others from Crewe) 
during the past 20+ 
years, and even with 
three Brooklands now 
parked in the garage, 
I may yet have some 
unfinished business!
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I was driving a 1996 Bentley Brooklands 
with 87,000 miles on the clock when I first 
saw my Olympian, says Clive Emson. It 
was registered in May 1998 and had done 
only 7,000 miles in its first eight years.  

The car had apparently remained in a 
West End covered car park for the first 
two years of its life, travelling less than 
1,500 miles before being sold to a Scottish 
buyer. He drove the Bentley for only 5,500 
miles during the next four years before 
Clive bought it in June 2006. Originally 
R443 PGC, the plate was soon changed to 
AUC 10N (I am a property auctioneer). 

Olympian special features include a 
Hooper-style back window, 18-inch five-
spoke alloys (as used on the RT Mulliner) 
and Twilight Blue paint with Dark Grainy 
Blue hide piped in St James Red with 
ruched inserts. There is also special 
badging, a badge bar, an upgraded Sony 
audio system and wraparound medium 
burr walnut waistrails with contrasting 
coachlines. The Olympian is based on 
the £149,000 Bentley Turbo RT and was 
reputed to include £30,000 worth of 
extras and upgrades.

My only ‘incident’ with the Olympian 
came in 2008 when the car was issued 
with a Roadworthiness Prohibition Notice 
following an over-enthusiastic DVLA 
inspector deciding that the factory fitted 
tinted front windows were ‘too dark’! 

Bill Hogg explains how Bentley lured him away 

from long-term Mercedes ownership and  

why there has never been any looking back

My introduction to the world of Rolls-
Royce and Bentley came about by chance 
in the early 1990s. Until this time I had 
been a long-term owner of Mercdes-Benz 
cars, latterly the V8 engined models and 
had been enjoying driving my desirable 
500 SEC. 

However, around then, I began to suffer 
from lower back problems – mainly as 
a result of many years of excessive golf 
practice. I had played a lot of competitive 
golf in my younger days and I became 
conscious of the relative lack of support 
and overly firm nature of the driver’s seat 
in my then Mercedes.

I had never previously considered a 
Rolls-Royce or Bentley and it was only 
when my local Rolls-Royce dealer held 
an open day that I accepted an invitation 
to test drive the then recently launched 
Bentley Brooklands. 

The Brooklands provided a completely 
different driving experience compared 
with any of the many other cars I had 
owned but this took some time to fully 
appreciate. What I was immediately 
struck by was the superb comfort of the 
leather sports seats which offered exactly 
the right support to alleviate my lower 
back pain.

This is what made me start  
investigating which Crewe-built motor 
cars would best suit my needs, both for 
their driving enjoyment and, equally 
importantly, in terms of what I could 
afford. I ruled out a Silver Spirit on 
the grounds that the seats were not 
as supportive as those I had tested on 
the Brooklands and I also found the 
suspension overly soft, especially in 
comparison with a Mercedes. I tried a 
contemporary Turbo R but I found that 
model overly firm, despite the recent 
introduction of the automatic ride control 
system which delivered a significant 
improvement compared with pre-1990 
model year cars.

A new Brooklands was out of the 
question and so I started the search for a 
post-1990 Bentley Eight or preferably a 
Mulsanne S with its benefits of a higher 

Chariot 
of the Gods
Clive Emson’s Bentley Turbo RT (WCH66376) is one of four Olympian 

special editions commissioned by main dealer Jack Barclay; two further 

Olympian cars, based on the Rolls-Royce Silver Spur, were also built
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specification compared with the relatively 
basic Eight. 

It didn’t take long to come across a one 
owner 1991 Mulsanne S in what, for me,  
was the ideal colour of Royal Blue with 
Parchment hide. 

It was acquired on my behalf by 
Grassicks of Perth, a long established 
family firm which held the Rolls-Royce 
franchise for many years and had an 
excellent reputation for maintaining these 
cars which, as I came to discover, is so 
important given the expertise required 
to ensure that they are kept in the best 
running order.

And so began what is now a well over 
20-year-long fascination with these 
wonderful motor cars. The Mulsanne S 
proved a great introduction to the marque 
and I recall it with affection 
to this day, particularly the 
column mounted three speed 
gear selector which was a 
delight to use. This car was 
eventually replaced in 1997 
by a 1996 Brooklands, a face 
lift model although with the 
normally aspirated engine and 
not the light pressure turbo (LPT) version 
which was introduced around that time, 
of which more later in this tale.

This Brooklands also gave excellent 
service for a few years and was followed 
by a number of other SZs, including a 
1990 Turbo R – I had, by then, overcome 
my initial reservations concerning its 
firmer suspension. This car was eventually 
sold to Alastair Scott, a highly regarded 
former Grassicks engineer who set up 
his own Rolls-Royce and Bentley service 
centre in Abernethy, near Perth where 

be a ‘heavy’ throttle making the car quite 
difficult to drive smoothly at low speed. 

I also struggled to get used to the 
taller cabin compared with the lower roof 
line of the Brooklands, along with other 
niggles such as the heating and ventilation 
controls which I felt were not of such high 
quality as those in its predecessor. 

By way of a final word on the Arnage,  
I believe that many of my negative views 
on the above R, and other earlier models, 
were addressed in the 2007 model year 
cars, by which time various improvements 
had been made to the engine 
turbochargers. There was also a new six-
speed gearbox, all of which combined to 
produce a substantially more satisfying 
car to drive although I am not convinced 
that the seats were similarly improved!

The LPT Brooklands which replaced 
the Arnage offers a significantly different 
driving experience from the Mulliner by 
way of much lighter steering (at least at 
lower speeds). This is probably because it 
is fitted with 16-inch wheels as compared 
to the 18-inch wheels of the Mulliner. 

many Scottish Section members have 
their cars looked after. Alastair continues 
to this day to enjoy his personal use of my 
old Turbo R.

Other SZ cars followed, including a 
1992 Bentley Continental R which, being 
an early example, I found somewhat 
under-powered. This was replaced by a 
1999 Continental R which had more than 
ample power and handled very well but 
suffered from, at least in my opinion, the 
retrograde step of being fitted with newly 
designed front seats which incorporated 
seat belt tensioners. These seats looked 
good but but were not as comfortable 
nor as supportive as the older sports seats 
which had so impressed me originally.

Having had rather negative experiences 
with both Continental Rs, I decided to 

return to the Brooklands, firstly with a 
1998 Brooklands R standard wheelbase 
model with which I was very happy until 
tempted to upgrade to a 1998 Mulliner 
version, firstly number six of the 100 such 
cars produced, then to number 56, a much 
lower mileage car and now one of the trio 
of Brooklands in my possession.

This end-of-line model benefits from 
being long wheelbase and the interior also 
enjoys a number of other nice touches 
such as chrome bezelled instruments, 
rounded door cappings, two-tone hide 

The suspension set-up of the Mulliner 
is also quite a bit stiffer and its version 
of the light pressure turbo has been 
tweaked to produce a modest, although 
noticeable, increase in power to 320bhp 
as opposed to the more than ample 
300bhp of the standard LPT. 

The keen observer will note that I have 
fitted a mesh radiator grille to the LPT in 
place of the standard vanes which again 
I feel improves the frontal appearance. 
I have also replaced the original thin 
rimmed leather steering wheel with the 
thicker one as fitted to the Brooklands Rs 
which gives a slightly ‘meatier’ feeling. 
Although the LPT is slightly the oldest 
of the trio, it has the lowest mileage at 
currently only 24,000.

Having decided to focus on ownership 
of Brooklands examples and also having 
accessed new garaging with room for at 
least three cars, I couldn’t resist acquiring 
the final member of the trio when a 1998 
Bentley Brooklands R with a good history 
became available last year. 

This car is finished in the most 
attractive colour of Wildberry with 
Magnolia hide and has the added 
provenance of being the very last standard 
wheelbase car in right hand drive to 
leave the factory. This car is more like the 
Mulliner to drive because of its similar 
suspension set-up but has 17-inch wheels 
and so feels marginally lighter in its 
steering at low speed but with the same 
power output as the LPT, so therefore 
comes somewhere between the other two 
in terms of its overall driving experience. 

To the uninitiated all three cars may 
seem very similar, but each has its 
own characteristics that offer a unique 
experience in their own way. Certainly 
after more than 20 years ownership of so 
many different examples of our beloved 
SZ motor cars, I count myself most 
fortunate to have enjoyed these to the full 
and look forward to many more years of 
the Brooklands. 

However, I feel I may still have some 
unfinished business in respect of my 
previous less than wholly satisfactory 

seats and embroidered Bentley logos on 
the head-rests. 

This car is finished in Atlantic Blue, an 
attractive colour that I suspect may have 
been specially reserved for the Mulliner 
series as I don’t recall having seen it on 
many other SZ cars. 

I fitted a matrix grille (as featured on 
later Continental Rs) and had the radiator 
shell chrome plated. I think this goes well 
with the factory-fitted chrome bumper 
inserts and makes the front of the car 
look a lot better. My Mulliner has covered 
only 34,000 miles to date and is a superb 
grand tourer which I tend to use only for 
longer trips down south, leaving the other 
two cars for more local use in Scotland.

Always seeking to improve even on 
what I perceived as perfection, a while 

back I thought the time had 
come to venture into an 
Arnage, although fortunately 
I retained ownership of the 
above Mulliner. I ruled out the 
early model years, especially 
those with the 4.4-litre BMW 
engine – lated called Green 
Label – which I felt inferior 

to the latest version of the venerable 
6.75-litre V8 and also bypassed the Red 
Label models until eventually acquiring a 
2003 Arnage R. 

Although mine was an excellent 
example in lovely condition, it proved a 
most disappointing ownership experience 
in a number of ways. Perhaps I did not 
keep it long enough to overcome some 
fairly obvious shortcomings, at least in 
my eyes. The main problem was my old 
bugbear of lack of comfort and support in 
the front seats, along with what I found to 

ownership of two Continental Rs and 
might well consider another one. As a 
result of my previous experiences, this 
would have to be a 1995 or 1996 model 
year example which would thus be both 
adequately powered and also be fitted 
with the original and more comfortable 
sports seats.

• For a number of years, I have sourced  
the majority of my SZ cars from Balmoral 
UK in Halesowen where the owner,  
Alan Ledington, provides an exceptional 
service with his long experience of these 
cars, both in terms of sales and workshop 
facilities. I am pleased to express my  
sincere thanks to Alan for all his efforts 
to ensure my loyalty with the marque 
continues to this day.

I recall the Mulsanne S with affection to 

this day, particularly the column mounted 

gear selector which was a  delight to use.

The car was replaced by a 1996 Brooklands

Brooklands R Mulliner WCH66850 is number 56 of 100: two-tone hide, cargo netting, dark walnut and embroidered logos adorn the interior Chrome bezels and red starter button on dash

Bill Hogg’s Turbo R originally supplied 
by St Hellier Garages in Jersey (now 
with Azure wheels) was sold to service 
specialist Alastair Scott and is still in use 
as his personal car

Bill Hogg’s previous 
Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley motor cars 
• 1955 R-Type Standard Saloon
  (B50 ZY)
• 1969 Silver Shadow MPW 2 Door  
   Saloon  (CRH 3934)
• 1981 Corniche FHC (CRH 50614)
• 1990 Turbo R (MCH 50614)
• 1991 Mulsanne S  (MCH 34985)
• 1992 Continental R (NCH 42018)
• 1995 Silver Spur (TCH 57216)
• 1996 Brooklands  (TCH 58031)
• 1997 Turbo RL  (VCH 60141)
• 1997 Brooklands R  (WCH 66042)
• 1998 Brooklands R Mulliner   
   (WCH 66805)
• 1999 Continental R  (XCH 63154)

and his current  
Crewe collection 
• 1997 Brooklands LPT 
   (VCH  60120)
• 1998 Brooklands R Mulliner  
   (WCH 66850)
• 1998 Brooklands R ( WCH 66287)
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Why buy just one
Rolls-Royce
when you can have

260
I have been collecting Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley models and books as far back 
as I can remember. I bought my first 
Rolls-Royce book in 1979 when I was 
just 13 years old and I think this is when 
my addiction started. My first model car 
was a Corgi Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow 
two-door. I loved the front end of the 
model with the grille, hood ornament and 
jewelled headlights. The doors, bonnet 
and boot all opened on the model. 

Growing up in Canada in the 1970s and 
80s there were not many Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley models on the market, 
the majority being from British toy 
manufacturers such as Dinky, Corgi and 
Matchbox. Models were available from 
companies such as FYP and Top Marques 
but they were produced in limited 
numbers and because of their high quality 
they were extremely expensive.

True Scale Miniatures produce a very 
good range of 1/43 scale Rolls-Royce 

models from the Silver Wraith through 
to the current Phantom and Ghost. 
Dutch company Neo Scale Models also 
produces Rolls-Royce and Bentley models 
in 1/43 scale. Minichamps has produced 
only a few Rolls-Royce models but a 
large number of Bentleys in both 1/18 
and 1/43 scales. IXO Models has offered 
quite a few Rolls-Royce models from 
the current Phantom and Ghost range 
in 1/43 scale. Another Dutch company, 
Matrix Scale Models, produces mainly 
Rolls-Royce miniatures although recently 
have produced a few Bentley pieces too. 
Matrix has made some stunning models 
including a 1957 Silver Cloud by Freestone 
and Webb, a 1959 Silver Cloud Harold 
Radford shooting brake and a 1957 Rolls-
Royce Silver Cloud hearse by Simpson 
and Slater. The newest model company 
to come on scene is Kyosho from Japan. 
Kyosho has produced beautiful models of 
the current Phantom and Ghost range in 

It began with a solitary Corgi two-door coupé  

then Paul Stafford’s collection grew and grew
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SZ MODEL COLLECTING
Among the first SZ models to appear was a 1/43 scale Silver Spirit with opening 
doors and bonnet from Matchbox, available in silver and dark red. Matchbox also 
produced a smaller version in 1/64 scale. Neo Scale Models made a beautiful 1/43 
scale Silver Spirit in light blue, available through their website. TRL Models of China 
produced a 1/18 scale Silver Spirit in limited numbers – it’s probably best to try eBay 
for this as well as the Matchbox models. True Scale Miniatures are about to release 
a Silver Spirit and a Silver Spur both in 1/43 scale. Neo Scale Models have released 
a Bentley Mulsanne in 1/43 in two colours, a Turbo R, and a Mulsanne S is due soon. 
Minichamps have released a resin Bentley Continental R and Azure in 1/18 scale – 
both are limited to 999 pieces worldwide. They have also released a Continental R, 
Continental T, Continental SC and Azure in 1/43 scale. 

1/43 scale. At time of writing, no model 
company has yet announced a Rolls-
Royce Wraith in any scale). 

Kyosho’s 1/18 scale models are 
exquisite beyond belief. These models 
feature opening doors, steerable wheels 
and working suspension but it is with the 
interiors that Kyosho really shines. Front 
seats slide back and forth, sun visors and 
armrests fold down, some compartments 
open and they even have a removeable 
umbrella fitted to the doors. 

I suppose I collect Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley models because of the love and 
passion I have for these beautiful cars in 
real life – to me, they are not just cars, 
they are more like works of art.

Currently I have 260 models in my 
collection in various scales, the largest 
number being in 1/43 scale. I have 
another 25 models on hold at a local store 
here in Vancouver.  

I also have an extensive book collection 
with 50 on Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
as well as a large collection of sales 
brochures and press packs. I would say 
my entire collection is worth around 
$18,000.00 Canadian. 

When I tell people what my collection 
is worth they tell me that I could have 
bought a real Silver Spirit by now and they 
are correct – but this way I can say I own 
260 Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars instead 
of just one.

Another model company I should 
mention is Classic Models from China. 
It produces a wide range of Rolls-Royce 

models including the Phantom IV. There 
were only 18 Phantom IVs built and 
Classic Models have produced a model 
of all of them. I have 13 examples so that 
leaves just five more to collect. 

The models are made from resin 
and are 1/43 scale. Classic Models has 
produced versions of the early Phantom 
IVs as well as repainted versions – for 
example, Princess Elizabeth’s Valentine 
Green car which was later repainted in the 
royal colours of black and burgundy when 
she became Queen. I order Classic Models 
from eBay which seems to be the only 
way they can be bought in North America. 

My favourite models, after the 
Phantom IVs, would have to be the other 
cars used by the Royal Family. With my 
recent addition of the Queen Mother’s 
Phantom V Landaulette, I have models of 
all the Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars to be 
part of the royal fleet, past and present. 

If you are thinking about starting your 
own collection of Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
models, I suggest beginning with Rolls-
Royce models from IXO. They make great 
examples of the current Phantom and 
Ghost range at reasonable prices. There 
are a lot of models on eBay but I prefer to 
buy them from a shop because a lot of the 
models are made from resin material and 
can be damaged in transit. 

Collecting Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
models and books had brought me a lot of 
joy over the years and I assure you there is 
more to come. You can always see more 
at Instagram.com/rrandbfreak.
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1998 Bentley Turbo RT Mulliner SWB
WCH66717 
Although long wheelbase was standard, 
one righthand drive RT Mulliner was 
built on the SWB chassis. The Mulliner 
specification included a 420bhp engine 
with flared wheel arches to accommodate 
the 18-inch wheels and slightly wider rear 
track. Additional dials with chrome bezels 
and a push-button starter feature on the 
redesigned dashboard. The bodywork 
features wing vents and redesigned 
bumpers with integral front fog lamps.

1999 Rolls-Royce Silver Spur  
Armoured XCX80801
Using the same 14-inch stretch as the 
Rolls-Royce Silver Spur Non-Division, 
this car features: 
• B6 level armoured protection
• Alcantara upholstery
• Run flat tyres
• Fire extinguisher systems to each 
  wheel arch & engine bay
• Full laminated (5 layer) windows
• Full side impact protection from  
  ramming.
• Separate oxygen supply with  
  individual masks for each occupant

1983 Rolls-Royce Silver Spur Limousine 
14-inch stretch DCX08101
Eventually supplied through German dealer Royal Motors Lehmann of Cologne (the 
speedometer has ‘Royal Motors’ where the Rolls-Royce logo would usually appear) 
delivery of this 1983 model year car was fraught with delays and in the end it was 
not completed until 1988. 

Initially used for factory purposes, documents at The Hunt House suggest that 
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars International agreed to market the lefthand drive car in 
March 1987 rather than letting it be scrapped but the process did not run smoothly. 
An original order from Auto Becker was cancelled in April 1987 and then the 
replacement order from Auto Koenig was cancelled in December 1987 “because of 
vagueness and slowness of response of the factory concerning fittings and delivery”. 
Royal Motors Lehmann agreed to take the car and pay for it in cash in full on the 
understanding that it would be ready by the end of December in time to be used for 
a special promotion for the German Davis Cup tennis tournament in February 1988. 
Further delays regarding the completion of the special order writing table meant the 
delivery was put back still further to 25 April 1988. 

Special features include: division; 1994 model year hub caps; black paint with 
beige hide; occasional seats; veneer panels to the doors; cocktail requisites in the 
back of the front seats with wood veneer picnic tables fitted above them.  
Wood veneer is also applied to the top of the dashboard and the sides of the 
transmission tunnel.

The specially designed writing table with chrome plated legs, that contributed 
to the delay in delivery, slots into brackets on the front of the rear seat pan and the 
rear side armrest to provide a secure location. 

1985 Rolls-Royce Silver Spur  
Centenary FCH14000 
Built to celebrate production of the 
100,000th Rolls-Royce, the Silver 
Spur Centenary incorporated many 
exclusive features such as: inlaid, 
monogrammed waistrails on the 
door cappings; inlaid picnic tables 
with a set of matching spirit flasks; 
engraved door sill plates and a 
commemorative plate fitted to the 
inside of the glove box door. Finished 
in Royal Blue, the interior was 
trimmed in champagne hide which 
was also used to trim the contrasting 
dark blue carpets. 

An additional 25 Silver Spur 
Centenary Replicas were also built.

Correspondence between the factory 
and supplying dealer Malayan Motors 
indicates that this car was originally 
ordered as a LWB model. However, in 
July 1997 a SWB body with a Moonroof 
was delivered to Crewe for which the 
factory had no orders and the Overseas 
Operations department suggested: “As 
it is still a few weeks from receiving the 
body for your car, do you think that the 
customer may like a Moonroof in their car, 
and we could come to some arrangement 
over the cost, and so could use this body.” Location of engine turning and bezels in a standard Bentley Turbo RT Mulliner dashboard
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1994 Bentley Touring Limousine  RCX80105
This is essentially a Rolls-Royce Silver Spur III Touring Limousine from model year 
1994 that was manufactured as a Bentley and delivered to New York. The VIN 
number was changed accordingly, with all the Rolls-Royce badges replaced by 
Bentley equivalents and the car was fitted with round Brooklands-style headlamps, 
wheels and tyres. The speedometer was amended to a Bentley item, as were the 
badges on the engine.

The car was ordered with a number of options and extras including a cocktail 
cabinet on the right of the rear compartment which could be replaced by an extra 
occasional seat if required.

1997 Bentley Azure with Continental T 
Body Kit VCH61178 
A one-off righthand drive car with green 
badging to the luggage compartment lid 
and wheel centre caps. The fully veneered 
waistrails (no cross banding or inlay) used 
highly figured burr walnut and the ruched 
seat cushions and squabs.

1998 Bentley Brooklands R 
Division WCX80536 
Essentially a lefthand drive 
Rolls-Royce Silver Spur Division 
manufactured as a Bentley.

1997 Bentley Continental T Stratton 
VCH53485 
The same basic specification as a  
standard Continental T with full engine 
turned centre console, leather fitted to 
cover all wooden finishers (including 
waistrails) and a polished stainless steel 
gear selector.

1997 Rolls-Royce SIlver Spur 
Joanna Trading  VCH60060 
Rolls-Royce Silver Spur with a bottle 
cooler to rear armrest and bottle 
retainers in the luggage compartment. 
Hide covered cocktail cabinets and 
silver inlay to woodwork. Upgraded 
hi-fi with VCR and monitors in the 
headrests. See page 86 for details.

1999 Bentley Mulliner Limousine XCX80259 
Delivered to New York, this car has the same basic specification as a Rolls-Royce Park 
Ward Limousine (including a Bentley-badged Rolls-Royce style dashboard with column 
mounted gear selector) with a Bentley radiator shell with polished vanes, double 
headlamps and Bentley badging on the engine. 

It has Silver Seraph style oval side indicator repeaters. The car was ordered with 
two sets of runflat alloy wheels and the luggage area in the boot was modified to 
incorporate the redundant spare wheel section. The rear door panels were veneered and 
two occasional seats were specified for the rear compartment with magazine stowage 

in place of picnic tables – the right hand occasional seat 
also housed a fax machine with a dedicated phone 

line. The centre cabinet housed a TV, an 
NTSC video player and an upgraded 
radio/cassette/CD hi-fi system with 
Mission speakers and amplifier.

ONE MODEL WAS OFFERED  
BUT REPUTEDLY NEVER BUILT
Bentley Turbo R Indonesian 
The LWB Indonesian was listed 
but it appears that it was never 
constructed. Planned specification 
upgrades included: Bentley logo to 
waistrails; embroidered headrests; 
piping to armrest centre section; 
ruched inner panels on door trim 
pads; sports style steering wheel; 
video player; and walnut gear 
selector knob.
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The storming Bentley Turbo S was 
announced for model year 1995 with an 
intended production of 75 individually 
numbered cars. In the end there were just 
60 cars built – 29 righthand drive and 31 
lefthand drive – but it was always going to 
be a SWB model. However, that’s not how 
the very first Turbo S was built. 

Back in March 1994 this car was in fact 
ear-marked as a pre-production 1996 
Turbo RL, incorporating a number of new 
features due to be introduced for that 
model year. It still had the quarter lights 
and door mirrors of the existing model 
but the factory build sheet itemised 
‘restyled bumpers and radiator shell, 
exhaust trim and spare wheel in boot’ in 
line with the planned 1996 specification. 
At this time the car carried the 1996 
chassis number SCBZP03C7TCH56801.

But in August 1994 the model name 
was changed and it became a Turbo S with 
chassis number SCBZT05C8SCH56801 
– overnight the 1996 model year car 
had become a 1995. ‘Dark brown wood 
with B logo and lines in silver paint, 
revised centre console, seat style and 
door trim’ and a ‘Power Bentley “blue 
printed” engine, limited slip differential 
and Continental R wheels and tyres’ were 
on the factory deviations list. While the 
production cars had a numbered plaque 
on top of the engine, the plate on this one 
remains blank.

Registered on 14 September 1994 by 
Rolls-Royce Motors, this unique Bentley 
Turbo S became a press car. Now with 
107,200 miles on the clock, it was sold at 
auction in March 2015 for £14,560.

•  All pictures courtesy of Historics at 
Brooklands
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Horse power
In the mid-1990s, there was a drive at 
Rolls-Royce to encourage orders through 
Mulliner Park Ward, allowing clients to 
personalise their cars. Customers were 
encouraged to be closely involved in the 
design process, enhancing their experience 
and creating a value-added approach to 
production and many affluent owners 
would involve their own interior designer.

 
 DESIGN COMPETITION
Rolls-Royce, with sponsor Jack Barclay, 
invited a number of fashion, furniture 
and interior design professionals to enter 
a competition to design the interior of a 
Rolls-Royce, with the winning concept to 
be built at Crewe.

 FOR THE RACE HORSE OWNER
Leading London interior designer Joanna 
Wood and her Joanna Trading team took 
up the reigns. Inspiration for their “For 
the Race Horse Owner” design came 
from the racing colours of the Duchess 
of Westminster, an avid owner and 
racing enthusiast. Brian Ford’s renderings 
illustrated Joanna Wood’s equestrian 
theme, with marquetry by the Queen’s 
nephew, furniture maker David Linley. A 
sample board was assembled showing 
combinations of racing colours along with 
Royal Ascot racing programs and member 
badges. Asprey’s luxury goods catalogue 
played a prominent role.

 AND THE WINNER IS…
In addition to Rolls-Royce Motors’ CEO, 
Chris Woodwark, the judges reflected 
Rolls-Royce’s key marketing strategy at 

the time; target the business press with 
the company message, lifestyle journals 
for validity of the marque’s message and 
special interest journals for targeting 
specific consumers. Other judges were 
Jonathan Glancey of The Independent, 
Nicholas Coleridge, managing director 
of Condé Nast, publisher of Vogue, and 
journalist and broadcaster Alan Wicker. 

After much work, the Joanna Trading 
team were thrilled to learn their effort 
had been judged Best in Show. During the 
three-month build, Joanna Wood and her 
team liaised down to the smallest detail 
with Mulliner Park Ward. The finished  
car was shown at Jack Barclay and was 
then sent around the world to various 
Rolls-Royce dealers, drawing particular 
interest in India and the Arab world, 
resulting in 30-40 orders.

 EXTERIOR FEATURES
The roof is painted Special Yellow over 
Royal Ebony bodywork and Everflex 
mouldings separate the two-tone where 
the roof pillars meet the body. Polished 
accents are prominent, with chrome door 
mirrors, wheels and hub caps. Double 
thin/thick silver fine lines run the length 
of the car. Finishing touches include a 
Springfield Edition stainless air intake 
surround in the front bumper, and “Silver 
Spur” and “Park Ward.” boot badges

 INTERIOR FEATURES
The sporting-themed interior is 
resplendent in Special Yellow and black 
iconic Connolly leather with yellow piping 
on special Rolls-Royce seats. 

four Asprey glasses. Between the rear 
seats, the centre cushion has stowage for 
Asprey Zeiss binoculars, and a veneered 
panel with seat heater and adjustment 
controls. There is a centre armrest bottle 
cooler and a veneered panel with two 
glass recesses to the forward edge. The 
parcel shelf, post finishers, grab handles, 
duchess straps and headers are finished in 
black. The roof cross bow, trimmed in silk 
with black hide, has twin dropdown vanity 
mirrors and stowage for race cards. 

 TECHNOLOGY
There is a rear VCR with LCD monitors in 
the headrests. Twin phones with separate 
lines, and from which racing results are 
available, are mounted in the outer rear of 
the front seats. The hi-fi uses two Mission 
amps and the car has a reserve battery.

 THE BOOT
In addition to a two-piece luggage set in 
black hide, there is an Asprey picnic basket 
fixed to the floor with Special Yellow hide 

straps and an Asprey vanity case also in 
Special Yellow. One lady’s and one gent’s 
umbrella, both in yellow and black, with 
wood handles by David Linley are fitted 
to the to the inner boot lid. Black Bantam 
seats and a table are mounted on the rear 
panel. There are bottle retainers in each 
corner of the boot and a pair of wool rugs.

• Special thanks to Joanna Wood, Lucy Cox, 
the Joanna Trading team, Hillgate Public 
Relations, Marinus Rijkers and Andy Hurfurt.

Don Stott tells the story of the 1997 Rolls-Royce Silver Spur (VCH60060) 

designed by Joanna Wood and her team and built at Mulliner Park Ward 

Accessories abound: an Asprey racehorse 
mascot on the black top roll sets the 
theme, and was specified to be 
painted later in the black and 
yellow racing colours. The 
kneeroll, steering column 
cowl and centre console 
are in Special Yellow with 
a hide trimmed steering 
wheel in black. The 
Special Yellow airbag has 
contrasting stitching to 
the rim. Door panels have 
black borders around 
inserts and armrests in 
Special Yellow, with black 
piping on the armrest. The 
custom made black carpets 
here and in the boot are woven with 
a yellow trellis pattern and bound in black. 
Veneered woodwork is accented with 
ash crossbanding, ebony and silver inlays 
and south Asian ambonia. The headers, 
sunvisors and roof panels are in Donghia 
Palalazzo cream silk, behind which is a 
flame retardant interliner.

 REAR COMPARTMENT
There are black hide cocktail requisites 
in the lower rear of the front seats, with 
Asprey champagne flutes on one side, and 
two small (gin and whisky) and two large 
(tonic and ginger) decanters on the other. 
Above these are black lacquered picnic 
tables, one opening to reveal an Asprey 
stationary set, the other with Asprey 
silverware. The stowage unit above the 
rear transmission tunnel has a veneered 
lid, housing the audio remote control and 

JT concept board 
with illustrations 
by Brian Ford 
Below: photos 
Queste Issue 41, 
Summer 1997
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Nicolas Gravel could hardly believe his luck when his two ‘little monsters’ 

put the Bentley above a convertible BMW in their hierarchy of family cars

THE MAGAZINE OF THE ROLLS-ROYCE ENTHUSIASTS’ CLUB SZ REGISTER

Ask a hundred young people to name 
their dream car and 99 of them will 
almost certainly give Ferrari, Lamborghini, 
Porsche, or some other exotica of the 
same ilk as their answer... Only once in a 
hundred (or even a thousand) times will 
you hear a frail voice say “Rolls-Royce” 
or “Bentley”. This friendly little fellow, a 
bit strange and rather different from his 
comrades was me, and probably you too. 
Well, some of you, for sure. 

Or maybe you are one of those that 
only felt the call of Crewe in later life and 
spent your childhood dreaming of macho 
Italian cars. Then one day perhaps you had 
the good fortune to drive one; she might 
even have been a pretty one in a red dress 
and an engine that whistled at high revs. 
You gave her an hour or two of your time 
and, after a thrilling chase, the high faded 
away and you came to realise that, away 
from the race track, driving one of these 
highly-strung cars soon loses its appeal.

For the uninitiated young driver, lacking 
the means or experience to compare a 
distinguished British and a frisky Italian 
in person, the love at first sight is usually 
based on looks. Some can’t resist massive 
coachwork fronted by a no less imposing 
grille while, for others, it’s all about sleek 
lines, drama and sensation.

It was the huge grille of the Camargue 
that did it for me as a schoolboy. I saw a 
picture in a book about Rolls-Royce and 
it conjured up images of the columns in 
front of Greek temples. From then on I 
became utterly fascinated by that lady 
descending onto the bonnet, as an angel 
would. As I discovered each additional 
model, so my burgeoning enthusiasm led 
me deeper into its history. Surprisingly, 
my enthusiasm was not shared by my 
friends in the schoolyard. But nothing was 
going to dampen my desire to one day 
own a car from Pyms Lane.

Yes, Rolls-Royce was my first love 
but I was not immune to the charms of 
Bentley. The Continental, Azure and Turbo 
R all took their place in my affections 
after I had raved about the pictures of 
the Silver Spirit, Silver Spur and Corniche 
that managed to reach me deep in the 
Canadian countryside. This handful of 
images were gleaned from car magazines 
that cost me all my pocket money and I 
can still count on my fingers how many 
SYs and SZs I saw in real life during the 
1980s and the 1990s.

My love of modern Rolls-Royces and 
Bentleys was fuelled by the direction that 
Sir David Plastow gave the brand and 
the idea of a turbocharged version. The 
Mulsanne S, spearheading the revival of 
Bentley, renewed an enthusiasm that had 
never really faded and was boosted by the 
appearance of the Turbo R, Continental R, 
and their Mulliner versions. 

The technical specifications of 
these cars could easily embarrass the 
schoolyard Ferraristi in a game of supercar 
Top Trumps. I took my revenge. And I 
made a promise to myself that I was 
destined to keep many years later. It was, 
as the song says: Quand j’aime une fois, 
j’aime pour toujours (Once in love, always 
in love).
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position. And really, I don’t care. The fact 
that it is there is enough for me.

Thus, I have been able to combine duty 
and pleasure in order to feed and maintain 
the passionate fire of enthusiasm for 
cars in general, and that of Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley in particular, for the next 
generation of the Gravel family. 

My Brooklands R, placed like a rose 
under a bell jar when I first bought it, 
became a daily driver to the delight of 
all. But let’s be honest, the real pleasure 
wasn’t in admiring the lines of the Bentley 
under its tailored cover whenever I opened 
the garage door, but to get my hands on 
the wheel as often as possible.

Once I had agreed, not without 
hesitation, to allow the Connolly leather 
on the rear seat to wear out a little 
quicker than originally planned; to find 
biscuit crumbs buried in the Wilton carpet 
and sometimes muddy footprints on the 
back of the front seats, I am enjoying my 
car more, and fulfilling my dream to own 
one. No, that’s not right. To drive one!

Now a few years have passed and, as 
promised, I am the proud owner of an 
SZ. Luck, some wise choices, and a bit of 
good timing in a peaceful and prosperous 
country have allowed me to own several 
cars at once. My Bentley Brooklands R and 
three German cars in three different body 
styles: estate, saloon and convertible 
respectively in restrained metallic grey, 
sedate black and garish blue. I take care 
to mention this since it holds some 
importance when it comes to the heart of 
the matter: my kids.

Indeed, I realised another dream: 
founding a family. It was inevitable that 
my boys, aged six and eight, would soon 
see their interest in farm tractors dissipate 
and shift toward cars. But would they 
some day become brave Bentley boys? Or 
common Ferraristi in a sea of similitude 
peppered with small islands of Porsche 
fans, while Crewe would sink like Atlantis 
and disappear forever from the Gravel 
family upon my death? This was a serious 
existential question to which even my 

copy of Metaphysics by Aristotle wasn’t 
able to provide the answer.

My boys’ appreciation of our family 
transport manifested itself by placing the 
cars in a strict hierarchy. At that point I 
was afraid the BMW convertible’s dashing 
blue colour would bias my manly little 
monsters towards enthroning it. But 
they would have none of it and, against 
the odds, the Bentley was hoisted atop 
unanimously and stands today revered 
unconditionally.

I don’t know whether it was the 
specifications of the car or my obvious 
love for it that led the Bentley to pole 
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“Pictured as it arrived, what can we say about this example? We 
believe it to be an abandoned project with suggestions that it was 
once intended to convert it into a two door coupé. It is said that the 
rear end was removed to create a piece of furniture and yet parts of 
the engine appear to have been finely detailed. We plan to salvage 
what we can, then throw the rest of it away.” Flying Spares

THE SPIRIT

Going on up to the  
Spirit in the sky…
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It’s British; it’s exclusive; it’s made by hand;  

the attention to detail is second to none; and 

that amazing smell adds to the appeal. Sounds 

just like an SZ! The Spirit visits Angelwax 

where a dedicated group of chemists are busy 

creating a range of top end detailing products

When the guys at Angelwax say their 
waxes and detailing products are made in 
small batches entirely by hand, they really 
mean it! And they do it all themselves – 
from designing the wax, to blending the 
ingredients, to pouring it into containers, 
applying the labels, packing the boxes and 
despatching it around the world. If you 
pick up a tub of Angelwax from their stand 
at one of the scores of car shows they 
attend every year,  the chances are you’ll 
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Blended 
by hand…

and labelled 
with love

be buying the product from the very same 
man who made it.

From their premises just outside 
Glasgow, on the banks of the Clyde, the 
scent of mango, raspberry and chocolate 
is in the air as we walk across the car park 
as an indication that a new batch of wax 
is in progress. The man in the white coat is 
chemist John Hogg and he is responsible 
for all the secret Angelwax formulae. 
With 25 years experience as an industrial 
chemist, John previously designed 
specialist marking inks (those stripes 
printed on the insulation to help identify 
the wires inside every BT telephone socket 
are his work) before turning his attention 
to car wax a few years ago.

John starts the blending with the 
highest quality, pharmaceutical grade 
carnauba wax. This pale yellow powder 
has the silky feel of talc and it’s also used 
to achieve a smooth, hard finish to make 
tablets easier to swallow. It is combined 
with other waxes, such as beeswax, and a 
blend of natural oils to provide a glossy, 
wet-look, durable finish. The proportions 
are adjusted according to whether the 
wax is designed primarily for high gloss 
(Angelwax Desirable, for example) or 
durability (Angelwax Guardian). 

Other products are fine-tuned for 
particular paint finishes – Dark Angel for 

…poured  
to perfection

THE MAGAZINE OF THE ROLLS-ROYCE ENTHUSIASTS’ CLUB SZ REGISTER
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 Carnauba wax was discovered on the 
Copernicia Prunifera palm, that grows 
in northeast Brazil, in 1797. 

The wax is recovered by cutting  
and drying the fronds of the palm. In 
its raw state it is brown and impurities 
are removed by melting and filtering, 
or by centrifuging.

Polishes
Carnauba is used for floor and 
furniture waxes and shoe polishes, 
especially when mixed with beeswax 
and with turpentine.

Cosmetics
Because of its hypoallergenic and 
emollient properties, as well as its 
shine, carnauba is used in cosmetics to 
thicken lipstick, eyeliner, mascara, eye 
shadow, foundation, deodorant, skin 
care and sun care preparations.

Pharmaceuticals
It is used in the pharmaceutical 
industry to make dental wax and a 
coating is also applied to tablets to 
make them easier to swallow. 

Food and sweets
Carnauba is used as a surface finishing 
agent for baked foods and mixes, 
chewing gum, fresh fruits, gravies, 
sauces, processed fruits and juices, soft 
sweets and others with a shiny surface 
such as Tic Tacs.

Leather
Carnauba wax is combined with other 
waxes to treat and waterproof leather. 
It provides a high-gloss finish and 
increases the durability of the surface. 

Electronics
The wax is suspended in a solvent  
to make an aerosol spray that is used 
to aid the release of semiconductors 
from their moulds. 

FROM TIC TACS TO DENTAL WAX

black cars, or Angelwax Ag for silver cars 
which, incidentally, is made using the 
same chemical components that are used 
in the manufacture of silver vehicle paint.

Once the wax is ready for pouring, John 
decants it into an old coffee pot! “I know 
it doesn’t look very scientific,” he says, 
“but the spout is exactly the right shape 
and size for dispensing the hot wax into 
the tubs.”  Hand pouring is a painstaking 
process with production limited to only 
10 or 20 containers at a time. They have 
to be filled slowly, allowing the wax to 
cool between each layer to achieve a 
perfectly flat, smooth surface – pour 
it too quickly and you run the risk of 
‘caving’ with an indent in the top of 
the contents. 

Everything at Angelwax is done 
with care and attention to detail. Every 
tub is individually inspected with any drips 
or smears being wiped away before being 

wax, and it needs to reflect the quality 
of what’s inside. Matt inspects every 
sample and if it doesn’t meet his exacting 
standard the label is removed and the 
bottle rejoins the queue to try again.

From there, it’s off to the storage area 
where online orders are despatched and 
personal callers can buy direct from the 
factory shelves. 

sealed and moved on the labelling bench. 
Angelwax is the sort of business where 
everybody just rolls up their sleeves and 
gets on with whatever needs doing, so 
when he’s not driving the forklift truck, 
marketing director Matt Yates generally 
operates the labelling machine. The 
packaging is the first thing customers 
notice, before they even get to use the 

Like all Angelwax detailing products, Cleanliness pre-wash is made in bulk on the premises where it is also bottled, labelled and despatched

Pharmaceutical grade carnauba (bottom 
left beaker) is blended with other waxes and 
oils to give optimum shine and protection

Everything to leave the unit is packed by hand What it’s all about – designed to shine

OFFER ONLY AVAILABLE BY CALLING 0141 886 6732 0R 07734 549741

20%  
discount  

on the Sample Presentation Box opposite 
Wax: Anglewax; Desirable; Bilberry Wheel Sealant (all x 30ml)
Liquids: Vision Glass Cleaner 100ml; Bilberry Wheel Cleaner; 
100ml; QED quick detailer 100ml; AnGel interior plastic 
dressing 100ml; Automotive Shampoo 100ml
Accessories: 1 x long/short pile double sided microfibre;  

1 x foam wax applicator; 1 x microfibre applicator 

www.angelwax.co.uk  
AVAILABLE WHILE STOCKS LAST •  CLOSING DATE 31 JULY 2015 

CALL 0141 886 6732 AND ORDER DIRECT FROM THE FACTORY

USUAL PRICE £49.95
SPECIAL SZ REGISTER PRICE £39.95

SAVE £10!

LIMITED

THE SPIRIT

SEE 
PAGE 20 

FOR A FANTASTIC

SPECIAL OFFER! 

THE SPIRIT OF ANGELWAX 

LIMITED EDITION SHOW WAX FORMULATED 

EXCLUSIVELY FOR THE SZ REGISTER 
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Tokyo Rolls
Andy Hurfurt reflects on 10 years of car 

spotting in Japan and the changing fortunes of 

Rolls-Royce and Bentley in that country during 

the 1980s and 1990s

Japan has been my adopted home for 
10 years. It is a fascinating country with 
densely populated cities that contrast 
modernity with ancient traditions, the 
hustle of major business districts with the 
serenity of temples, and Michelin-starred 
restaurants with stand-up noodle bars. Its 
language is intimidating, but its people 
are extremely welcoming to visitors and 
praise any clumsy attempts to converse.

It is also an important market for both 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley with combined 
sales of 471 cars in 2014. Last year, Rolls-
Royce Motor Cars sold 154 cars in Japan, 
reflecting a 33% year-on-year increase, 

while Bentley Motors sold 317 cars, up 
8% over the year. Spotting a Rolls-Royce 
Phantom or Bentley Continental among 
the Toyotas, Nissans and (of course) 
Mercedes, BMWs and Audis in Tokyo is a 
(comparatively) common occurrence.

I less frequently see Silver Spirit 
based models still in use. Nevertheless, 
statistics from Japan Automobile 
Importers Association show that Japanese 
customers bought 4,420 Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley cars between 1981 and 1997. 
Incredibly, almost one quarter of the total 
sales for this 17-year period were recorded 
in 1990 alone, at the peak of the Japanese 

economic bubble, when a combined 1,035 
cars were delivered. Cornes & Co, the 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley official importer 
and distributor at the time, delivered 
about 600 of these, with grey imports 
accounting for the remainder, reflecting 
the abundant wealth and demand for 
luxury goods at the time. 

While there are fewer Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley cars from the 1980s and 1990s 
in regular use, Japan boasts a number 
of prominent collectors and a diverse 
group of enthusiastic owners. The RREC 
Japan section is one of a number of clubs 
which cater to the country’s enthusiasts 

and among the SZ owning members are 
Mark and Mariko Yuasa and Shigeki Nasu, 
respective owners of the Turbo R and Silver 
Spur shown at the start of this feature.

The Yuasa’s Turbo R (TCH57013) is one 
of the first 1996 model year SWB cars 
but was delivered new to them in January 
1998, after having been ordered by 
Cornes & Co and spending some time as 
a showroom display car. It is racing green 
with tan leather and has a Speed Nymph 
mascot from the Louis Lejeune 1930s 
Collection fitted for special occasions.

Nasu’s 1998 Silver Spur (WCX66001) 
is black emerald and shares garage space 

with a 1996 Turbo RL and two 
1996 Silver Spurs. Delivered in 
September 1997, WCX66001 
was owned by the chairman 
of Cornes & Co from new, 
and is the first of 85 
examples of the 1998 
model year cars  
with blue lettering  
on the badges. 

I often carry a 
camera and photograph 
the cars I see during daily 
life in Tokyo – a selection 
is shown above.

Special thanks to Caesar Trading (Norio 
Miyamoto), Mark and Mariko Yuasa,  
Shigeki Nasu, Wakui Museum and Marinus 
Rijkers for their help with this feature

35 42 51 71 80
15

5
29

2
37

9
61

0
10

35
60

9
23

7
18

1
18

2
17

8
15

6
12

7

CO
M

BI
N

ED
 R

O
LL

S-
RO

YC
E 

AN
D

 B
EN

TL
EY

 
N

EW
 C

AR
 S

AL
ES

 IN
 JA

PA
N

19
81

19
82

19
83

19
84

19
85

19
86

19
87

19
88

19
89

19
90

19
91

19
92

19
93

19
94

19
95

19
96

19
97



SUMMER 2015 • Issue 2   99

THE SPIRIT THE SPIRIT

Ph
ot

os
 c

ou
rt

es
y 

of
 M

ot
oe

Xo
tic

a 
w

w
w

.m
ot

oe
xo

tic
a.

co
m

00   Issue 2• SUMMER 2015 THE MAGAZINE OF THE ROLLS-ROYCE ENTHUSIASTS’ CLUB SZ REGISTER

Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh (1931 to 1990), 
also known as Osho, was an Indian mystic, 
guru and spiritual teacher. He was a 
controversial professor of philosophy, who 
became a well-known spiritual teacher 
who offered meditation, therapies and 
advocated a more open attitude towards 
sexuality. By the late 1970s, tensions were 
mounting with the Indian government 
and the local society and, on 1 June 
1981, Rajneesh relocated to the United 
States, where his followers established an 
international community, later known as 
Rajneeshpuram, near Antelope, Oregon. 

Almost immediately, the commune’s 
leadership became embroiled in conflicts 
with local residents, which were marked 
by hostility on both sides. The Oregon 
commune collapsed in 1985 when 
Rajneesh admitted that the leadership 
had committed a number of crimes, 
including poisoning 751 people in four 
restaurants in The Dalles. He was arrested 
and deported from the United States on 
28 October 1985.

The movement of the Bhagwan 
(which means ‘the blessed one’) grew 
to about 500,000 disciples worldwide. 
The Rajneeshees were predominantly 
college educated white professionals from 
affluent backgrounds, aged in their 30s. 
Most were from the US and Europe.

Rajneesh gained notoriety for his 
collection of Rolls-Royce cars, probably 
totalling 96 vehicles. This made him the 
largest single owner in the world at that 
time and his followers planned to expand 
his collection to 365 – a Rolls-Royce for 
every day of the year. Rajneesh used the 
cars to tour the 64,229 acre ranch, where 
most of the residents stood by the side of 
the road during his slow, daily drives.

The $7 million fleet of Rolls-Royces 
was generally claimed to comprise gifts 
to Rajneesh but was actually owned by 

a trust not registered to do business in 
Oregon. The fleet was used to generate 
income – some disciples took high-priced 
leases on the cars while others were 
offered as raffle prizes. But the winners do 
not appear to have taken delivery of their 
cars. On at least three occasions the cars 
were offered as collateral for loans.

Statements by sect officials suggest 
that the Rajneeshees who leased the cars 
did not get to use them. The cars were 
driven almost exclusively by Rajneesh and 
the West German mechanic who worked 
full time in the Rolls-Royce maintenance 
garage. The commune maintained its own 
service centre and a Rolls-Royce engineer 
periodically paid a visit to trouble-shoot.
 • With thanks to Andy Hurfurt for helping 
to identify the Bhagwan cars.

Marinus Rijkers follows the trail from Paulerspury to Oregon, in search of 

the 86 or more Rolls-Royces of the Rajneeshpuram commune that made 

its leader the single largest owner of such cars in the world in the 1980s

This 1984 Rolls-Royce Silver Spur (ECX09102 ) is a good example of one of the Rajneesh 
fleet that received a striking, non-standard finish. No evidence has been found that 
such colour deviations were applied at the factory when the cars were built. Ordered on 
11 November 1983, it was delivered on 12 June 1984 in two-tone Horse Chestnut over 
Redwood with a tan Everflex roof, tan leather, double tan finelines and Deep Fawn carpets

Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh (Osho),  
The last Testament, volume 2, chapter 10

THIS STORY DEALS WITH 86  
OF THE BHAGWAN’S CARS. 
Other publications have stated 
totals of 74, 93 and 96 cars, but I 
have dealt only with the 86 cars 
I was able to identify in The Hunt 
House archives. For example, in 
one well-known picture Rajneesh 
is shown in front of a 1985 Silver 
Spur stretched limo. This car and 
some others are not part of this 
article since they couldn’t be 
identified and hence could not be 
investigated. If anyone has more 
information about these cars, I 
would be happy to continue this 
story in a future issue of The Spirit.

“I have tried all 
kinds of cars.  
It was just a 
coincidence that  
one of the models 
of Rolls-Royce,  
           the Silver  
          Spur,  
         suited me.” 

THE MAGAZINE OF THE ROLLS-ROYCE ENTHUSIASTS’ CLUB SZ REGISTER
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86 Rajneesh Rolls-Royces identified – continued on page 103                    © Marinus Rijkers

VIN Type Model Order Production Delivery
  Year Date Start Date Date

LRK36856 Silver Wraith II 1979   23-11-1979

LRK38480 Silver Wraith II 1979 12-3-1979 15-5-1979 24-2-1981

JRL50759 Camargue 1980 17-4-1980 26-8-1980 8-7-1981

BCX01956 Camargue 1981 11-4-1980 4-11-1980 19-8-1981

BCX02124 Camargue 1981 29-4-1980 25-11-1980 11-12-1981

BCX02389 Silver Spirit 1981 12-12-1980 6-1-1981 2-2-1982

BCX03907 Silver Spur 1981 8-5-1981 29-6-1981 11-3-1982

CCX04066 Silver Spur 1982 10-7-1981 19-8-1981 11-3-1982

CCX04074 Silver Spur 1982 10-7-1981 19-8-1981 30-6-1982

CCX04077 Silver Spur 1982 10-7-1981 19-8-1981 4-3-1982

CCX04128 Silver Spur 1982 10-7-1981 4-8-1981 4-3-1982

CCX04132 Silver Spur 1982 10-7-1981 4-8-1981 27-4-1982

CCX04141 Silver Spur 1982 10-7-1981 4-8-1981 18-6-1982

CCX04197 Silver Spur 1982 10-7-1981 11-8-1981 30-6-1982

CCX04200 Silver Spur 1982 16-7-1981 11-8-1981 13-6-1983

CCX04214 Silver Spur 1982 16-7-1981 11-8-1981 11-3-1982

CCX04468 Silver Spur 1982  22-9-1981 13-6-1983

CCX04558 Silver Spur 1982 25-9-1981 30-9-1981 8-4-1982

CCX04614 Silver Spur 1982 16-7-1981 7-10-1981 18-6-1982

CCX04764 Silver Spur 1982 16-7-1981 27-10-1981 8-4-1982

CCX04765 Silver Spur 1982 9-10-1981 27-10-1981 30-6-1982

CCX05018 Silver Spur 1982 13-10-1981 17-11-1981 30-6-1982

CCX05248 Silver Spur 1982 10-12-1981 15-12-1981 30-6-1982

CCX05368 Silver Spur 1982 10-12-1981 22-12-1981 31-12-1982

CCX05438 Silver Spur 1982 10-12-1981 5-1-1982 9-11-1983

CCX05446 Silver Spur 1982 21-12-1981 5-1-1982 24-10-1983

CCX05477 Silver Spur 1982  12-1-1982 18-10-1983

CCX05618 Silver Spur 1982 5-11-1981 1-2-1982 22-10-1982

CCX05763 Silver Spur 1982 4-1-1982 9-2-1982 26-4-1983

CCX05867 Silver Spur 1982 13-1-1982 10-3-1982 15-3-1983

CCX06014 Silver Spur 1982 24-2-1982 9-3-1982 10-10-1983

CCX06020 Silver Spur 1982 25-2-1982 9-3-1982 26-11-1982

CCX06021 Silver Spur 1982 24-2-1982 9-3-1982 24-10-1983

CCX06170 Silver Spur 1982 1-3-1982 30-3-1982 12-12-1982

CCX06240 Silver Spur 1982 26-2-1982 6-4-1982 8-12-1982

DCX07372 Silver Spur 1983 21-5-1982 13-11-1982 30-6-1983

DCX07629 Silver Spur 1983 21-1-1983 25-1-1983 

DCX07713 Silver Spur 1983 4-2-1983 16-2-1983 

DCX08027 Silver Spur 1983   6-9-1983

DCX08048 Silver Spur 1983   27-12-1983

ECX08375 Silver Spur 1984 6-6-1983 14-6-1983 9-12-1983

ECX08580 Silver Spur 1984 4-8-1983 8-8-1983 8-2-1984

ECX08617 Silver Spur 1984 4-8-1983 16-8-1983 4-11-1984

 THE SILVER WRAITHS
While still based in his Shree Rajneesh 
Ashram in Poona, India, Rajneesh took 
delivery of his first Rolls-Royce, an Acrylic 
White Silver Wraith II (LRK36856) with 
a dark blue Everflex roof. The car was 
delivered on 23 November 1979 by 
Rolls-Royce of Beverly Hills to Sheila (sic) 
Silverman of Chidvilas Inc. in the USA. 
Sheela Silverman was the guru’s personal 
secretary, chief of staff and president of 
his church; and Chidvilas was the RajnSesh 
Meditation Centre in New Jersey. She 
brought the car to the Ashram in India.

His second Rolls-Royce was another 
1979 Silver Wraith II (LRK38480), 
again in Acrylic White with dark blue 
Everflex. Sheela Silverman took delivery 
of this $82,500 car from Rolls-Royce 
of Beverly Hills on 8 July 1980. On 10 
July she signed a ‘level five protection’ 
armouring contract for the car. At a cost 
of $220,000 the car was lengthened and 
bulletproofing was installed by Protective 
Materials International of Miami Lakes, 
Florida. After delivery of the $300,000 
bomb and bullet proof car with sealed 
windows, multiple alarms, oil and tear 
gas dispensers and gun ports, the interior 
was refurbished by nine ‘disciples’. In two 
weeks they rewired the car, fitted dual 
electrical systems and an outside speaker, 
installed wood panelling, re-upholstered 
the seats with red velour and hand-
worked gold buttons. The car was later 
repainted dark green over light green. 

 
 THE CAMARGUES
The Rajneesh movement is believed to 
have purchased four Camargues, but I 
have been able to identify only three. 
These were ordered on three different 
days in April 1980. They were finished in 
Georgian Silver with Nuella Dark Blue 
hide, Richmond Blue with Nuella Stone 
hide, and Crown with Nuella Tan hide. 
They were delivered in summer 1981. The 
price for the first Camargue was £46,476, 
and the other two were £47,377 each. 
Extra cost options included leather trim 
above and below the dashboard.

 
 COLOUR SCHEMES
The Rajneesh cars are well-known for their 
striking paintwork. In the production files 
there is no evidence that any of these 
psychedelic colours were ordered from the 
factory. It is striking that almost all the 
cars were ordered with different colour 
schemes. However, two Silver Spurs were 
ordered with black paint, leather, Everflex 
and carpets with gold finelines. And two 
cars were specified in Georgian Silver, 
with grey Everflex, red leather, double red 
finelines and Cherry Red carpets. 

The most frequently specified paint 
colours were Acrylic White (nine 
times) and Georgian Silver (ten times). 
Additionally, Georgian Silver was ordered 
three times as part of a two-tone colour 
scheme. The next most popular colour 

was Oyster. Three cars were ordered in 
Light Oyster, two in Dark Oyster and six 
cars in Light over Dark Oyster.

 
 EVERFLEX AND HIDES
An Everflex roof was a standard feature 
of the Silver Spur. Yet four Rajneesh Spurs 
(and the single Silver Spirit) were ordered 
with a painted roof. The most popular 
colours for Everflex were black (17 times), 
beige (14 times) and tan (11 times).

Leather was generally a shade of brown. 
The most popular colour was beige (14 
times), followed by tan (11 times) and 
dark brown (8 times).

For the carpets, Cumberland Stone was 
the top choice (20 cars), followed by Deep 
Fawn (11), Grey (11), Dark Blue (10) and 
Cherry Red (10).

 
 EXTRA FEATURES
None of the 80 Silver Spurs had a division 
and few had any extra cost options. 
However, all the cars (the Silver Spirit and 
Camargues included) were specified - at 
an extra cost of £189 - with “the top 
roll and integral side cheeks, knee roll, 
underdash trim and radio surround to be 
trimmed in hide; no Marvelon”. After the 
first 16 Silver Spurs were specified in this 
way, a rear parcel shelf also trimmed in 
hide was added. And from January 1984, 
by which time 50 Silver Spurs had already 
been ordered, the steering wheel was 
trimmed in hide on every car, bringing the 
additional cost to £313.

A few cars were ordered with darker 
woodwork. Non standard hide was 
specified four times (Copper Brown, 

This 1982 Silver Spur (CCX04764) was the 
14th car destined for Rajneesh. For sale 
at www.theblackkimonorollsroyce.com, 
the paintwork was inspired by the Kimono 
patterns of Itchiku Kubota in the book 
‘Opulence’. The colour scheme was based 
on the kimonos themselves and transparent 
acrylic colours overlap base-tinted hue, to  
produce an effect similar to that of light 
passing through silkPh

ot
os

 c
ou

rt
es

y 
of

 w
w

w
.th

eb
la

ck
ki

m
on

o.
co

m



SUMMER 2015 • Issue 2   103THE MAGAZINE OF THE ROLLS-ROYCE ENTHUSIASTS’ CLUB SZ REGISTER

THE SPIRIT THE SPIRIT

102   Issue 2• SUMMER 2015 THE MAGAZINE OF THE ROLLS-ROYCE ENTHUSIASTS’ CLUB SZ REGISTER

86 Rajneesh Rolls-Royces identified                                                               © Marinus Rijkers

VIN Type Model Order Production Delivery
  Year Date Start Date Date

ECX08629 Silver Spur 1984  16-8-1983 7-9-1984

ECX08661 Silver Spur 1984  23-8-1983 27-10-1984

ECX08711 Silver Spur 1984 29-8-1983 30-8-1983 15-4-1984

ECX08737 Silver Spur 1984 6-9-1983 13-9-1983 16-3-1984

ECX09017 Silver Spur 1984 8-11-1983 13-12-1983 5-11-1984

ECX09084 Silver Spur 1984 8-11-1983 9-1-1984 24-11-1984

ECX09095 Silver Spur 1984 8-11-1983 10-1-1984 23-11-1984

ECX09098 Silver Spur 1984 8-11-1983 10-1-1984 27-10-1984

ECX09102 Silver Spur 1984 8-11-1983 10-1-1984 12-6-1984

ECX09112 Silver Spur 1984 8-11-1983 10-1-1984 12-6-1984

ECX09115 Silver Spur 1984 8-11-1983 10-1-1984 22-6-1984

ECX09130 Silver Spur 1984 8-11-1983 16-1-1984 4-11-1984

ECX09146 Silver Spur 1984 30-12-1983 16-1-1984 23-11-1984

ECX09382 Silver Spur 1984 26-1-1984 21-2-1984 24-11-1984

ECX09389 Silver Spur 1984 26-1-1984 21-2-1984 24-11-1984

ECX09609 Silver Spur 1984 7-3-1984 27-3-1984 13-9-1984

ECX09648 Silver Spur 1984 7-3-1984 3-4-1984 13-9-1984

ECX09732 Silver Spur 1984 11-4-1984 17-4-1984 5-9-1984

ECX09787 Silver Spur 1984 12-4-1984 24-4-1984 13-9-1984

ECX09809 Silver Spur 1984 12-4-1984 30-4-1984 27-10-1984

ECX09810 Silver Spur 1984 12-4-1984 30-4-1984 10-12-1984

ECX09925 Silver Spur 1984 3-5-1984 15-5-1984 10-11-1984

ECX09935 Silver Spur 1984 4-5-1984 15-5-1984 1-12-1984

ECX09972 Silver Spur 1984 4-5-1984 21-5-1984 24-11-1984

ECX10003 Silver Spur 1984 4-5-1984 4-6-1984 10-12-1984

ECX10005 Silver Spur 1984 4-5-1984 4-6-1984 5-12-1984

ECX10016 Silver Spur 1984 4-5-1984 4-6-1984 10-11-1984

ECX10018 Silver Spur 1984 4-5-1984 5-6-1984 10-11-1984

ECX10021 Silver Spur 1984 4-5-1984 5-6-1984 10-11-1984

FCX12185 Silver Spur 1985 31-7-1984 1-8-1984 9-2-1985

FCX12215 Silver Spur 1985 6-8-1984 7-8-1984 29-1-1985

FCX12256 Silver Spur 1985 8-8-1984 21-8-1984 31-1-1985

FCX12379 Silver Spur 1985 14-8-1984 17-9-1984 13-4-1985

FCX12450 Silver Spur 1985 21-9-1984 2-10-1984 27-4-1985

FCX12601 Silver Spur 1985 16-10-1984 23-10-1984 18-3-1985

FCX12679 Silver Spur 1985 18-10-1984 5-11-1984 13-4-1985

FCX12684 Silver Spur 1985 18-10-1984 5-11-1984 27-4-1985

FCX12867 Silver Spur 1985 7-11-1984 3-12-1984 25-5-1985

FCX13012 Silver Spur 1985 3-12-1984 8-1-1985 22-10-1985

FCX13101 Silver Spur 1985 19-12-1984 15-1-1985 29-6-1985

FCX13193 Silver Spur 1985 10-1-1985 28-1-1985 29-6-1985

FCX13687 Silver Spur 1985 25-3-1985 10-4-1985 14-9-1985

FCX13720 Silver Spur 1985 27-3-1985 15-4-1985 30-8-1985

Dark Brown and twice in Magnolia). Non 
standard paint was specified 12 times 
(Dove Grey, Vandyke Brown, twice in 
Ebony, Tudor Red, Royal Blue, Silver Sand, 
Silver Sand over Nutmeg, Silver Sand over 
Walnut, Porcelain White over Walnut, 
Willow Gold over Dark Olive and Walnut 
over Masons Black).

 
 PRICES AND INVOICES
Invoices were issued about four 
months after the New Car Orders were 
acknowledged and about six months 
before the cars were delivered. The 
invoices found in the files at The Hunt 
House were all in sterling. The first Silver 
Spur was a model year 1981 car that cost 
£30,702 (not including the options and 
shipping). The next nine Silver Spurs had a 

model year 1982 chassis number but the 
invoices were dated in 1981; these cars 
cost £38,782 (an increase of 26%). The 
next 19 model year 1982 cars were ‘only’ 
£37,223, all invoices being issued in 1982. 
The five model year 1993 Silver Spurs 
were £37,482 each and all the invoices 
were sent out in 1983.

The prices for model year 1984 
increased by 13.6% and these cars cost 
£42,579 each. Seven invoices were 
received between October 1983 and 
January 1984. The next 25 Silver Spurs 
from model year 1984 were £100 cheaper; 
the invoices were sent from March 1984 
to September 1984. Another price rise 
(7%) was introduced for model year 1985 
and the price of each Silver Spur was by 
then £45,540. Invoices for 10 cars were 

sent between October 1984 and February 
1985. After that, the price of the Silver 
Spurs once again fell by £100 and the last 
four of these 80 Silver Spurs were invoiced 
between March and June 1985.

 
 PURCHASE
The three Camargues were ordered in 
April 1980 and the Silver Spirit was 
ordered on 12 December 1980, the day 
after Rajneesh’s 49th birthday. Orders for 
the Silver Spurs began on 8 May 1981. The 
second Silver Spur order was placed on 10 
July 1981 when seven cars were ordered 
in one day, four at one dealer and three 
at another. Six days later, on 16 July 1981, 
another four Silver Spurs were ordered. A 
day before Rajneesh’s 50th birthday, on 
10 December 1981 three Silver Spurs were 

ordered. Two other big order days were 8 
November 1983 when eight Silver Spurs 
were ordered at eight different dealers, 
and 4 May 1984 when seven Silver Spurs 
were ordered at seven different dealers.

 
 DELIVERY
The three Camargues were delivered in 
1981, about 16 months after ordering. 
For the Silver Spurs, 10 to 11 months was 
the average delivery time. The seven cars 
that were ordered on 10 July 1981 were 
delivered from March to June 1982, the 
first one on 4 March 1982. 

Another important delivery date 
was 30 June 1982 when five cars were 
received in one day. In November 1984 an 
astonishing 13 Silver Spurs were delivered 
and in the last four months of 1984 a 
total of 25 Silver Spurs were added to the 
fleet. The Warranty Acknowledgments 
were signed by at least 23 different 
people. No signature can be related to 
Rajneesh himself.

 
 OWNERSHIP
Starting in October 1981, the Rolls-Royce 
cars were owned by Rajneesh Investment 
Corp, Antelope, Oregon 97001 – this 
was the profit-making arm of Rajneesh 
Foundation International. Then, all the 
cars delivered from June 1983 onwards 
became the property of Rajneesh Modern 
Car Collection Trust. This trust, created in 
1982 to meet the guru’s personal needs, 
also took over all responsibilities for the 
entire fleet. 

 DEALERS
Dealership of the cars is not always 
clear. Sometimes three dealers were 
involved with the ordering, invoicing and 
guaranteeing of a single car. Overall, 
we have counted 33 dealers that were 
involved in the treatment of these 81 
Silver Spurs and one Silver Spirit. But other 
sources note that only 15 dealerships 
were involved. The most active dealers 
were Monte Shelton Motor Co., Portland, 
Oregon (13 cars, including Camargues) 
and Gregg Motors Rolls-Royce (11 cars).

 WHAT BECAME OF THE RAJNEESH ROLLS-ROYCES
Shortly after Rajneeshpuram’s collapse, in November 1985, 
83 of Rajneesh’s Rolls-Royces were purchased by Texas car 
dealer Robert Roethlisberger, the co-owner of European Auto 
Group. He paid more that $5 milion cash for them. A dozen 
trucks struggled through heavy snow to pick up the cars at 
Rajneeshpuram, the Oregon commune, for their journey to 
Texas at a cost of $200,000. Roethlisberger at first planned to 
sell the cars at an auction in February 1986, but later changed 
his plans due to what he termed heavy demand for individual 
sales. When Roethlisberger died of cancer, in April 1986, 43 cars 
had been sold at prices ranging from $65,000 to $100,000.
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Long division
The numbers relating to Georg Dellantonio’s Spur Division (VCH80504) 

are all big ones – the car is approaching 19 feet long, it weighs more 

than two and a half tons and cost nearly a  

quarter of a million pounds new

All photographs by Georg Dellantonio – BZ – Italy

 
ROLLS-ROYCE SILVER SPUR DIVISION AT A GLANCE

There were 38 Silver Spur Divisions built 
at Crewe between model years 1997 and 
1999. Destined mainly for the Middle East 
and Far East, especially Hong Kong and 
Japan, there was an almost equal split 
between LHD (18) and RHD cars (20) – 
with 20 non-division cars using the same 
14-inch stretch built in 1998.

Silver Spur Divisions have a light 
pressure turbo engine and the front 

compartment is similar to that of other 
Silver Spurs.

Behind the front seats, however, 
much of the 14-inch centre section 
is used to accommodate the division 
housing three fold-down tables (the 
centre table opens to reveal a mirrored 
storage compartment with concealed 
illumination) and additional roof lighting. 
A hinged panel beneath the centre table 

contains the rear audio system and the 
controls for the separate air-con; four 
vents are set into the veneered rail on 
either side of the silver clock. Switches to 
raise and lower the glass divider are fitted 
to the rear doors next to the ash trays.

Cocktail requisites, silk headlining and 
curtains, bespoke veneers, a video system 
and additional telephones were available 
as options.
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Leaking front caliper seals

As it should be, what the rear callipers 
look like after a rebuild

What is so notable about this SZ wheel 
nut? For one thing, the direction of the 
thread to loosen it runs clockwise, the 
opposite of a conventional nut. 
Keeping in line with the 
tradition of central 
wheel spanners, 
the engineers at 
Crewe specified 
a lefthand thread 
for the wheel nuts 
on the left side of 
their cars. The idea 
being that the nuts 
will not loosen with the 
rotation of a moving wheel.

A mnemonic that used to be 
taught at the old Rolls-Royce driver 
school is that that R-R also stands for 
“Remove to the Rear”, meaning that an 
upwards pointing spanner should be 
turned to the rear of the car to unbolt a 
wheel nut. Many mechanics in high street 

tyre outlets are 
not aware of this. 
They seem to be 
in a hurry most of 
the time and just 
set their powerful 
impact wrenches 
to ‘full steam 
ahead’ mode if 
a bolt does not 

During the production run of the SZ 
series of cars, the factory used two types 
of General Motors gearbox; the TH400 
(3L80) and, from chassis number 44001 
onwards, its close relative the 4L80E. 

The 4L80E can be thought of as a 
TH400 with an overdrive, electronic 
valvebody and lock-up torque converter. 
Both are excellent transmissions. Many 
experts consider the TH400 to be the best 
automatic gearbox ever produced from 
the standpoint of pure strength, longevity 
and shift quality, so it was an obvious 
choice for the best car in the world.

The gear box case was shared at various 
times between Rolls-Royce, Bentley, 
Jaguar and Aston Martin, while the ‘inner 
organs’ are standard General Motors 
parts. This means that a standard filter, 
rebuild kits and torque converters can be 
used to service these units.

One of the biggest technical advances introduced with the SZ series of cars was 
the use of Liquide Hydraulique Minéral (LHM) mineral oil (first used on the 1979 
Corniche and Camargue) instead of Castrol’s RR363 for the brake and suspension 
levelling system. While original RR363 has been in short supply at times (and has 
only been made available again recently at a ridiculous price) LHMplus is widely 
available thanks to its use in Citroën cars.

While LHM is excellent at reducing wear and oxidation in the brake system, it 
seems to be a bit more aggressive on rubber parts compared with the traditional 
glycol based brake fluid. A regular check of the seals on the brake callipers is good 
practice. Most of the time, leaks will start very slowly and if caught on time, the 
brake pads will not have to be replaced, so it pays off to check these parts regularly.

Rubber replacement parts intended for glycol-based brake systems should not be 
used on LHM cars under any circumstances. The requirements are totally different 
and rubber parts designed for RR363 or Dot3/4 will turn to a jelly-like state in a very 
short time if they come in contact with mineral oil.

To replace the low pressure feed and return lines, any reinforced hose suitable for 
mineral oil can be used. Any dealer specialising in hydraulics will sell it by the metre.

It is normal to see a slight trace of LHM on the edges of the underside aluminium 
shield of the brake system’s rat trap*. This is because the brake system distribution 
valves have no rubber seals in the design. The pistons and barrels are match ground 
and there is an allowable leakage spec. It is not a bad idea, however, to wipe this area 
clean before a technical inspection such as an MOT.
*‘Rat trap’ is Rolls-Royce factory slang for the brake valve assembly situated under the 
driver’s floorboard

SZ Register technical consultant Daniel Diewerge looks at some of the 

issues facing a typical owner and offers advice on how to tackle them

come loose. The result can 
be seen on the picture 
below left. The nut and 
the stud both had to be 

replaced.
 SZ wheel nuts are 

beautifully machined little 
works of art and they are made 

out of brass, a relatively soft metal. To 
tighten them correctly, the wheel nuts 
require a torque value of only 65Nm . 
Many people are tempted to apply more 
pressure than this, thinking it will attach 
the wheel more securely, but it is very 
important to respect the low figure.

Over-tightening will distort the seating 
cone of the wheel nut. This will reduce 
the inner diameter of the cone and may 
even emboss a thread pattern where an 
undamaged nut shows a smooth bore 
(see picture above). Such a damaged 
nut is awkward to thread on a stud. 
Unfortunately this type of damage is 
very common, even on otherwise well 
maintained cars.

The TH400 can use any standard filter 
kit. For the 4L80, a filter kit suitable for 
1991-96 non-deep pan applications will 
work fine.

General Motors develops and licenses 
its own specifications for ATF (Automatic 
Transmission Fluid) to oil manufacturers 
under the brand name Dexron.

When the SZ cars were current models, 
Dexron II and later Dexron III were the 
specified GM fluids. 

While Dexron II and III pattern type 
fluids are still widely available, GM 
does not license these specifications to 
oil manufacturers any longer and now 
supports only Dexron VI fluid for use in its 
transmissions. 

Dexron VI is a synthetic fluid and, 
according to GM, it is fully compatible 
both with the TH400 and the 4L80E 
automatic transmissions.

A damaged, over 
tightened wheel nut 
on the left compared 
with a good one on 
the right

The destructive 
result of an impact 
wrench. The nut and 
the stud both had to 
be replaced

SZ GEARBOX 

WHEEL NUTS 

TECHNICAL CORNER

LHM PLUS 
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TECHNICAL CORNER

Transmission dipsticks are no longer a 
feature of most newer cars. This might 
explain why so many professionals appear 
not to know how to measure the fluid 
level on an older automatic transmission.

If the level is measured with the engine 
switched off, the fluid on a properly filled 
automatic transmission will be way over 
the ‘full’ mark on the dipstick. Worse, 
even a transmission that is drastically 
under-filled will show a satisfactory level 
on the dipstick. A low level of automatic 
transmission fluid (ATF) will lead to 
retarded engagement of drive and later 
and harder shifts while driving. In time, it 
will damage the transmission.

The correct way to check the fluid is 
with the engine and transmission fully 
warmed up, the engine running and the 
selector in ‘park’. The transmission dipstick 
is beneath the wiper linkage cover, which 
must be removed to gain access.

The difference between the high and 
low mark is about one litre. To check 
the condition of the fluid, the end of the 
dipstick should be dragged over a clean 
piece of kitchen paper. The colour should 
be light pink but a slight trace of greyish 
‘dust’ on the paper is acceptable. The 
olfactory test is just as important, any 
burnt smell indicates the need to change 
the oil and may suggest a worn gearbox.

MEASURING AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION FLUID 

Good Still okay Bad

Oil soaked and worn parking brake pad 
compared to a new one. No wonder this 
Spirit’s parking brake left a bit to be desired

For the average enthusiast with regular hand tools, a fluid drain and filter change on 
the GM TH400 and 4L80E transmissions is no problem. The downside is that only 
about 30 to 40 per cent of the fluid can be drained from the transmission by using 
the ‘classic’ method of unbolting the oil pan. The majority of the old fluid will remain 
in cavities inside the transmission and the torque converter.

Fortunately the transmission cooling lines make it easy to flush and replace 
almost every drop of the fluid. The oil pump in the transmission pushes ATF out of 
the transmission through cooling lines into the transmission cooler and back into 
the transmission. The transmission cooler is integrated into the bottom tank of the 
radiator. By intercepting this cooling line, the entire quantity of the transmission 
fluid can be changed.

Before the flushing process takes place, the transmission fluid in the pan needs to 
be replaced in the usual way by removing the pan, replacing the filter and pan gasket 
and thoroughly cleaning the bottom of the pan before refitting it. The transmission is 
then filled with four to five litres of fresh ATF through the dipstick tube.

To flush the transmission and the cooler, the drain hose should be connected to 
the outlet port of the cooler. To identify this port, the best way is to follow the line 
from the upper (entrance) port found on the righthand side of the transmission 

TRANSMISSION ATF FLUSH 

Contrary to what most people believe 
or might have experienced, a correctly 
maintained parking brake on an SZ is 
actually quite effective. 

The key lies in free moving components, 
a correct and regular adjustment and, of 
course, unworn pads. Motorcycle chain 
grease is an ideal product to lubricate the 

numerous pivoting points. It keeps the 
moving parts well greased, repels water 
and does not attract too much dust  
and dirt.

From time to time, the adjustment 
knobs should be turned fully in and then 
backed out by three to four clicks in order 
to maintain the correct adjustment.

PARKING BRAKE 

Adjustment 
knob

case all the way to the cooler. The cooling outlet line is then detached directly at the 
radiator using a ¾” spanner (picture 1).

On later cars with the plastic radiator tanks, it is preferable to detach the flexible 
return line where it connects to the rigid lines using two 11/16” spanners (picture 2). 
The later radiator tanks are known to become brittle with age and it is a good idea 
not to stress the lower radiator tank at the outlet bung.

At this stage, a tube needs to be connected and secured to the outlet bung on 
early radiators (or the flexible outlet line for later radiators) and the end guided into a 
suitable container (picture 3).

When the engine is started the transmission will immediately pump out old fluid 
into the container. After approximately four litres, the engine should be stopped and 
four litres of fresh fluid added to the transmission via the dipstick tube. A helper can 
be asked to start and stop the engine while you keep a watch on things under the car 
but, since the ATF is pumped out at a relatively slow rate, the operation can be done 
singlehanded. To make the flushing more effective, the transmission can be shifted 
through the range with the engine running and the brakes firmly applied.

This operation needs to be repeated three or four times until clean ATF comes out 
of the hose. The cooler line is then reattached and the fluid topped up as above.

Take care to recheck the fluid level after a test drive with the transmission fluid fully 
warmed up.

1

2

3

Use spray 
grease

Use spray 
grease
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The door cappings of original Silver Spirits were slender straight grain walnut 1  and 
deeper waistrails were introduced in 1985. Straight grain was used for early Bentley 
Eights and a number of Mulsannes were specified with straight grain walnut 2 . 
Crossbanding was introduced in 1985 3 , although not on the dashboard, and this style 
was retained on Bentleys until production finished. Rolls-Royce Silver Spirit IIs added 
a narrow boxwood inlay 4  which was retained by the Silver Spirit III and 1996 models. 
Black lacquer, mahogany and elm veneers were available as an option

Early Bentley dashboard  10  was the same 
as that of the Silver Spirit. A rev counter 
was added to the Turbo R in 1985 and the 
Mulsanne S in 1998 11  when the ancilliary 
dials moved to the centre of the dash. An 
air-bag was added in 1994 (1990 in USA) 
12  when the layout was revised 13 . Final 
dash layout 14  was introduced in 1996

Early Silver Spirit dashboard 5  was similar 
to Silver Shadow II. Digital displays in 

individual apertures 6  from 1985. New 
position for warning lights and ignition 

switch on Silver Spirit II; cut outs for 
digital displays were circular 7  and later 

used for analogue instruments 8 . New 
centre console introduced in 1996 9  

Bentley initially used the same column 
mounted gear selector as Rolls-Royce 15  

This was moved to one side of the centre 
console for the Continental R in 1992 and 

Brooklands and Turbo R in 1993 16 . The 
gear selector  was centred from 1996 17 . 

Sport mode featured on turbo cars  

Bentley and early Rolls-Royce picnic 
tables are crossbanded 18 . Spirit II added a 
boxwood inlay 19 ; a chrome plated catch 
was added later 20 . SZ picnic tables use a 
‘honeycombe’ construction contoured to 
match the curve of the seat backs, making 
them more prone to cracking than earlier 
tables that have a flat profile Vanity mirrors are veneered to match the style of wood trim in the rest of the interior 

Rather like aging a tree by its rings, you can tell a lot about an SZ  

by the style of its wood which became increasingly ornate during the  

19 years the Silver Spirit and its derivatives were in production

1

5

10 11

15

18 19 20

16 17

12 13 14

6 7 8 9

2 3 4

All pictures courtesy Rodd Sala of the Park-Ward Motors Museum and Balmoral (UK)
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Marinus Rijkers presents his 

definitive list of every Rolls-Royce 

and Bentley model of the SZ era 
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ROLLS-ROYCE BODY NUMBER  FIRST LAST FIRST VIN LAST VIN
 STYLE BUILT MODEL YEAR MODEL YEAR

Anniversary Corniche Conv 25 1992 1993 NCX40029 PCH40117
Corniche Conv 994 1982 1987 CCH05037 HCH21668
Corniche II Conv 1226 1986 1989 GCX13162 KCX29289
Corniche III Conv 451 1990 1991 LCH30001 MCX30636
Corniche IV Conv 194 1992 1995 NCX40001 SCH50170
Corniche S Conv 25 1995 1995 SCX50086 SCX50156
Corniche (2000) Conv 329 1999 2002 XCH68001 2CH02037
Corniche Final Series Conv 45 2002 2002 2CX02034 2CH02079
Flying Spur LWB 134 1995 1995 SCX54602 SCX55761

Flying Spur Jack Barclay Special LWB 3 1995 1995 unk unk
Mulliner Spur LWB 71 1990 1991 LCX31347 MCH36065
Park Ward Limousine EWB 49 1996 1999 TCH80205 XCX80258
Silver Dawn LWB 237 1995 1998 SCX54846 WCH66305

Silver Dawn Braman LWB unk 1997 1997 unk unk
Silver Spirit Std saloon 8126 1980 1989 ACH01001 KCH27798
Silver Spirit II Std saloon 1152 1990 1993 LCH31001 PCX46740
Silver Spirit III Std saloon 234 1994 1995 RCH54003 SCH55760
Silver Spirit (1996) Std saloon 145 1996 1997 TCH57003 VCH59368
Silver Spur  LWB 6240 1980 1989 ACH01006 KCX27780
Silver Spur II LWB 1658 1990 1993 LCX31002 PCX46781
Silver Spur III LWB 465 1994 1995 RCH54029 SCX55749
Silver Spur (1996) LWB 802 1996 2000 TCX57001 YCX66587

Silver Spur Cornes DLE LWB 6 1997 1997 VCX60085 VCX60223
Silver Spur Joanna Trading LWB 1 1997 1997 VCX60060 (NA)
Silver Spur Lauderdale Edition LWB 10 1997 1997 VCX59516 VCX59600
Silver Spur Newport Beach LWB 2 1997 1997 VCX60104 VCX60105
Silver Spur Olympian LWB 2 1998 1998 WCH66297 WCH66346
Silver Spur Springfield edition LWB 27 1996 1996 TCX58112 TCX58290

Silver Spur Centenary LWB 1 1985 1985 FCH14000 (NA)
Silver Spur Centenary Replica LWB 25 1985 1985 FCH14001 FCH14025
Silver Spur Armoured EWB 1 1999 1999 XCX80801 (NA)
Silver Spur Division EWB 38 1997 1998 VCH80501 XCX80541
Silver Spur II Touring Limousine EWB 56 1992 1993 NCX80001 PCH80056
Silver Spur III Touring Limousine EWB 36 1994 1995 RCX80101 SCX80137
Silver Spur Touring Limousine EWB 9 1996 1998 TCX80201 WCX80253
Silver Spur Limo. 14-inch stretch EWB 1 1983 1983 DCX08101 (NA)
Silver Spur Limo. 36-inch stretch EWB 37 1982 1987 CCX06019 HCH21650
Silver Spur Limo. 42-inch stretch EWB 63 1985 1988 FCX12813 JCH23441
Silver Spur Limo. 48-inch stretch EWB 3 1997 1998 VCH80401 WCX80403
Silver Spur Non-Division EWB 20 1998 1998 WCH80701 WCH80720

A number of SZ cars are sometimes known by a different name. We have                        listed alternative names as follows… KEY
MODEL NAME ........................................ IS LISTED AS…
Azure Last of Line ...............................................Azure Final Series
Continental convertible .................................Continental
Continental DHC ................................................Continental
Continental R Last of Line ............................Continental R Final Series
Continental R California Edition ..............Continental R Beverly Hills

Turbo R 400 ...........................................................Turbo R Newport Beach
Turbo R James Young Limited Edition ..Turbo R H.R. Owen 
Corniche Anniversary.......................................Anniversary Corniche
Corniche convertible ........................................Corniche
Corniche DHC .......................................................Corniche
Corniche IV Anniversary ................................Anniversary Corniche

Corniche Last of Line ................................................................. Corniche Final Series 
Mulliner Park Ward Silver Spur II Limousine .............. Silver Spur Touring Limousine
Mulliner Park Ward Silver Spur III Limousine ............ Silver Spur Touring Limousine
Mulliner Park Ward Silver Spur Limousine .................. Silver Spur Touring Limousine
Silver Spur II Mulliner Park Ward ....................................... Mulliner Spur
Silver Spur Park Ward (Limousine) ................................... Park Ward Limousine

Conv .............Convertible
EWB ............. Extended wheelbase, (in this case) more than four inches
LWB .............. Long wheelbase, four-inch extra length
Sedanca ....... Sedanca coupé
Std saloon ... Standard saloon
DLE ...............Dealer Limited Edition
RSE ...............Regional Special Edition
(NA) .............Not applicable
unk ................Unknown

Production figures for 
special edition cars 
(which appear indented 
in the column) are 
included in the total for 
the ‘parent’ model 
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BENTLEY BODY NUMBER  FIRST LAST FIRST VIN LAST VIN
 STYLE BUILT MODEL YEAR MODEL YEAR

Azure Conv 1087 1995 2002 SCH50801 2CX01116
Azure California Edition Conv 8 1999 1999 XCX61733 XCX61749
Azure Chatsworth Conv 1 1998 1998 unk unk
Azure Jack Barclay Platinum Conv 10 1997 1997 VCH61083 VCH61170
Azure Symbolic DLE (1998) Conv 6 1998 1998 WCX61675 WCX61684
Azure Symbolic DLE (1999) Conv 4 1999 1999 XCX61805 XCX61814
Azure with Continental T body kit Conv 1 1997 1997 VCH61178 (NA)

Azure Final Series Luxury Conv 3 2003 2003 3CX01190 3CX01195
Azure Final Series Performance Conv 62 2003 2003 3CX01171 3CH01238
Azure Le Mans Conv 4 2001 2002 1CX62659 2CX01043
Azure Mulliner Conv 155 1999 2003 XCX61724 3CX01200

Azure Symbolic DLE (2000) Conv 4 2000 2000 YCX62054 YCX62059
Azure Symbolic DLE (2001) Conv 4 2001 2002 1CX62616 2CX01000

Brooklands Std saloon 1344 1993 1997 PCX46004 VCH60307
Brooklands Indonesian LWB unk 1997 1997 unk unk
Brooklands Trophy edition Std saloon 28 1997 1997 VCX59952 VCX60119

Brooklands LWB LWB 188 1993 1997 PCX46260 VCH60303
Brooklands LWB Division EWB 2 1997 1997 VCX80505 VCH80519
Brooklands R Std saloon 79 1998 1998 WCH66003 WCX66400
Brooklands R Division EWB 1 1998 1998 WCX80536 (NA)
Brooklands R LWB LWB 12 1998 1999 WCH66284 XCX66586
Brooklands R Mulliner LWB 100 1998 1998 WCH66802 WCH66901
Corniche convertible Conv 7 1982 1984 CCH05822 ECH08901
Continental Conv 40 1985 1987 FCH09030 HCH21296
Continental (specs Corniche II) Conv 153 1986 1989 GCX13412 KCH29290
Continental (specs Corniche III) Conv 180 1990 1991 LCX30002 MCH30638
Continental (specs Corniche IV) Conv 73 1992 1995 NCH40002 SCX50167
Continental Turbo Conv 8 1992 1995 NCH40091 SCX50163
Continental R 2d saloon 1292 1992 2003 NCX42001 3CX01874

Continental R Beverly Hills 2d saloon 6 1998 1998 WCX63030 WCX63065
Continental R Chatsworth 2d saloon 6 1997 1998 unk WCH63128
Continental R Concours 2d saloon 11 1995 1996 unk unk
Continental R Cornes DLE 2d saloon 6 1997 1997 VCX53439 VCX53490
Continental R Jack Barclay 2d saloon 10 1996 1996 TCH53073 TCH53168
Continental R Special Edition 2d saloon 10 1998 1998 WCX63080 WCX63090
Continental R Symbolic DLE 2d saloon 1 1998 1998 WCX63137 (NA)

Continental R Final series 2d saloon 11 2003 2003 3CX01864 3CH01876
Continental R Le Mans 2d saloon 46 2001 2002 1CH63546 2CX01780
Continental R Millennium 2d saloon 10 2000 2000 YCX63309 YCX63320
Continental R Mulliner 2d saloon 148 1999 2003 XCX63141 3CH01862

Continental R 420 2d saloon 19 2001 2001 1CX63505 1CX63537
Continental S 2d saloon 39 1995 1995 SCX52332 SCX52451
Continental SC Sedanca 73 1998 2000 WCX65001 YCX65104
Continental SC Mulliner Sedanca 6 1999 2000 XCX65000 YCX65101
Continental T 2d saloon 321 1996 2003 TCH53159 3CX01559

Continental T Chatsworth 2d saloon 2 1998 1998 WCH67059 WCH67082
Continental T North American RSE 2d saloon 14 1998 1998 WCX67017 WCX67034
Continental T Stratton 2d saloon 1 1997 1997 VCH53485 (NA)

Continental T Le Mans 2d saloon 5 2001 2002 1CH67538 2CX01516

BENTLEY BODY NUMBER  FIRST LAST FIRST VIN LAST VIN
 STYLE BUILT MODEL YEAR MODEL YEAR

Continental T Mulliner 2d saloon 23 1999 2002 XCX67107 2CX01525
Eight Std saloon 1734 1984 1992 ECH08862 NCH44562
Mulliner Limousine EWB 1 1999 1999 XCX80259 (NA)
Mulsanne Std saloon 482 1980 1987 ACH01009 HCX21999
Mulsanne L Limousine EWB 2 1985 1986 GCX14767 HCX20470
Mulsanne LWB LWB 47 1981 1987 BCH02485 HCH21373
Mulsanne S Std saloon 909 1988 1992 JCX21058 NCX44588
Mulsanne S LWB LWB 61 1988 1992 JCH22239 NCH44582
Mulsanne Turbo Std saloon 496 1982 1985 CCH04233 FCH14162
Mulsanne Turbo LWB LWB 24 1983 1986 DCH06872 GCX15787
Touring Limousine EWB 1 1994 1994 RCX80105 (NA)
Turbo R Std saloon 4447 1985 1997 FCX12695 VCH60314

Turbo R H.R. Owen Std saloon 6 1996 1996 TCH57392 TCH58050
Turbo R Indonesian LWB 0 1997 1997 (NA) (NA)
Turbo R Newport Beach LWB 2 1997 1997 VCX60129 VCX60130
Turbo R SE Std saloon 12 1996 1996 TCX58085 TCX58172
Turbo R Sport Std saloon 20 1997 1997 unk unk
Turbo R Weybridge & Mead LWB 6 1997 1997 VCH60222 VCH60311

Turbo R LWB LWB 1524 1985 1997 FCH12433 VCH60321
Turbo RT LWB 250 1998 1999 WCX66006 XCX66583

Turbo RT Olympian LWB 4 1998 1998 WCH66376 WCH66418
Turbo RT Mulliner LWB 55 1998 1999 WCX66432 XCX66543
Turbo RT Mulliner SWB Std saloon 1 1998 1998 WCH66717 (NA)
Turbo RT SWB Std saloon 2 1998 1998 WCH66293 WCX66392
Turbo S Std saloon 60 1995 1995 SCH56801 SCH56860

1998 Bentley Turbo RT (WCH66363): Nicholas Burton

1990 Bentley Continental (LCX30112): Jean-Yves Rondeau

1997 Bentley Continental T (VCX53483): Sebastien Besson

1995 Bentley Brooklands (SCH55156): Juergen Buech
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Non-SZ Rolls-Royce and Bentley models built during the SZ era (1980 to 2003)
MODEL BODY FIRST LAST NOTES
 STYLE MODEL YEAR MODEL YEAR

Rolls-Royce Phantom VI EWB 1968 1990 Separate chassis
Bentley Corniche 2d saloon 2d saloon 1971 1980 Not SZ but SY undercarriage (Silver Shadow)
Rolls-Royce Corniche 2d saloon 2d saloon 1971 1980 Not SZ but SY undercarriage (Silver Shadow)
Bentley Corniche convertible Conv 1971 1982 Last SY undercarriage on number BCX03548
Rolls-Royce Corniche convertible Conv 1971 1982 Last SY undercarriage on number CCX05036
Rolls-Royce Camargue 2d saloon 1974 1987 Not SZ but SY undercarriage (Silver Shadow)
Bentley T2 Std saloon 1977 1980 Not SZ but SY undercarriage (Silver Shadow)
Bentley T2 LWB LWB 1977 1980 Not SZ but SY undercarriage (Silver Shadow)
Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow II Std saloon 1977 1980 Not SZ but SY undercarriage (Silver Shadow)
Rolls-Royce Silver Wraith II LWB 1977 1980 Not SZ but SY undercarriage (Silver Shadow)
Bentley Camargue 2d saloon 1985 1985 Not SZ but SY undercarriage (Silver Shadow)
Bentley Arnage Std saloon 1998 1999 Bentley Arnage undercarriage
Rolls-Royce Silver Seraph Std saloon 1998 2002 Silver Seraph undercarriage
Rolls-Royce Silver Seraph Final Series Std saloon 2001 2002 Silver Seraph undercarriage
Bentley Arnage Green label Std saloon 2000 2000 Bentley Arnage undercarriage
Bentley Arnage Red label Park Ward EWB 2000 2000 Bentley Arnage undercarriage
Bentley Arnage 4.4L Birkin Std saloon 2000 2001 Bentley Arnage undercarriage
Rolls-Royce Silver Seraph Park Ward EWB 2000 2002 Silver Seraph undercarriage
Bentley Arnage Red label Std saloon 2000 2002 Bentley Arnage undercarriage
Bentley Arnage Red label LWB LWB 2000 2002 Bentley Arnage undercarriage
Bentley Arnage Le Mans Std saloon 2001 2002 Bentley Arnage undercarriage
Bentley Arnage R Std saloon 2002 2009 Bentley Arnage undercarriage
Bentley Arnage T Std saloon 2002 2009 Bentley Arnage undercarriage
Bentley Arnage RL LWB 2003 2009 Bentley Arnage undercarriage
Bentley Arnage Limousine Mulliner EWB 2003 2009 Bentley Arnage undercarriage
Rolls-Royce Phantom  2004 - Launched in 2003, but all cars MY 2004 onwards
Bentley Continental GT  2004 - Launched in 2003, but all cars MY 2004 onwards

Rolls-Royce and Bentley special editions built during the SZ era (1980 to 2003)
MODEL BODY FIRST LAST NOTES
 STYLE MODEL YEAR MODEL YEAR

Bentley Azure Conv/2d sal 1993 1994 Designed by Robert Jankel Design. Based on Turbo R
Bentley B2 Conv 1994 1996 Modified Continental R
Bentley B3 2d saloon 1994 1995 Modified Continental R
Bentley Buccaneer 2d saloon 1996 1996 Continental R engine
Bentley Camelot Conv 1994 1995 Continental R engine
Bentley Continental R 2d saloon 1993 1995 Modified Continental R
Bentley Dominator SUV 1996 1996 Modified Range Rover, Continental R engine
Bentley Grand Prix 2d saloon 1994 1994 Continental R engine
Bentley Imperial EWB 1995 1995 Stretched Turbo R
Bentley Java 3 body styles 1994 1996 Non-SZ car. BMW 5 chassis, BMW 3.5 litre V8 engine
Bentley Monte Carlo 2d saloon 1995 1995 Continental R engine
Bentley Pegasus 4d sal/estate 1996 1996 Modified Turbo R
Bentley Phoenix Unknown 1995 1996 Continental R engine
Bentley Rapier 4d saloon 1996 1996 Continental R engine
Bentley Silverstone Conv 1994 1995 Continental R engine
Bentley Spectre 3 body styles 1995 1996 Modified Continental R
Bentley Sports estate car Estate 1993 1995 Modified Val d’Isere. Based on Turbo R
Bentley Val d’Isere Estate 1988 1992 Designed by Robert Jankel Design. Based on Turbo R
Rolls-Royce Cloudesque EWB 1995 1997 Next generation Phantom. Silver Spirit III engine
Rolls-Royce Majestic EWB 1995 1995 Designed by Bertone. Flying Spur engine
Rolls-Royce Phantom V EWB 1995 1995 Classic design. Silver Spirit III engine
Rolls-Royce Royale EWB 1995 1997 By Robert Jankel Design. Engine from Flying Spur

Bentley Spectre Bentley Buccaneer

Rolls-Royce Royale

Bentley Arnage T

Rolls-Royce Carmargue

Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow II: Andrew Hague
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Where have all the      Bentleys gone?
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These ‘survival’ figures are taken from 
www.howmanyleft.co.uk – a database 
and search engine of statistics about cars, 
motorcycles and commercial vehicles 
registered in Great Britain. The data is 
based on the ‘Vehicle licensing statistics’ 
data published by the Department for 
Transport, which in turn is extracted from 
the DVLA’s vehicle database.

It is possible that there are some errors  
(especially since quite a lot of the data for 
older vehicles is based on paper records 
that were originally maintained by local 
authorities) and the most common error 
relates to vehicles that don’t have exactly 
the correct model variant recorded on 
their V5 registration document. However, 
the data does provide a good indication 
of the numbers still on the road.

As you would expect, the number of  
SZ cars still in use has declined over the 
past 20 years or so (and a significant 
number appear to have been imported 
back into the UK)  but the survival rate is 
far from uniform.

For example, limited editions such as 
Mulliner and high performance models 
have survived well – these tended to be 
bought by enthusiasts who have cherished 
the cars and driven them sparingly.

At the other extreme, the Bentley Eight  
was second only to the Turbo R in terms of 
numbers produced for the British market 
(738 cars) and yet only 8% (61 cars) 
appear to be still in the UK and on the 
road, now making it one of the rarer SZs. 
It looks as though the Bentley Turbo R has 
suffered a similar fate with only 27% (505 
cars) recorded by DVLA.

And yet the number of Brooklands, 
surely bought by a similar type of 
customer, has hardly declined at all in the 
UK, with a remarkable 92% (498 cars out 
of 540 produced) still having a valid road 
fund licence or being on SORN.

The 1980s and 1990s were prolific times 
for Rolls-Royce and Bentley and around 
35,000 cars based on the Silver Spirit 
were built during this period.

The home market accounted for a 
significant proportion of the company’s 
sales and darker bars in the graph below 
indicate the number of each individual 
model built for Great Britain – red for 
Rolls-Royce and green for Bentley. These 
figures have been derived from factory 
records and documents in The Hunt 
House archive.

The lighter tinted bars indicate the 
number of cars registered with the 
Driver Vehicle and Licensing Agency 
(DVLA) in the United Kingdom and 
covers all vehicles that have a valid road 
fund licence or a Statutory Off Road 
Notification (SORN). 

It is often claimed that more than half of 

all Rolls-Royce motor cars ever built are 

still roadworthy but figures for SZs taxed 

or on SORN in the UK suggest a wide 

variation in survival rates
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CHARLES VYSE
1994 Bentley Continental R
SCH52261 
Business was prospering for A10 CRV’s 
first owner in Autumn 1994 and he 
was ready for a new car; a Bentley. An 
appointment was made with the local 
dealer and so, later that week, he was 
sitting in the sales manager’s office. 

He came straight to the point: “I 
want a dark green Continental R with 
a yellow roof and a matching leather 
interior.” But the factory did not offer 
two tone paint on a Continental R. 

He brushed this information aside 
and continued: “I want chrome alloys 
and a music system with at least 
1000 watts power output.” Another 
interruption from the sales manager… 
chrome alloys were not a Bentley 
option. Would sir consider steel wheels 
that were chromium plated?

“I don’t think you are listening. I 
want a two tone car with my choice of 
wheels. Do you want my business?”

“Of course I do. But the factory does 
not offer those options. And I can get 
our local body shop to re-paint the roof 
in whatever colour you want. And I will 

RICHARD CHARNLEY
1998 Bentley Turbo RT 
WCH66074
This Bentley was supplied new by  
HR Owen on 4 August 1997 to Nick 
Sibley, the boss of Cardale Group. At 
that time Cardale was prospering. It 
supplied more than 40% of all UK 
residential garage doors and by 2008 the 
company had a turnover of £21.2 million. 
The business then floundered and 

DAVID KEFFLER
1996 Bentley Brooklands  
TCH57397
A special order car with Turbo S 
style seats that was used by Jack 
Barclay as their demonstrator for six 
months before being acquired by its 
first owner. Now used for chauffeur 
services, clients have included film 
actor Pierce Brosnan and cricketer 
Freddie Flintoff.

US concours competitors love a good elevator story – something that 

sums up the history of their car in a few lines and takes only a minute  

or two to tell. RREC Annual Rally judges may prefer their entrants to  

be a bit more reserved but a pithy anecdote still speaks volumes about  

the character of your car, where it’s been and the things it has seen
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show you all the wheels that are available 
from an independent wheel specialist.” 

But the customer was not impressed. 
As soon as he got home there followed a 
telephone call to Crewe but the reply was 
more or less the same as before. 

He continued to push. If a bodyshop 
could paint the roof, why couldn’t 
Bentley? Sir didn’t understand. The 
Continental R had not been designed 
for two tone paint. There was no clear 
delineation between the roof and the 
body. Without that, the car just wouldn’t 
look right. But he wasn’t one for giving up. 

“Well I suppose we could do it,” said 
the voice at the other end.“But we would 
have to hand-make a finishing strip to run 
around the roof. “Do it” came the reply.

And so they did. Four months later the 
metallic Sherwood Green Continental R 
was delivered. The interior was stitched 

in magnolia leather and the roof was 
painted in a shade to match. 

A 5mm stainless steel strip separated 
the magnolia roof section from the 
green body panels. Concealed in 
the boot was an audio amplifier of 
prodigious output. And the oversize 
alloys were indeed chromium plated. 

And the cost? The price had risen 
from £180,000 for the ‘standard’ car 
to around £220,000! Bear in mind that 
the average salary in London, at that 
time, was £22,830 per annum.

The car was driven home and parked 
in front of the house. His two teenagers 
asked if they could ‘play’ in the new 
car and had a whale of a time, ‘driving’ 
while the music system blasted out. 
The following day the car would not 
start. The kids had drained the battery. 
But never mind; the drive was situated 
on a slope that led to a gated paddock.

In the paddock was a tractor and 
there was a set of jump leads handy. 
The car silently rolled down the drive 
gaining speed. The five bar gate was 
shut. He braked. Nothing. The kids had 
exhausted all the hydraulic pressure. 
The barrier burst open as the nose of 
the Bentley made contact… and then 
the gate swung back and dealt a further 
blow to the side of the car. Less than 
a week after delivery, the £220,000 
Bentley was back at the factory for 
repairs and a bill for another £6,000.

The final indignity followed three 
years later. Back at his local Bentley 
dealer it was time to order a new car. 
But the Continental R’s two tone colour 
scheme was considered unsaleable and 
would need to be returned to standard. 
I never did learn how much the first 
owner received in part exchange but I 
do know he now drives a metallic blue 
convertible, with yellow leather and a 
matching yellow roof…

The Continental R as it is today,  
returned to standard specification

went into administration in September 
2009. Mr Sibey’s 22-acre 18th-century 
Hertfordshire manor house was put up  
for sale for £6.25 million and was soon 
bought by Harry Potter actor Rupert Grint 
for £5.4 million. 

A subsequent owner of the car  
registered it at a less glamorous address 
in Oxford that had previously been raided 
by police and all its occupants arrested 
because it was being run as a brothel.
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JERZY ZDANKO
1987 Rolls-Royce SIlver Spur
HCH21912  
One of the Silver Spur’s previous 
owners was Thornbury Castle, a 
500-year-old listed building and now 
a 26-room luxury hotel. Building 
work began in 1511 – it was intended 
as a home for Edward Stafford, the 
Duke of Buckingham. The castle 
was almost finished by 1521, when 
the Duke’s distant cousin, Henry 
VIII, accused him of treason, then 
had him beheaded and confiscated 
his castle. And then, 14 years later, 
Henry VIII and Anne Boleyn enjoyed 
a 10-day retreat at Thornbury Castle 
as part of their honeymoon tour.
Although the car was registered to 
the owner, the bills for running it 
were be paid by the Castle itself.

MISS S  WALKER  
AND MR S HALES
1989 Rolls-Royce Silver Spirit
KCH26511 
This beautiful Rolls-Royce Silver Spirit 
has had only one previous lady owner 
who purchased it new for her 70th 
birthday and the car was kept by her 
until her sad demise.

The coachwork is finished in  
two tone blue and has cream leather 
seats edged with blue piping.
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DOUG RYDER
1993 Bentley Brooklands
RCH54284 
Bought new from Powles of Leicester by 
George Adams who was known as the 
‘Sausage King’ of Lincolnshire. He was 
collected from Buckingham Palace in 
the car, then registered GCA 5, after he 
received his OBE. 

Adams was a great car enthusiast 
and came 12th equal in the RAC Rally of 
1953 in a Jaguar.

His son, Mark, inherited 28 cars  
from his father after his death, 
including the Booklands. The car was 
not to Mark’s taste and he soon sold it 
although he admired the quality  

of the workmanship and described the 
craftmanship as ‘superb’. 

When his company, Adams and 
Harlow, opened a new factory, Princess 
Anne was guest of honour and travelled 
in the car to officiate at the opening 
ceremony. The company is now run by 
the granddaughters of the founders and 
manufacture an excellent range of pies!

The next owner was Frederick Edward 
Titmuss of Kettering and the car was 
registered as FET 4V.

The present and third owner of the 
car, Doug Ryder, purchased it with only 
34,000 miles recorded – fully supported 
by documentation. It is now registered 
as L292 WEW.

HANS PORRIO
1986 Rolls-Royce Silver Spirit
GCH14850
Now resident in the Netherlands,  Hans 
Porrio’s pecan Rolls-Royce Silver Spirit 

was first registered to Jack Barclay in 
London and the dealer used the car  
as its official demonstrator – nearly  
30 years later, the distance covered has 
only just crept over 15,000 miles.

 The vehicle has a full Rolls-Royce 
service history up to 2007 and has 
been looked after by Rolls-Royce 
specialists since then.  

Having covered just 84,000 miles 
from new, the car has had more than 
£4,500 of restoration work recently 
carried out on it in order to bring it up 
to its present condition.  

The Silver Spirit still carries its 
original cherished registration number 
of 29 ADA.

STEPHEN RICHARDSON 1992 Bentley Turbo R NCH44448 
This Turbo R was previously owned by Gerry Crampton (1930-2009) – the son of a coach driver who worked as a butcher’s boy 
before becoming a stuntman and appearing in six James Bond films from Dr No in 1962 to The Spy Who Loved Me in 1977. He 
became known as “Mr Mayhem” and did stunts for Raiders of the Lost Ark, Gandhi, The Jewel in the Crown and scores of other 
films. Gerry Crampton is one of only a handful of British stuntmen to be received into the Hollywood Stuntmen’s Hall of Fame. 

Although he was undoubtedly fearless, Crampton was not immune to work related injuries. While making Cromwell he 
fell from his horse and ended up in the London Clinic. On another occassion, while fighting a leopard in Tarzan Goes to India, 

Crampton was chained to a tree. The animal’s claws were supposed to have been 
clipped before it was goaded and released but, when the cameras rolled, Crampton 
was left to defend himself. The leopard’s claws may or may not have been clipped 
but they left scars on his body which he bore for the rest of his life. 

Other accidents left him with a metal plate and screws in one ankle and following 
a motorcycle fall, the petrol cap caught him so hard between the legs that he fainted 
and was rushed to hospital. 

Crampton had a life-long enthusiasm for fast cars and, in addition to his Bentley 
Turbo R, he also owned several Aston Martins, and an E-type Jaguar.

Where to start researching 
the history of your car

Construction records 
The RREC holds extensive records for 
SZ cars. These records generally run to 
more than 50 pages and itemise the car’s 
original specification and trace its journey 
along the production line. The chances are 
that a copy of the original order from the 
supplying dealer will also be included. The 
price for Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ Club, 
Bentley Drivers Club, Sir Henry Royce 
Memorial Foundation and W O Bentley 
Memorial Foundation members is £50 
plus p&p and £60 for non-members; 
contact archives@rrec.org.uk for details or 
to order.

DVLA records 
Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency 
holds records of all UK cars. For £2.50 
you can use Form V888 to request a list 
of previous registered keepers in order to 
research the history of your car, provided 
you can show that the information is to 
be used ‘in a fair and responsible way  
and for the purpose for which it is 
requested.’ DVLA will generally supply 
a summary of names, addresses and 
dates of the previous keepers along 
with photocopies of previous V5 
Vehicle Registration Documents,  V317 
Applications to transfer or retain a vehicle 
registration number and any other 
documents relating to the car.

Service history 
Follow up the dealer stamps in the service 
book. Main dealers are often prepared to 
check their records against the documents 
that came with the car and confirm the 
details of any major work.

Contacting owners 
A search of previous keepers’ addresses 
using Google Maps can provide a 
fascinating insight into where the car has 
been kept and a polite email or letter with 
an SAE to these addresses can often reveal  
more facts, memories and anecdotes.  
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THE SPIRIT

Living with an    addiction
Andrew Hague 

explains what owning 

a Rolls-Royce and a 

Bentley means to him

Fast into the hairpin, brake hard, full lock, 
right foot down and accelerate out of 
the corner. A long day’s drive and the last 
climb over the Alps to St Moritz; the road 
is clear with only a Mercedes in front so I 
fly past and nod to the driver a few inches 
away, he on the left of his car and me on 
the right of mine. At the second hairpin I 
keep the revs up and brake with the left 
foot, clicking the gear into intermediate. 
Four fat Avons bearing two and a half tons 
do not slide on a dry road, they grip. 

The mountain side steepens and only a 
low wall separates the road from a deep 
valley. Into another hairpin and I am sure 
the Flying Lady is fluttering her wings just 
in case. And so we climbed. Around the 

England and get it re-painted. I did not pry 
into his affairs.

The journey back to England was one of 
the quickest I have ever done. The French 
had no speed controls in those days. I 
flew around the Peripherique of Paris and 
the only car that passed me was a British 
registered Ferrari on the way to Calais. A 
year later when I returned the car I was 
heartbroken. I had to buy a Silver Shadow.

Later, a Bentley Continental R was 
added to my collection and the need 
for extra power was satisfied. If some 
consider the Shadow II underpowered, the 
Continental R is more than adequate.

These are more than vehicles, they are 
a statement. Rolls-Royce has become an 
adjective and the Flying Lady is marketing 
genius. She is sexy, cute and never out of 
sight. The Bentley is superb to drive. But in 
the Rolls-Royce you are on display. Often 
the car has made introductions for me. 
People see it and know you are the boss. 

A Bentley is an inspiration to most 
people but to some a Rolls-Royce is 
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corners my Shadow II increased its lead. 
On the straight, the Mercedes was faster; 
less weight, better acceleration, a younger 
car. And maybe the driver knew the road. 

Then the final corner and a long straight 
across the slope to the summit. The Rolls-
Royce gave all she could but the Mercedes 
came past. The top was a plateau between 
mountains and I stopped to take photos. 

When descending, the posture is 
different from climbing. The front wheels 
are everything. There is no second 
chance. Suddenly black skid marks and a 
demolished wall. Surely not! Further down 
I pulled to the side for a police car and 
ambulance screaming upwards. I dared 
not ask questions.

My addiction to Rolls-Royce began in 
1978 in Graz. A friend from childhood had 
bought a Silver Shadow; LWB with divider, 
6.25-litre engine and epicyclic gearbox. 
It had been neglected but it was fast. Its 
original registration had been RHM 1, Rank 
Hovis McDougal – big in flour milling. 
He wanted it out of the way. Take it to 
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provocation. My father was a socialist. In 
the steel works during the war he was a 
union official and always voted Labour. I 
once drove him in the Silver Shadow II to 
my factory and left him for an hour while 
I dealt with office work. I returned to find 
him snoozing in the driver’s seat gazing in 
admiration down the bonnet of a car he 
had always despised. 

Henry Royce was an 
entrepreneur who climbed up 
by genius and hard work. But 
there were many like him in 
other industries. Charles Rolls, 
however, was unique. For a 
man who did not need to work, 
he worked very hard and knew 
how to sell. He established 
Rolls-Royce amongst the 
establishment. He sold cars to men who 
could not and would not drive, who knew 
more about horses and hunting than 
engines and motor cars and who would 
only buy from one of their own kind.

Rolls’ brightest move was to put Claude 
Johnson in charge of sales. Johnson 
clearly understood the shift in society; the 

insecurity of the landed gentry with more 
than half an eye on rising communism 
and fascism, and praying for a return to 
the good times. To be able to buy the best 
from someone who talked like them and 
knew their friends and relations put Rolls-

Royce in a class of its own. 
After Rolls’ death, Johnson banished 

Royce to the south of France as 
much for his brusque personality and 

working class, northern accent as for his 
health. An upper class buyer might want 
to visit the factory, to see the boss and 
share a drink. He believed that Royce was 
best kept away from them. He also had 
domestic problems, so to disappear with a 
nurse he liked was an attractive deal. 

So long as he could design, he was 
happy. He didn’t want to be nice to 
people who looked down their noses at 
him. Henry Royce was the opposite of 
most of his customers.

In the late 1920s, Rolls-Royce was 
spending less on marketing than Bentley. 
The London-Edinburgh reliability runs 

were low cost compared to Bentley going 
to Le Mans and caused a journalist to 
proclaim Rolls-Royce the best car in the 
world, a reputation that was enhanced 
when their engines powered the RAF 
planes in World War II. 

Such reputations remain. The 
Parthenon radiator and Flying Lady still 

provoke resentment amongst those who 
dream of a lottery jackpot. You cannot 
park a Rolls-Royce without worrying that 
it will be vandalised. This is why many 
owners want one; they are making a 
statement. Bentleys, on the other hand, 
exude fun. This is a car the man in the 
street admires. 

The image of Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
overrides their technology. A buyer 
today is not looking only for a means of 
transport. It is part of their career path. 

Opportunities in life do not always 
come in the right order. Buy the car, or get 
married first? Get the car and then it is 
part of you. This will negate the inevitable 
“You love that car more than me,” or 
worse, “You spend more on that car than 
you spend on me.” Accept that no one 
understands you and that the best way to 
prepare for Monday’s board meeting is to 
spend Sunday polishing the car. Caress 
the coachwork and tell yourself that at 
least you did something right, to 
paraphrase a series of Rolls-Royce 

advertisements from the 
1970s. The actual words were 
that you leave the office after a 
bad day and driving home in 
your Rolls-Royce assures you 
that at least you have done 
some things right.

If I turn up at a meeting  
in a car other than the 
 Rolls-Royce or Bentley there 
is an immediate suspicion 

that something is wrong. I can arrive on 
a bicycle, especially if it is my Brompton 
and part of the journey has been by plane 
or train, but to be seen saving a few 
pence in an improper car is not good for 
business when the message is that we 
deal in success. That is what Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley ownership is all about.

If I turn up to a meeting in anything other 

than the Rolls-Royce or Bentley there is 

an immediate suspicion that something is 

wrong. To be seen saving a few pence on an 

improper motor car is not good for business 

Sisters under the skin: Continental R and 
Silver Shadow II are separated by a turbo, 
fuel injection, gearbox, two doors and  
20 years of progress

THE SPIRIT
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The front bumper just touches the switch…

…and the bulb illuminates as a sign to stop

Indicator light

Switch with 
flexible arm

Isolating 
switch

Rubber 
padding 
(carpet 

underlay)

Front 
bumper 

makes contact 
with switch

Parking lights

Having just changed my car from a 1984 
Bentley Mulsanne Turbo to a 1997 Turbo 
RT, I had a small problem – a four inch 
problem to be precise.

The Mulsanne/Turbo R cars were built 
using the ‘standard’ body, but the Turbo 
RT uses the long wheelbase (LWB) version. 
While LWB sounds grand, in reality it 
is only four inches longer, but that was 
enough to give rise to a few difficulties – 
specifically the fit of the car in my garage.

Previously, I could confidently drive 
the Mulsanne into the garage and stop 
as soon as the bumper gently touched 
the back wall. The bumpers on ‘Ben’ were 
steel with a rubber sheath, so this did not 
cause any damage, and by driving the car 

completely into the garage in this way, I 
knew I had nine inches clear at the rear for 
the door to close.

The RT, on the other hand, has 
plastic shrouded bumpers and I am not 
convinced this covering would survive 
being pushed against the wall, however 
gently, without cracking. Halting before 
I reached the wall meant there was 
insufficient room to squeeze behind the 
car while the garage door was closed 
and, if I stopped any sooner, there was 
a significant risk of the powered door 
closing onto the car.

My solution has been to install a 
warning light on the wall of the garage, 
triggered by a flexible limit switch arm. 

The photograph shows the light, the 
switch, and the separate switch in the 
circuit. I am now able to drive slowly 
into the garage until the light comes on 
knowing the car is only just touching 
the rubber padding on the wall, but not 
applying any pressure. The separate 
isolating switch is needed to enable the 
light to be switched off once the car is 
safely positioned. I switch it on again 
when I drive out ready for my return.

The components for this set-up are 
available from any DIY store; anybody 
familiar with electrical wiring, and 
certainly any competent electrician, 
would be able to install a similar system 
in only a short time. 

John Snook’s Mulsanne was a perfect fit in his garage 

but when he bought a Turbo RT there was one small 

problem… the new car was four inches longer SWB = 17ft 4.6in
LWB = 17ft 8.6in

TECHNICAL CORNER

on matters many would live with, such 
as minor oil leaks, but also a replacement 
steering rack and ball joints (probably stiff 
through lack of use) and new Avon tyres. 
She was estimated at £11-13,000; the 
auctioneer looked to raise £7,000 from 
the floor but there were no buyers. 

The other SZ was a 1984 Silver Spur in 
dark oyster over olive with a black Everflex 
roof and magnolia trim. Again, the 
handbook, warranty etc. were present. It 
had been delivered new to the Isle of Man, 
had an impressive stereo and a number 
of invoices. Also in superb order, she was 
sold at £17,000 on the hammer (about 
£19,328 with premium and VAT). 

Recorded Damage
A quick comment on recorded damage: 
following an insurance claim, the category 
of damage is recorded by DVLA and can 
prejudice a vehicle’s ‘salesability’. The 
thing is, a scrape along the side of an early 
Spirit, necessitating panel repair, possible 
replacement and a repaint, can cost more 
than the market value. The damage in no 
way affects the safety of the vehicle, but 
stigmatises it. From time to time these 
vehicles change hands very cheaply, but 
offer great value. If you are tempted, ask  
a competent engineer to inspect it. The 
car may be hard to sell on later, but what 
an opportunity!

Conclusion
There are some very fine motors to be 
bought for sensible money, offering superb 
value and excellent service. They are not 
easy ‘do-it-yourself’ cars, but lots can be 
done if you are willing to learn and they 
are rewarding to drive. Good Hunting!

Rolls Royce and Bentley motorcars are 
built to the highest standard. But their 
reputation for reliability is due not only to 
build quality but also the service schedule 
set by the manufacturer. All servicing is 
pro-active – addressing possible failings 
before they occur. Hence, for example, 
the provision  of a hydraulic service at a 
set mileage or fixed number of years. My 
local dealer allows 42 hours for this job 
on an SZ, undertaken by a factory-trained 
technician. This technician (who is a friend 
of mine) admits it can take even longer. 
Now look at the cost – 42 hours at, say 
£80 per hour, is £3,360 – plus parts and 
VAT. So you need £5,000 or more.

As the cars age and change hands 
such jobs can be neglected. Some fall 
into very poor condition selling for little 
money while others may lie unused for 
long periods and quietly stiffen and sieze. 
Such a fate is nothing new – many Mark 6 
Bentleys with body rot were turned into 
‘specials’ while a lot of Silver Shadows 
were broken up to keep others on the 
road. Auction prices suggest that SZs are 
going along the same route. 

As a result, the quality of the survivors 
is maintained and prices of the best start 
to climb back up. This means there is now 
an opportunity to buy inexpensively and 
enjoy fabulous motoring, as long as one 
chooses well and maintains it properly. 

The first thing is to join the RREC (if 
not already a member) and attend one 
of Steve Lovatt’s excellent technical 
seminars before you buy. The seminar 
will help you understand the variations 
between different models, familiarise 
your with their foibles – and choose your 
preferred specification.

Private sales
It used to be said in the RREC that the 
best cars change hands over tea – you 
soon learn the details of fellow members’ 
cars, what their standards are, how they 
are driven… and you may be around when 
a first class example becomes available. 

The internet and specialist press have 
many cars for sale – but take care. In my 
40+ years with Rolls-Royce cars, I have met 
many honourable people, including traders, 
but also a few unspeakable rogues. If it 
looks too good to be true, it probably is! 

Dealers
There are a number of specialists, some of 
whom deal only in top end cars, offering 
only immaculate vehicles with first class 
provenance. They guard their reputation 
and go through the car in detail before 
offering it for sale. Others carry a wide 
stock and price according to specification 
and condition. They are all worth a visit to 
see a range of  vehicles.

Auction
For the trade and the brave there is the 
auction route. At the H&H Duxford 
auction a while back there were two SZs 
for sale, both Isle of Man registered.

The first was a 1981 Silver Spirit, 
probably the 75th one built. It was 
metallic ice green with beige hide and I 
believe its first registration was PEG 44. It 
was in showroom condition with 42,000 
recorded miles and all documentation 
was present including a service book 
containing 22 stamps. There was also a 
massive sheaf of invoices – although some 
were duplicates. The vehicle had received 
regular attention and the expenditure was 

On the SZ trail
RREC valuation officer Allan Fogg reckons SZ prices have levelled out 

and now is the time to buy – but prepare well before you go shopping
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Trickle treat
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A big thank you to everybody who has already joined the SZ Register 

and sent us pictures of their beautiful cars. Here is just a small selection

Maintain your battery in peak condition by 

connecting it to an ‘intelligent’ charger 
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It’s not unusual for an SZ owner to have 
jumped into their car after leaving it for a 
few weeks in the garage, turned the key 
and… nothing. No ignition light, not a 
glimmer. On cars with memory functions 
on seats, alarms, and engine management 
systems constantly drawing power it does 
not take long to drain a battery to a point 
where it won’t start the engine. For this 
reason, a number of SZ owners who knew 
their cars would be left in storage had a 
back-up battery fitted from new to ensure 
they would always start.

The handbook warns: ‘When leaving 
the car for long periods, the master switch 
should be operated to reduce the risk 
of battery drain. However, the battery 
master switch does not completely isolate 
the battery from the electrical system.’

The answer is to connect a trickle 
charger/battery conditioner when the car 
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Members’ Gallery
Position 1: inside the boot on the righthand 
side, near the rear corner

is left for any time. The SZ range is fitted 
with an XLR socket on the side panel 
inside the boot that makes connection of 
a trickle charger quick and easy without 
needing to lift the carpet to access the 
battery. But this still means leaving 
the charger handy in the garage and 
remembering to connect it.

However, because many trickle chargers 
are now so compact, it is a simple matter 
to fit one unobtrusively inside the boot 
of your car and just connect it to a mains 
socket whenever the SZ is left in the 
garage for any period. 

No need to search in the cupboard 
for the charger, it is already fitted to the 
car. But remember, it is vital to use an 
‘intelligent charger’ designed to be left 
connected for long periods. This does not 
overcharge the battery and will maintain 
it in optimum condition.

 

Position 2: not suitable for all SZ models – 
behind the panel at the back of the boot; 
run the wire under the carpet to the battery 
box, entering with the other cables. The 
13amp plug sits out of the way neatly by the 
master switch

14

6

These SZ Register members’ cars  
belong to:   

1  David Ingledow (MCH35632)    
2  Eric Lund (TCX57360)    
3  Geoff Vernon (FCH13660)    
4  Graham Hines (TCH53168)    
5  Alastair Scott (MCH33914)    
6  Andy Hurfurt (KCH26285)    
7  Jan Logjes (PCX42569)    
8  Peter Ferner (KCH29209)    
9  Maarten Sigmond (GCX14923)    

10  Mike and Jenny Caridia (HCH20802)    
11  Charles Leigh (FCH14020)    
12  Terence Wright (DCH07786)    
13  Richard Christmas (LCH32454)    
14  Mark Williams (LCH31390)    
15  Ken Smith (2CX02043) 12

11
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Tail pipe
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I am happy for you to wash and polish your car as often as you like but, 

in the meantime, all I ask is – please do all you can to make it dirty first

everything was done, but she wasn’t 
driven often enough by the previous 
keeper and this led to a nightmare with 
repair bills. And that’s the point. Reliability 
does not come from being left alone, 
or even from being serviced regularly. 
Reliability has to be produced at home 
by the owner driving the car as often as is 
practical. Try it!  The more you drive it, the 
better your car will behave!  It is a fact. 
Using them prevents damage.  

Enjoy your car as often as you can.  Your 
SZ will thank you for it and this will keep 
it fit and healthy in the same way that 
visiting the local gym will help you keep 
in shape! 
Juergen Buech
juergenbuech@aol.com

It is not that I don’t like my car. And it 
is not that I don’t wish for it to have a 
good life. As good a life as many other 
SZs enjoy with their owners. But, first and 
foremost, it was built to be driven. She’s 
not cleaned and polished all that often 
and a quick look will tell you she lives out 
in the country where the roads are muddy 
and the puddles deep.

My car is nevertheless immaculate – 
inside and out. Even under the bonnet.  
Mechanically and bodily, that is. But she 
is still a car.  And all cars are meant to be 
driven. She gets her special treatment, 
of course, because she’s a Bentley. I buy 
100 octane fuel, I use oil that costs a bit 
more than regular brands and I fit Avons 
instead of cheap tyres. But she’s out in all 
weathers, every day. That’s why I keep her. 

Being an SZ, she’s much too modern to 
lead a lazy life of retirement in my garage. 
She must be driven and I try to do this 
almost daily.  Why should she stay 
in the garage until the sun comes 
out? It is always fun to drive 
a car like this.  Every day, 
whatever the weather.

To date I have owned 
10 cars from Crewe. These 
range from a 1952 Bentley 
Mk VI through to an S1, 
T1, Silver Wraith II, Silver 
Spirit, and a few more. I have 
owned all the major types of 
post-war Rolls-Royce or Bentley. I 
used them on the road through winter 
and summer. And I enjoyed them a lot 
while covering up to 40,000 miles a year. 
The only one to give me trouble was my 
Mk VI which had been in storage before I 
bought it. She was completely restored, 
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Hooper International B.V., purveyors of bespoke and collectible automobiles, restorers and repairers, 
coachbuilders and upholsterers of Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars. 
Hooper International B.V. and THE FIRST NATIONAL ROLLS-ROYCE AND BENTLEY MUSEUM 
are part of the investment and industrial group PEJA.

HOOPER INTERNATIONAL B.V.
THE FIRST NATIONAL ROLLS-ROYCE 
AND BENTLEY MUSEUM
 
T +31 (0)26-3568113
E info@hooperinternational.com

Two roads diverged in a wood, and  I – I took the one 
less traveled by, And that has made all the difference.

Robert Frost

Please visit our website: 
www.hooperinternational.com

Hooper International B.V., purveyors of bespoke and collectible automobiles, restorers and repairers, 

Various SZ models in stock: 
Bentley Turbo R
Bentley Turbo R Sport
Bentley Mulsanne
Bentley Mulsanne S
Bentley Eight 
Bentley Continental R
Bentley Azure
Rolls-Royce Silver Spirit 
Rolls-Royce Silver Spur

Hooper International enables you driving with a Superb Zeal
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